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lfelso~ Lee, the fam0l1S deiecti•e, is one of flve stalwart explorers who have dis­
covered a I~ island inhabited by cave-rnen and shipwrecked pilgrims. 
This amazing Story deals with the J::nglisb detective's rernarkable adventures 
when lie sets out to liberate the lost co111munny from the tyranny of Black Bawk, 

the pirate. 

CHAPTER 1. 
The Rival Forces. 

D A'\\~N i11 the great caver11 .. 
The grey light ca111e filteri11g do,v11 

fro111 the rnile-,vide .gap in the roof, 
t,vo tl1ousand feet abo1te. And that 

l)ale, ghostly light revealed a scene of strife. 
Tl1ere ,~las grim warfare bet-"·eer1 the ri,ral 

fore cs of tl1e People of tl1e :\list. Simeor1 
IIai-ke, the tyra11t, witl1 all the rot1gl1 n1er1 
of tl1e commu11ity 11ncler his co1111na11d, had 
,~ai11ly attempted to quell tl1e rebellio11. The 
rest of tl1e 1>co1)1c, peaceful arid kindly, J1a<l 
bec11 J)l1ttir1g- U}) a great figl1t for liberty. 
l 1eace \Voulrl 1iot ~cl111e io tl1is co111111u11it:y· 
tltl til tl1e ]3la~k: Ha ,v k ,\·as srnashccl. 

A11(l i11 all tl1is strife a 11arty of stn1·dy 
Britisl1~rs \\·as 111ix{ .. <l up-a l)al'tj' cons!sting 
of Xelso11 Lee, tl-1c famo11s cletectivc; ~ipper, 

his assieta11t; I,ord Do1·l'i1nore, tl1e ~porti11g 
peer; lJ 111losi, K i1lg of the Kt1tanas-a11d tl1e 
0110 ar1<J 011l;y Ed,vard Os,vuld Ilu11d[orth, of 
St. Fra11k's. 

They ,verc 011 tl1e side of the People of 
tl1c :\list-helping tl1em to crtlsh tl1e t;y·ra11t. 

N ELSO~ LEE'S Jl<~rty l1ad l1ad n1any 
_ exciting adventtlres sirice tl1cj1 liatf 

first arrived or1 tl1is cxtraordina rv 
· island by aeroplane. It ,ras sit11atl·~l 

ir1 tl1c Yery l1eart of tl1e Sargasso Sea, s1.n·· 
ro1111cletl by {lcz1sc 111asses of ehokin g ,vee,f~ 
l1iJ<.ler1 bJ? tl1e eternal 111ists ,vhiel1 l1u11.g- o\~f-'r 
tl1P regio11, l>1otting it ottt from a11y ~hip~ 
,vhie}1 cl1anced to Le out of their cot1rse a11<i 
,\·hich ca1r1e near 

'I.,he isla11cl itself ,vas a grca t rock ,vh1c!1 
reared i t.6el f O11 L of tl1c \\'ee<l tl1ree tl1ott:!anJ 
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fe~t; n11d on all sides tl1ere ,rcre sheer, im-
passable cliffs. -

In tl1e ca v·ern Jived tl1e descendants of pil­
gri1n.s-peop1e \\1ho had lived in this lonely 
corner of tl1e ,vorl<l for cer1tttries. N cv~r had 
tl1ey been able to reach tl1c Outer \\7orld. 
]?or anJ' sl1ip ,vl1ich became c11tangled in 
tl1is clc11sc JJart of tl1e Sargasso, ne,·cr 
escaped. 

On tl1e top of tl1e i3]a11d anotl1er race of 
}1umans existed-1Jrel1istoric· 1na11 ! 1:.7' et these 
Islanclers \\·ere 11ot so for111idnl1le as tl1e ad~ 
ventttrers l1arl first llelicvcd; nr1cl 110,,,, ir1cleed, 
tl1ey· ,Yere on friendly tcrrns~ nn-cl l1acl l)ce11 
}1C'lIJi11g to def0at tl1e Black lla,\·l,. 

It \Yas 11ot cYen certai11 tl1at. Nelsor1 J ,ee 
an·d l1is corn1Jar1ior1s \YOt1ld ever esc·a1Je to tl1e 
otl1cr '\Yvrld; for Lord Dorri1norc's great 

liittiEL 

By 

E. S. 

e BROOKS. 

~. - -- .. 

-,--= -

- . 

'plane, tl1e Sky ,,~a11dcrer, \\·as l~yi11g crippled 
on tl1e island top. Before she cottlu take 
to the nir agai11 sl1e must undergo drastic 
repairs-and such repairs, in all probabilit~", 
could not be ttndertaken on the island. That 
incant exile for them all-exile for life! 

T HE strengtl1cni11g daJ·light revealed 
n1ncl1 ncti\~it:v. Nelso11 Leo himself 
,vas Sltperintcnding the rebt1ildir1g of 
the rock: ,vall \Yl1ich l1ad bce11 built 

cntirclJ· rour1d tl1e ca v~rn to,vnsl1ip. It \Vas 
a defence-,York:, and it had been breached 
cluring the lligl1t--\vl1c11 tl1e Black 1-Ia,vk a11d 
l1is clespcrndoes l1nd brol,en tl1roug·l1. 011l.)l 
ii1 tl1e 11ick of tirne l1acl J~orcl l)orrimorc 
nrrived ,vitl1 a ~tro11g force of tl1e sturcly 
Islar1clers. 
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"\\
1e'll soon ha,,.e tl1e defences as scc11re 

os ever agni11, Dorrie," said Lee co11fitle11t]Jr. 
i" 'fhe pebple are 111ore lletcr111i11e<l tha11 ever, 
a11d I clo11't tl1ink it ,vill bo l011g before t11c 
ll Jack Ila \V k tl1rO\\"S lt p the spo11ge. '' 

'' He'll 11cver c1o t!1a t," said Dorrie, sl1al~­
ii1g- I1is l1cad. '' 1-Ic's a rtlfiian, bttt l1e'a 110 

quitter.'' 
·' I did not 111ean tl1at-exactly. '' 

·"' Then \\'hat's tl1c ans\\"'er?,, aske<l Lord 
Dor1pimore, staring. "Oh, I thj11k ~ k110,v 
,vl1at yot1 1nea11 ! The Hawk's me11 .,vill :-su1·­

. l't .. 11der on their o,,,n ·account-?'' 
'' That is ,vhat .I .believ~," replied ·Lee, 

11odding. ·''And 011ce the .pirates . do that, 
Dor1·ie, ·the Ha,v-k ·.hi1naelf ,vill 'be :beate11. 
There ,,?ill :be 110 alte-rnativ_e for hi1n · bttt 
to give ·i11. A.lid the 1ooner .. that hot1r comes," 
tl1e , better~'' 

The recent battle had ;been a 1eve1·e tc~t 
for a]l. ·O,ving to die merest flulie, Lee ha<I 
ftille11 into tl1e l1and.s o'f -the enemy; and l1e 
l1ad .oven been mad~ to ,valk the pla11k in 
tl10 t:19ue pirate style! Bt1t he had been saved 
f l'Om that -dreadful fate by Umlosi. 

Nelson Lee's supposed deftth had taken tlro 
heart ottt of the defende1~, and ·tl1uy ,vot1ld 
cc-rtainly ha,ye SltCCltmbed to tl1e Black Ha,vk's 
attacl,-b11t for the st1clden reappearance of 
I~ce. Tho pirates belie,-ed that he ,vas a 
gl1ost, arid they fled i11 terror. The Peo1)le 
of the :rtlist themselves regarded 1-'ee's 1·ett1r11 

us s0111etl1i11g of a miracle, a11d 11ever befo1·e 
hacl tl1cy been so heartened. Th is 111or11ing 
tl1ey ,verc agog ,, .. ith suc·h er1tht1si,1s111 tl1at 
it ,vas good to sec then1. 

E~ferl·t11i11g ,vas going ,vith perfect smooth-
11css. 

l\fen ,vcre \\"Orki1ig at the d«!fcnces; otl1ers 
,vcre prcpari11g a mighty breakfast £01· a:11. 
The ,,·ome11 ,,·~re helpi11g gaily, a11d they 
l1ad £orgotte11 their terror . of the 11igl1t. A 
spirit of .optimism prevailed. For 11ot only 
had '' lfaster Lee ,, .rett1med, bt1t ,vitl1 him 
,verc his sturcly companio11s f1·on1 the Outer 
,vorld. There cottld be 110 defeat no,v. 

And jttst n.s this optimis1n flooded thro11gh 
the People of the l\'Iist, so a cor1·es·po11<ling 
,vave of pessimisn1 affected tl10 Black Ha,vk's 
111en. They l1ad all retreated to a squat, ugly 
steel crt1iser which lay in tl1c llig lalie _to• 
"yards the centre of tl1e caver11. This crttiscr, 
once the pride of t}1e Parazilian Na,,.y, !1ad 
been aba11do11ed i11 mi<l-ocea11, . ai1d had 
drifted, derelict, into the Sargasso. Tl1is had 
l1appe11ed l·enrs earlier, 011d the People oJ 
the Mist l1ad ma11ag.cd to get the vessel into 
the cavcr11. 

Altho,1gh {Juite <lhsolcte ns crt1isers go n.ow­
adays, the J->01·to l\:Ia.rlo ,vas, 11evertheless, a 
f ai1·Jy moder11 ,·essel. Shj3 ,vaa of steel, her 
sides ,vere strcal{ed with r11st, a11d she pos­
sessed gu11s -and all the equipmct1t of n1odern 
.\\'arfare. TI1is craft ,vas tl1e ·Black Ha,vk's 
l1eadquarters. In fact, there was 110 other 
}J1ace for l1im, since he a11d his 111c11 had 
bce11 d1 .. i\'~11 i11to the lake, a11d they l1ad 
sottght refuge 011 tl1e Porto l\Iarlo in des­
i:•era tion. 

It ,vas a11 apt cr1011gh can1}J for s11cl1 me11-
fo1· tliey- \\'e1·e, at heart, rttthlcss pirates. · 
. It ,,·as the Black: Ha,vk's love of pirar.y, 
111 fact, ,vl1!ch l1ad first 11erst1acled I .. ce to co1110 

11pon tl1is ad,~e11ture. For tl1ese ucspera to 
111en }1ud actually t.al~e11 the cruiser ottt 
tl1rot1gh tl1e ,vecd-after fitting hor u}) -,vitl1 
a · great cutter ,vhich divided the ,vced a11cl 
.a ca.ge-like a.rra11ge111e11t at her ster11 ~vl1icl1 
protected lier proJ)cl1ers. The p?rates l1ar1 
l1cld ttp .a 111odern li11cr, ._and had ·Iooted l1er. 
A11d it \Vas the Black Haw-k1s ambitio11 to 
repe.at that escapade-a11d to go ,.on repeat-
jng ,t. He vra11ted to gai11 n101·0 fa11d 111ore 
boo~y. 

A11d ,vhe11 his Jlla11s had been con1pletcly 
n1ade, N~Jso11 ·Lee's par~y ;had arri\-ed a11d, 
111etapl101·1cally speaki11g, a spa1111e1· had bee11 
tl1ro,vn i11to the· machi11cr:y·. 

·It had take11 these t1ntrai11ed men several 
j-ears to discoYer tl1c eJcn1c11ta1·y ,vorki11gs of 
tl1e crt1iser's e11gi11es. \Vl1c11 tl1ey had fi11ally 
got the f11rnaces goi11g, _a11d had raised 
steam, a11d had set tl1e vessel ·i11 n1otio7 it 
,vas .somethi11g of a t1·i111nph. ·Even Lee, 
k110,"Ti11g the n1c11 to be l>lackguard~, cottld 
11ot help aclmi ring tl1e1n fo1~ tl1eir persevcr-­
a11ce a11d for tl1cir courage. For it l1ad 
needed courv..ge of a ·very ste1·li11g Jlitture for 
tl1cse mc11 to ·ve11t11re fortl1 ill a. steai11-
dri ve11 sl1ip. They l1acl bec11 like child1"e11 
pl,1yi11g ,,,.i th_ fire-a11d tl10 n1iracle of ·it ,vas 
tl1at tl1ey had succeeded i11 gatti11g to tf1e 
01Jcr1 sea, i11 holding up .a li1tcr, a11d i11 
rett1rni11g. 

•• The beggars seem "to :be p1·etty qt1iet-, '' 
remarked Lord -Dorrin1ore, ;as he fo,,11ci l1is 
gJar1ce · st~·ayi11g towards the Jake. ,. l do11't 
thi11l~ ,tl1ey've got o,·cr ·the shock ye,.''· 

'' Xhej .. '1·e 11ot likely to -get o·vcr it for 
·son1e tin1e," replied Nelso11 .Lee dr:rly. 
'' Upo11 111y \\"'ord, Dorrie, so many cxtrn­
crdi11ary tl1i11gs have l>cen l1appe11i11g tl., · i1s 
lutcly that ,\·e ha,·e al111ost forgotten Oltl' 

11or111al 1node of life. Son1eti1nes I even 
,vo11der if ,ve sl1all c,~~r rctt1n1 to Engla11d 
-t,o tl1e c~nn1011p]aco l'Outi11c '\\"8 left 
bel1i11d. '' 

•' C,ommo11placc 1~ot1ti11e be J1a11ged ! '' re• 
torted Dorrie. '' Y ottr life ,vas 11evcr co111 .. 
111011place, old s011. Ncitl1e1~ ,vas mine, if it 
COJllCS to that. B11t ccrtai11Jy this sort of 
adventt1ri11' is a bit rliff ere11t ~froin detec­
tive -work, ch? Y ct it's th·o san1e, too. Tl1e 
Black IIa,v•k is a crook, is11 1t he? He's a 
pi1·ate n robber-a11' you're after hin1. I 
thi11k yo11 ot1gl1t to regard tl1is r..s 011e of 
yo111· biggest cases.'' 

''I cnn assure :ro11, Dorrie, I do,' 1 replied 
Lee gri111ly. '' A11d I ha Ye 111ndc t1p my 111i11d 
to ' get' Simco11 l-Iarke ! I do not forget 
that ho n1acle me ,valk t.110 -plank-that he 
planned to fie11clishly 1nt1rdcr 111e. A day of 
1·cclioni11g ,vi]l con1e. '' 

'' ~Ien n \\' }1 i J e, ,v 11 n t a bot1 t breal<f ast?'' aslicd 
Dorrie 11ractica]lj10

• ·• By the Lord HarrJ· ! 
l'n1 fn111isl1e<.l ! .~11' af tcr breakfast; I thi11k 
I'll t(tke a sr1ooze. I l1ave11't ·had .a11y real 
s]c~ep for abot1t thirty-six l1ot1rs. ,, 
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Tl1ev ,,·ere all in ,·er~" m 1tcl1 the same boat. food, and ,, .. ere serv·in !JI it. And tl1a t 
Normal .sleep had bee11 cleniccl tl1em for days. buoJ·ancJ- \\"l1ich had bee; so noticeable at 
The,y hnd snatcl1ed ho11rs here a11d there. da \Vn, "·as 110,v greatl:r increased. The 
Yet tl1ey \\"ere not excessively tired, for there comin~ of full daJTlight fou11d the People of 

. ,,·as so 1nt1ch to do that thelr could not afford tl1e }!1st s11premely happy. 
to feel til'ed. '' Faith, l\Iaster Lee, tl1is is a great day 

Nipper "·as \\'orking as sttirdily 85 the for us,'' said Dr~ Otto, a \\"izencd little man 
others, and he ·believ·ed, like e,·e11rbody else, ,..,,,it,h a face as cri11kled as a dry apple. 
tl1at tl1e ,vorst was over. If the Black Ha"K"k ''Overnight 't\,,.as thought tl1at ,,·e ,verc 

·. did not st1rrender at once, it \\rot1ld no,v only doomed. No,v, 'tis the da,vn of a ne,v ern. 
be n n1atter of time. \\1ith the People of And 'tis certain that that· blackhearted rogue, 
the l1ist so heartened, a11d witl1 1-einforce- Simeon Harke, \\'ill be made to stiffer for his 
men ts so near at hand, there ,,,as not one maiiy sins." 
cl1nnce in a tho11sand that the enemy cot1ld ,, \\:i-e must not fall into the error, good 
pre,·ail--or, indeed, even make another doctor, of rot1nting oitr chickens before the~· 
attack. a1"e hatched,'' said Nelson Lee gently. '' I 

Tl1e hairy men from t.he island top-once must remind you that Harke is a desperate 
l,110,vn as Beast ?tlen, and now referred to man-no\\' more desperate than ever. The 
more 1·espectfttlly as the Islanders-had made onl.}" question is-can he rely 11pon the in• 
a camr, for themselves, at I>orrie's s11ggestio11, tcgrity of his men? If they fail him, l1e is 
a mile or t\\"O outside the to\\·n. Thev were d · d d '' .. one, 111 ce . 
really e11ough to come into action should tl1ey ,, ·They ,,~itl fail him," vo,ved the old 
be needed. So far, tl1ese ,varriors had done doctor. '' I will grant that the Hawk him• 
n? fighting; for t~eir v~ry appearance, with self is a n1an of co11rage, of strength, of per• 
Nelso11 Lee at their head, ,had served to rout 8onalit~t. But his men are scum. Defeat for 
the enemy dt1ring the night. them reYeals them as ,, .. l1at they are-

Handforth ¥las conspicttottS by his absence- ,·ermin." . 
and so, toot '\\'as Umlosi. '!'hey had both His eyes t.\,·inklcd. 
ht1rried a way, after the isstte had been .rle- '' ilorcover, \\'e arc looking to yott, Master 
cided, to the great v.~aterfall at the fttrther Lee, to sol,re ot11· problems,', he we11t on 
~1ld of the ten-mile caver11. It \\'as a con- cal1nl~•· ''Yott. have told me of your escape 
.siderable jQ,1.trney., for after they had reached after · 1rou l\rere f orccd to \\'alk the pla11k-
tl1c~ l\·caterfall tl1ey 1nade their way by a but think )Te that tl1c people,. as a \\·hole, 
&ec1.·,:t pass behind it, and t.l1e11ce into a great \\"Ot1ld believe that- sto11'? Nay! They look 
t,tu tl1l•l·--··\\·hich, in turn, communicated \\'ith a t1pon you as a g1~ea t · l'\-orker of magic.'' 
d<.~ei, ~·" \-i11e. ' 1 And I suppose I m1tst keep up that repu• 

'11hey ,vere ob.liged to climb this, and it tation ?'' asked Lee dr3-·ly. 
,,·as tl111s some l1ours before they reached the ,, A·~/e, and so :re ,,,.ill,'' said Otto. •• The 
it-larltl top. Black Ha,,·k's st111 is set. You \\'ill contri\'e 

Here they made signs to Horatius, as some "~aI to entrap-and that before this- day 
Dorl"ie had dubbed t-he chief of t.he _Islanders- is over.,, 
i11dicating to him that all ,,·as ,,·ell, btit that Here "ras mttch food for thought. Nelson 
}1is n1~n vrould not return for some time. Lee ,\·as gratified b~r the faith the people had 

Tl1eir 1·c·al object in making the journey, in him. Bttt it placed an enormous load of 
)\o,,·e,:e1\ l1od beer1 to fetch a s,veet girl of responsibilit~y upon his sl1ot1lders. The people 
sixtee-1\. A111anda Peterson. She ,,,as one of lool,cd t0 him to complete their sal,,.ation; 
the l,e.utlle of the Mist, and earlier Nelson a11d Lee felt that this ,vas a great and sacred 
L~e l1acl- r~~eued her from the Blaclc Hau1 lc's cl1nrge. He must not fail. 
clt,tch~. She had been condemned to deatl1. - T1·ue, there ,, .. a3 no man in the \\'ide l\ .. orld 
a11d since then she had been protected by n1ore capable of dealing ,vith sttch a sitt1a­
Lec. tion. In these circumstances, Nelson Lee ,vas 

N o,v tl1ere ,vas no reason "·by she should st1preme. It \\~as a test of his character-and 
not rett1r11 to her o,vn people. in all such tests, ho emerged triumphant. 

Handforth, needless to say, had '' fallen '' A~ded to the confidence of the People .of the 
for t.lie girl. She ,,·as exceedingly pretty, ..,Mist, L~e also J1ad the confidence o.f his o,vn 
and IIai1dforth al\\-·ays fell in love \\'ith pretty companion~. Thel: all looked to him. Even 
girls. And to meet sttch a girl in this Lost ~fd 7~orr1more himself;, . . 
Is?a11d-tl1is scrap of the once great continent \\ e ,~l pt1ll throttgh, s_a1f Dor~1e cheer• 
of Atlantis-was such n shock that Handy fully. Hr,~v can we help 1t • You re at the 
had lit<'rally nose-dived. The burly school- he}m, Lee• , 

1
,, • • 

boJt l1ad been ready enot1gh to make the 'The guv nor kno,,·s a "·ay • said Nipper . 
.,jot1rney to the island top; indeed, he had So it \\'1S that e,rerJrbody, from the higl1e~t 
asked to go. to tl1e Io,,·e3t,, lookecl for Nelson Lee to sho\\' 

Breakfast in the to\\"nship lvas not partaken tl1e v;ay. The great dctecti ve knew that he 
of in the usual \\ray-that is to say, in the mttst prevail. If he did not. he \\·ould st1ffer 
l1ouses. As the morning St111sl1ine slanted tl1e greatest httmiliation of his career. 
ir1to the great cavern the people partook of And already, even as l1e partook of break­
tl1eir food in the open-in the streets, nnd fast, his \Yits \\"ere at ,vork; he ,vas devising 
in tl1e big open space in the ce11tre of t.he means by \Yhicl1 he cot1ld compel the Black 
to,vn. Tl1e ,\·omenfolk had prepared the Ha,Yk to surrender. 
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1\ncl Nelso11 Lee, perhnps, ,vas the only n1an 
,vl10 appreciated the diffict1lties. For Lee 
l1ud formed a trt1e estimate of Simeo11 Harke's 
cl1aracter. The pirate r11Hiaris may be 
c11icl{en-l1earted no\v, after their defeat-bt1t 
tl1e Black IIa,vk ,vottld rally the11}-\VOt1ld 
tire tl1e111 witl1 a 11e,v er1tl1t1sias111. Lee ,vas 
certain of it. • 

-~11d 11ever £01· a seco11d did the detcct.i ve 
1111llercstin1ate the strength ancJ determination 
of l]is cne111y. Since Simed11 l-Iarke had com-
11cllcd Lee to walk the plank, these tv,o men 
i1acl taken tl1is ,varfare to_ tl1e1nselves per• 
5onully. I~ee regarded it as a point of honot1r 
for l1im to crttsh the black-bearded gia11t ~~110 
l1af] for so long been tl1e tyrant of the Fcoplo 
of the Mi.st. 

CHAPTER 2. 
Black Hawk's Fury. 

''A~IANDA ! ..!•iilanda comes!'' 
·The cry, uttered by a nttmbcr of 

excited girls, ,vus taken ttp, and 
echoed by n1n11y. ,von1en-and then 

l"l'•cchoed by the 1nen. 
'' Ama11da ! '' 
'fl1e ordi11ary life of this con1mu11ity ,vas at 

~ixes and se,rens. A great mn11y of tl1e 
l)COple, llJlder normal conditions, lived far Ollt 
i11 t,he cavern, ir1 isolated little ''villages.,'' 111 

l1ouses dotted here and there, ,vhere fa1nilies 
lived on the land as· their fathers had lived 
before tl1em. 

Bt1t no,v, o,ving to tl1e exceptional circttm­
sta11ces, everybody had been dra,,-11 into tl1e 
c1uaint to,v11:ship, and it ,vas tl1us o,Tercro,vdcd. 
~len and v.·omen st1rged forl\·ard in excitecl 
tl1rongs-as that cry of '' An1anda '' ,vent up. 

'fhe girl ,,·as approaching, a11d she "Tas 
,vall{i11g ,vitl1 I-Ianclforth-as prottd as a p~a­
cocl~-on 0110 side, and ,vith Un1losi on the 
tlther. As t.l1ey neared the defence ,vall, 
A1nanda co11ld contain her excitement 110 
lor1ger; she brolie into a rt~n, and tl10 ten rs 
,vere streaming do,vn her pretty face. lier 
joy at being once again nmongst her o,v11 
JJeOJJle ,vas so great as to be almost a pain. 

'' liere, I sny, chuck it!'' p1·otested Ha11d­
fortl1, ,~,ith co11cern. '' I mean,. there's no 
11ecd to cry, is there, old girl?'' 

''I am so hnpp~T !'' sobbed Amanda. 
'' Ft1nny. thi11g 110,v girls al,~·ays cry \YJ1en 

the; .. ' ro hnp})Y," said Har1dforth ,vondcringly. 
• • Tl1e tears of ,,·ome11, my yo11ng master, 

are bttt tJ1e visible indicatioI1s of tl1eir 
cn1otior1,'' -6aid U1nlosi, in hi3 lt1mbering 
,·oice. '' Dost tho11 11ot kno,v that the eves .. 
of a \Y0ma11 are the safety valve of her 
11('.)art ?'' 

'' I s11ppose :yo11're 1·i gl1t, '' .saicl IIa11dfortl1. 
But 11c ,Yas clistressed, nevertheless. Yet 

11e could not be t111l1nppy for long. They had 
reacl1cd tl1e defence ,vall, and dozens of me11, 
~t1·ong and sturdy, had leapt doVw·n. Tl1ey 
,,.-ere assisting the fair Amanda ovcr-anc1, 011 

tl1e otl1er side, a great conco11rse of people 
,,·,11 tcd, tl1eir faces fl11shed, tl1eir e:yes aglo,v 
,,·ith jo:r. 

.. An1a11cla !'' they cried i11 a great, l'i11ging 
cl101·l1s. 

'!,hero ,vns 1nore i11 this tl1n11 tl1c mere ,vel­
co1nc of a slip of a girl ,vl10 l1ad 011ce been 
give11 11p for lost. Ne]s011 Lee a11d }1is co111-

1Ja11ions understood tl1e trt1e en1otion of t!1e . 
people. 

Fo1· ... .\man<la Pctcrso11 ,,·as tl10 last of her 4J 

fa111ily. For many ce11tttries tl10 Petersor1's 
had been the qt1iet, peacefttl 1·ulers of tl10 
Pco1Jle of the l\l!st. A11d 11obody forgot that 
Jc11as Pcterso11, A1na11cla's father, l1ad bee11 
brt1tally 1nt1rdered by the Black Ha,vk s01no 
)-cars earlier. That had been the comn1ence-
111e11t of all this trouble. There had been 
a great rc,~olt, · Jonas Pet-erson had been 
liillecl, and Simeon Harke l1ad taken charge. 

Yet Amanda v.·a.s, by right of birtht tl10 
t.rue r11ler of the isla11d .people. S110 l1ad no 
brothers; thus sl1e i11heritcd the sacred_ trl1st .. 
Ha11dforth frankly a11d ope11ly spoke of her 
as '' The Queen of tl10 l\'Iist People. ,t 

Her joy at ret11r11i11g ,vas cve11 greater 
tl1an tl1e joy of lier o,vn folks. Personal 
fl'ie11ds collected ro1111d her, a11d the cheering 
ra11g acro1;S tho Jake a11d rcacl1ed the dccl{s 
of tl1e 1~orto :\la1·lo. 

EN ,vere sta11di11g about tl1e 11ntidy 
deck in groups. They 1vcre 111nttcr• 
i11g an1011gst tl1e1nselv~e. T11f\y ,,·ere 
uncouth n1ffia11s., · tl1cse grPa t, 

bea11tlcd 1ne11 ,vith bare feet ancl odclly 
asso1·tcd clotl1i11g. :.\lost of the 111e11 ca rrie<t 
S\vords or ctttlasses at their sides. ...\ 1r1~re 
tl1oro11gh-paced cro,,~d of despern,Jo,,s a11d 
ct1t-tl1roats ,vot1lcl ha, .. e bee11 diffi<'lri t to fi11d. 
The Black Ha,vk had pickccl l1i:i 1l1cn lvcll. 

Tl1ey had been a bole), buccar1eering 
tl1l'ong, noisy with the ltno,vled~c of thPit 
o,,·11 stre11gth. Bttt to-~y there ,vas a clif • 
fere11ce. · · 

No longer "·ere tl1e pirates bold. 
There l'ece11t defeat had sl1akc11 tl1 .. "'1 ·: · tho 

<li~ta11t cries from the to\vn.ship si1<)•)h .... t he1n 
still 111orc. They k11ew t]1at Aina.1>(L·.. 11eter­
son l1ad rett1r11ed, n11d that· tl1e Peopf ~ of t.l10 
l\Iist ,ve1·e acclaimi11g her. Ad<lcd to this, 
they kne,v that Nclso11 Lee lived, a11d tl1nt 
he ancl l1is con1pa11ionR ,,-rcrc 8~Cl1 110\V mak­
i11g Jlla11s for tho defeat of tl1cir leacler. 

Ancl all tl1Cse th111gs, p1tt togetl1e1., left tl1e 
pirat~s a sorry cre,v. They were star1fling 
abot1t, m,1t~eri11g treason. Many, •indeed, 
,ve1·e oper1ly s11ggesti11g that they sl1ot1ld 
thro,v do,vn their arn1s and ad.vance U}lOn 
tl1e to\,·11ship i11 a body, giving themselves 
11p 1 rep11cl~atint tl10 Black Hawk and th1·0,v­
i11g tl1e111selvcs 11po11 the mercy of Nc!s011 
Lee-,vho1n tl1cy reg·arded as a ,vorker of 
11:1iraclcs. 

Nelson Lee's jt1dgn1c11t \Yas sou11d e11ot1g·l1. 
Tl1c pirates ,,,ere riJJe for s1.11·1-ender. But 
J__,,ce l1ad 11ot underestirnated the stre11gtl1 aud 
chnrnctcr of Simeo11 Harke. 

Tl1c great 111an appeared sudcle111y on 
deck; ,vith hiin ,vere his t,vo trttsted lic11-
tena11ts. Jonatl1an Betts and Sin1on I .. n11e. 
He had l1earcl of the 11111tteri11gs thn t ,vere 
going the ro11nd on deck, ar\d he ·knew tl1nt 
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11c m11st take ir1sta11t nctio11-01· tl1ere migl1t, 
i11tlccd, be a. mutiny·. 

As tl1e Black Ha"'·l~ ap{)eared, so tl1c lllllt• 
teri11gs ceasecl. l\Ien fell silent and drc,v 
back. There \\~ere man)' scores of men on 
tl1e big decks of the old crttiser. Tl1ey stood 
i11. great cr<?,vds, ,vith ha11g-dog. looks a11~ 
,-v1tl1 glo,\.Ter111g e:re.s. Defeat did not suit 
tl1em. 

Deliberately, without uttering a sotlnd, the 
Black Hawk strode fron1 one deck to a11other, 
,ralking up a11d do\\,.n~ c~,.ei11g t.ho me11 
silently; and his ve1·y lool, made them quail. 
He ,vas not afraid of then1. Unarmed, 110 
,vent into their mid!t, daring tl1em to turn 
on him. And they fell back, afraid. The 
Blacl, Hawk's strong pcrsonalitJr \\'On this 
strang~ battle. 

Finnlly he mot1nte~ to tl1e ,-essel's bridge, 
and from this point of ,~antage he cot1ld 
address his c11tirc force. 

'' So, cattle, )Te ,,1ot1ld. tnlk_ of. Sttrrcnd~r­
ing?" l1e said s11d<lenly, has voice like a \\rh1r,­
lash. ''Ye ,votlld de'sert me and thro,,, 

_ ~roursel,,.es upon the mercy· of l\Iaster Lee! 
Bones and bloocl ! Are )"C_ men, or urc ~'e 

. slt1ga tl1at crav;l in filth?~, 
He ,,·hipped round, nddrcssing anotl1er 

group. 
'' Let those fools surrer1der ,\·l10 ,,,ill!'' he 

,,·e11t on. '' Stand fast bJ,. n1et a11c1, by n1)· 
bones I ,\·ill lead lpe t,o tl1e greatest "·ictory· 
ye h~,·e ever kno\\"n ! Desert me, a11d yo11 
are doomed! Think )~e that the_ people "rill 
deal kindly ,vith such rnts? Na)·! Ev·en 
if l~e escape lvitl1 l 1 011r lives, ~~ot1 ,,;-ill be 
p?aced ir1 capti '-': ty, herded in or1e of t~e gre~t 
caves, placed l:•r•h tnd bnrs a11d fe~ like ani­
mals! Tl1a t. , t 11 be J"Our re,vard 1f yotl su1~-
1ender. '' . 

"'Tis ~~: ~:. ~ir Cl1ief, tl1at all ,-rho sur-
1·e11der ,,·i: 1 be pardon~d, a11d thel' l\,.ill be 
nllol'·erl t,) r(•sttme their 11ormal p11rst1its, '' 
shontecl '.):Jc 1nan. 

'· D<-•r:· · ·· srrea1n0fl the Black: Ha,vk. '' Take 
j"e r1<•t·i-,·~- , _,t :stlch lie·~? 'Tis bttt a rt1se to 
en tr ,1 P ·• · , 

lle-· J~ .. ,(i -,"-'-•! 1"e/~ ! :irnse1f tlp into a great 
n11d to\YC rJ L:: 1·:-- ge; d nd· his men looked upon 
l1in1 ,vitl1 fen1·. 

'' I selected ve lo bear me company in 
n1any a fine ·, cntu1·e," co11tinued Simeon 
Harke, a note of scathi11g contempt comi~g 
into his voice. '' Once, forsooth, ,,,e did 
emerge from the '\\Teed, ar,d \\'8 1·ett1rned \\"ith 
a great haul. 'Twas the first of many sttch 
,·oyagcs; and for every man there ""ill be 
a share. Stan(] by me, men. \Vl1en these 
stranger dogs are killed, then ,\·e .shall -ha,re 
tl1e rest. of the people in. ottr po,,,er. ,,:re y.•ill 
gro\\" rich upon the treas11res ,ve shall take 
from otl1er ships.'' 

'' 'Tis easily said!'' came a gro,\,.ling ,f'oice 
from the throng. .. Bttt have ,ve not pro,,.cd 
thab the st,range1· dogs cannot ··be killed? 
What of Master J ... ee, ,vho ,vas flung i11to 
the lake, enta11gled in great chains? Yet, 
ere da\\'n came, l1e rett1r11ed, ttnharmed." 

'' Aye, aye!'' ,vent 11p a grol'rlirtg mutter 
from scores of the others. 

'' 'T,,,as a. tric-li ! " ra \-ed the Black- Ha ,vli:. 
'' l\-Iuster Lee is a.s l1u111n11 as ~'Ott arc-and 
a knife-thrl1st to l1is "·itals ,,·ottld be just a.s 
f ,~ ta l. Blood a11<l bones ! I""'et tl1ere be no 
r11ore n1t1tterir1gs of disco11 te11 t--of mtt tinJr. 
If 011e ma11 an1ongst l·e disobey·s rny orders 
he shall be pt1t to the dcatl1 ! " 

'l"l1e Black Ha,vk ,vas co11scio11s-tl1rot1gh 
h•s e,rer-gro,ving alnrm-tl1ut his talk ,,,as 
ha,~ing little or ,io effect llpOll the men. 01t 
previotts occasions he had ~nde tl1en1 e11-

tl1usiastic. To-da~r they remained sullen a11cl 
glo,,,ering. They did not belie, .. e him. He 
,,·as losing l1is grip. 

And this, .on tl1c top of his otl1er misfor­
tunes made h'is rnge a thing of terror. He 
had ~l\\'ays been able to s,vay tl1e men, to 
rt1le them, to see them ftttshing ,-.,ith eager­
ness at l1is \\·ords. And no\\', to see tl1em 
1111moved, dro,·c him ,veil-nigh mad. 

Ho -did not trt1st himself to speak further. 
Indeed, he ,Yas incapable of speech. Like 
a drunken man he 1·cel~d doVt,.n tl1e ladde~~, 
an~, cttrsing , .. iole11tl)", he ''"·e11t do\vn to his 
o,,,.n cabi11. 

He ,-.·as accompanied tl1ere by Jonnthan 
Bett,s and Si1no11 La11~. They ,vottld have 
spoke~ to him, bttt lie tt1rncd upo11 tl1en1 
like a ,vild anin1nl. 

''Go!" he snarled. '' Perchance )·e v,ot1!d 
talk treason, too?" 

.. NaJ· Sir Chief--" bega11 Jonatl1nn. 
''Get' :ye gone!" ra ,·e_cl th~ J31acl, Ha ,v_J-:. 
TheJ· ,vent nnd ot1ts1lle 1n the ~t~el-l111e<:l 

corridor of the old hat.tlesl1ip, tl1c~' held 
couns~!. Tl1eJ,. ,vcre joined by t,,,o others­
Arthur Rcresby and Richard iioore. Tliese 
l~t t\\·o brougl1t t1gl~y 11c,, .. s. 

'' The men are beco111ing clangerotts," said 
Ricl1ard l\foore ttncasil~T .• '' The~ talk of in1-
n1ediate st1rrender. \V hat, think ye, ,,-o 
can do?'' 

'' No11gl1t !'' gro,vled Jonathn .. n, tro_ubl~~-
" 'Tis an ill look-ot1t for u~, '· pttt 111 Simon 

Lanl' '' For 'ti8 impossib]e for t1s t<> desert. 
Sim:on Harke. ,,Te, at least mt1st stand 
by him." . . . 

'' SaJY )re that?'' asked i\Iooro, 1n nla1m. 
'' Bttrn my sk:i11 ! If the r.11en st1rrender, and 
""e are left aboa1·d alone, ~"l1at then! ~he 
victors ,viii n,'"cep ttpon us, take us-and ~!•ink 
ye we shall escape -the death pena1t:r? 

'' 
1Tis true '' said Simon J_.;nnc. '' For are 

"·e not tl1e ringleaders, \\,.ith Simeon Harke?'' 
'' Yet if h(\ st1rrenders hi1nself all might 

yet be ,vell," ,,·er1t 011 Moore eagerly·. 
,. Shottld ,,~e go asl1ore in a bod:!,", and thro,\~ 
ottrselves ttJJ011 tl1e mercy of l1astcr I.Jee, I 
dotibt not. l1e ,vill i11tcrcedc on ottr bel1alf 
Y,ith the people.'' 

'' Ye l1ad best talk in that fashion to Sit 
Chief," gro,vle~l Jonathan ,,,ith a sneer. '' Bt1t. 
I ,varn l·e, R~cl1nrd l\'loore ! Ye take )~ot1t1 
life into ~,.our hands if ~,.ou go to him ,,~it11 
such suggestions ! '' 

"If I go not, my life is forfeit-so \\"l1at 
th~n?" retorted ~Ioore tructtlently. 

From end to end of the pirate forces there 
waa this same talk of surre11der. They ,vere 
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bt:'ate11. Only the Black Ha,vk l1imsclf re­
tained tl1e fightiI1g spirit. 

Ricl1ard l\iloore boldly e11tercd his chief's 
cabi11. He \\'as a great, bt11·ly brt1te of a 
111a11J o·ver six feet i11 height. In fact, he 
,vas ,vell11igh as great as tl1e Black Ha,vk 
l1ii11self. Broad-sl1ot1lderecl, muscular, ,,.,.ith a 
tl1ick beard, ho ,vas, i11 very truth, a brtltc. 
A11d in his pre.se11t fra111c of n1ir1d lie ,vas 11ot 
afraid of Harke. 

".)lay ),.our marro,vs rot!" snarled the 
}l;rate leader, as his .l1enchman appeared. 
•· \\'}1at ,va11t ye with n1c? Did I not give 
.orclers--'' 

"'l'he 111en beco1ne 1·estive, Sir Chief,'' 
said lticl1ard l\Ioore, qt1aili11g' u11der the bale­
ful glare of l1is cl1ief. '' Your talk, it scen1s, 
Jicl n1ore l1arm tha11 good. If yo tal,e 110 

nction, tl10 1nen v.ill go ashore l\tithin the 
J1our-lt11<l th11s shall ,ve few be left aboard., 
tel be taken by tl1e ene1ny. '' 

'' DogsJ \ 7 cr111i11 !'' raved Simeon Harke, 
lenz1i11g at tl1e othcr>Y "Get l·e gone! ~Ie11 
,\. 110 coz11e to me ,vith st1c.h talk are t1r1fit 
for b1·eeding t]10 devil fisl1 I" , 

Jlc ,vus scarcely respo11siblc for l1is .actions, 
nncl l1e tl1rc,v hi1nself at Ricl1ard l\:loore \\"ith 
&Heh ferocity that the n1an \\"as taken un­
it ,,.-a.res. Ile· ,vas frigl1tened, too. Brt1to 
t11ougl1 110 ,vas, he "\\·as no 1natch for l1is 
111~1.stcr. 

C~rasl1 ! 
'l'l1c Blacli IIa,vl~'s n1ighty fist dro·vo into 

l~icl1ard ~Ioorc's face like a sledge-hammer. 
'.rl1e 111an ,veJ1t 1·eeli11g over,., clutcl1ing at the 
,vaHs, arid lie ht1rtled to tl1e floor, cracki11g 
J1i~ l1cad i11 an ugly fasl1ion against a 
s ta 11cl11011. 

. , No,v, pig! Get )"e ot1t ! '' panted Simeo11 
llarh:e. 

It spolie eloquently for tl1e thick11css of 
:\Ioore!s skt111 t.l1at he sat 11p; but as he saw 
Hin1eo11 Harke bending over him, lie regai11ed 
so111e of 11.is scattered ,vits; and he staggered 
t<l J1is feet a11d backed out of the cabi11. As 
l1P did so, tl1e Black Hall·k picked a heavy 
ollject fro111 the cabin table-a round thing 
of 111etal ,vl1ich l1ad been brougl1t to l1im, 
soinc days earlier, by one of the men. Harke 
l1acl scarce]}· given it a glance, a11d he k11ew 
11ot ,vl1at it \\·as~ He only picked it up now 
heca11se it ,vas l1eavy a11d ,vould 1nake a good 
111issile. 

Ile flung it ,vitl1 all l1is stre11gth, and the 
t J1ing 1nissed Richard Moore, but struck a 
bulkhead at tl1e c11d of the passage, and-­

C1:aaaaaanasl1-boooooom ! 
A ,·iole11t explosion, q11ito confi11ed, took 

Jllace. Tl1ere ,vas a bli11ding, dazzling flash 
of light, and Simeon Harke, cn1tght by the 
blast, ,vas sent l111rtli11g back into the cabin. 
l-Ii3 l1ead tl1robbcd, his ears thundered1 and 
l1is ,vits ,vcre momentarily scattered. 

46 Split 1ny ,, .. indpipe ! '' he gasped, with 
Y(~ry real fear. 

Staggcri11g for,vard, J1e sa,v that great 
clottds of deadly-looking smoke ,vere 
potiri11g . into the cabin. He only 
c;1ugl1t 0110 ·\\·l1iff of that vapour, and 
tl1en l1e -c:xperie11ced a vile, cl1oking sensn• 

tion-an appalling, act1te p,iin ,vl1ich cnt1ght 
l1im at the throat like the stab of .a knife. 
Ho backed o.¥.ray, guJpi11g, and he screamed 
,,:-ith tl1e ago11y \\"hicl1 be.set his eyes. It \\,.as 
i1npossible to eilcape by the door, for tl1e 
sn1ol~e ,,·as po111·i11g in hideot1sly. 

Panic-stricken, tho Black Ha,\1k leapt bacI,. 
,vards a11d hurled l1i111self bodily throt1gh a 
v.·ir1dow. 

Tl1e frame,vork crashed to s111ithereens, a11d 
he ,ve11t ht1rtli11g do,t11 upon tl1e · (leek so111e 
dista11ce belo,v. 

CHAPTER 3. 
Tl1e Great Discovery. 

M ANY n,en ,,·ottld I1av·e broken their 
bo11es by· tl1at fall; ,bu·t Simeon Harke 

• ,,,.as more like a11 a11imaJ tl1an a 
l1n1na11 bei11g. A n1on1cnt after he· 

fe)l l1e g1.-o,vled ferociot1s)y, rose slO\\' ly to 
l1ia feet, nnd shook: l1imself. A nt1n1her of 
iiis 1ne11, \\· }10 l1ad sec11 J1is fall, stood back, 
nghast. 'fhey bclieved-11ot 111111atural(y­
that the HaVY"k had had a fight ,vith his 
trusted lieutena11ts. 

'' Stab my vitals!" n1t1ttered Sin1eo11 Harke. 
A11 over\vhelming sc11se of siclc11css ovcr­

ca111e l1im-a11d tl1is \\"as extraordinary, for 
l1e had only san1pled a n1ere wl1iff of tJ1at 
vile-looking vapo11r. 1.,he n1a11 was startled­
even frigl1tened. But lie ,vas 110 dullard; arid 
he l{nc,v perfectly "·ell ,,·hnt explosives ,vere. 
Had l1e ·not fired one of the na\"al guns in 
the cavern, nearly causing ·disaster? He ,vas 
acquainted ,vitl1 explosives-bttt J1e ,,,.as ner­
vous of then1 . 

A cunning thought can1e to l1im as soor1 as 
ho co111mc11ced to collect his scattered ,\·its. 
Ile starecl across the ,vater at tJ1e shore. Tl1c 
first glimmer of t.he mor11ing st111shine ,vas 
now streaming into t.l1e caver11, and tl1e ligl1t 
,v~s m11ch stror1ger. At t-he first gla11cc he 
sa,v tl1at tl1e people i11 the tow11ship \\·ere 
.sho,vi11g no indicatio11s ,')f nlar1n. The ex­
}Jlosio11, tl1en., hnd bee1, -;1~!,fit1ed to the in­
terior of tl10 ship. 

'' Di<l ye hear augl1t f1t1!)l llelo\,r?" de­
manded the lla,,,k, tt1rning sl1nrp]y ttpo11 0110 
of the gaping men. 

,. Aye, Sir Cl1ief-a great 11proar. '' 
,. What did it sound like ? ,, 
'' Faith, like the smashing -of mucl1 fl1r11i­

ture !'' faltered the man. ., 'Twas tho11gl1t 
by us, Sir Cl1ief, that ye ,vcro -quarrel• 
ling·--'' 

'' Let me pass!" snapped Simeon Harlie. 
Before he could get to the ,vide oompanio11• 

way he met Jonathan Betts and Simon Lane 
and Arthur Rcresby. All three we1·e cough­
ing ,;iolently, tl1ey ,vere holding their eyes, 
ancl the tears streamed do,vn their -cheeks. 

'' 'Tis the poison-fog, Sir Chief f1' gasped 
Jonathan. '' By my bones I We '-thot1ght ye 
,vere killed! Know ye what happened?'' 

.,, Nay; b11t I can form a shrewd· guess," 
i-epliod the Ha"\\ .. k. '' \Vhat of Moore? Did 
ye save him?'' 
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There was a blinding flash and a violent explosion as the gas bomb burst in the cabin. Panic­
stricken, Black Hawk burled himself clean through the window J 

'' 'T,vas impossible,'' plt t i11 R.eresby. 
Tl1e Ha ,vk tl1oi1gl1t 1·apidl}". He belie,"ell 

that Richard Moore ,vas dead. Tlie explosio11 
l1ad taken }Jlacc qt1itc 11ear to tl1e man, a11cl 
lie must ha ,·e cattght tl1e full flood of t.hat 
clead)y v·npour. A t.hol1gl1t \\'as alread)' stir~ 
ring in Sirnco11 Harke's n1ind-a startling 
tl101tght ,vl1ich, for tl1e moment, positivcl)7 

<!azzled him. 
It ,vns some lit.t!e time befotc tl1c ,,aponr 

cJrcrted a l\·aj". EYen ,•,bile the air \1{as .still 

,. 

comparat,ively l.l1ick, the pirate c-hief plttngccl 
do,, .. 11 the con1panio11-tal..:ing tl1e preliminar)' 
precaution to t.ie n great scarf arottnd l1is 
face. He com1nanded Jonathan Betts a11d 
Artl1nr Reresb~" to a.cro1npau:r him. Tl1ey 
fo11nd Richard l\'Ioore IJ·in-g motionless a11d 
aJ)parcntly dead. 

Ile ,vas dragg(\d up to tl1c oper1, a11<l a 
b11cket of ,va ter ,vas flung over l1i1n. llttt 
this had no effect. Tl1e mn11 ]av i11ert and 
al! about his fnce there were large nu;11bcrs 
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of ugly cuts, ,vl1icl1 bled freely. It ,vas clear, 
the11, tl1at tl1e exploding shell was of 110 great 
,·iole11ce in itself. Otherwise ~Ioore \\Tould 
l1a ve been blo,vn to atoms. Yet ae ,,·as 011ly 

cut abottt by the fl:y1ng fragments. 
'' The ma11 is dead," said Jonatl1an Betts 

l1arshly. 
•• \\~J1at kno,v jre of sucl1 things?'' retorted 

tl10 Ha,vk. '' Tl1e l\lan lives-else l1is \\·ou11ds 
\VOttld not bleed. i, 

Ile be11t do,v11, t1nfastc11i11g lloore's clotl1-
ing; a11cl~ sure c11ougl1, the n1a11's heart ,vas 
Lea ti11g. Not 011ly beati1lg, bt1t beati11g 
stl'ongly. 

Yet it ,vas a .full half-hottr before l1e sho,,·cd 
a11y signs of rct11rni11g co11sciousne.ss. E,·c11 
tl1c11 lie ,vas dull a11d stupid, arid knew 
uothi11g of what had happened. Ho 1nuttered 
a fc\v ,,.-01-ds, bt1t all l1e ,vanted to do ,vas 
to sleep. 

'' i\ fog ,1t~J1ich comes forth fron1 the cx-
1.iloding 1nctal things,,, muttered Si1neon 
Jia1·ke, l1is e~yes b11r1tj.pg. .,. A fog \\·hich 
strikes men do,v11 ,vith greater certainty tha11 
tl1c s,vord itself! .. ~ye, one ma11 can re11der 
t,Ye11ty I1elpless ! Yet tl1ey do -11ot die; tl1ey 
recover after a period of- apparent Jife-
Jess11ess. ,, · 

lie paced up and do,, .. 11, and the tl1011gl1ts 
in .l1is l1ead ,vcrc be,vildc1·ing in tl1e "lista. of 
,, ictory they opened. 

CO:\IPLETELY ig11orant of. expJ05ives 
and poison-gases, Simeon Harke ne\·cr­
tl1cless knew that tl1e meta-t object he 
l1rtd Hl111g-quitc by chance-,vas so111e 

engi11e of modern ,varfare. \\,.hat he did 11ot 
k110,v "~as il1at the thing l1ad been a sn1all 
ga~-bon1b. 

But, o,vi11~ to age, tl1e bomb had Je .. 
terioratcd. 'l~he explosive in it ,vas .ns .potc11t 
as eve1·; but tl10 gas w11ich had ·bec11 ,manu­
f actl1red from a secret formula :belonging to 
tl1e Parazilian Government, \\"as no ·tonger 
<lea<lly. \\:rhen tl1ose ·bombs had been Sl1p­
plied, tl1e gas ,vottld have killed \\·ithin a 
mi11t1tc. But no,v the only effect ,vas to cause 
a deadly cl1ol,ing sc11sation, a violent sickness, 
a11d almost immecliate 1111consciot1sness. ·Pro­
,. .. iding tl1e victims \\?ere qt1ickly supplied ,vith 
fresh air, tl1ey ,vould c.ompletely recover. 
'Il1~s ,,tas beca1tse tl10 1nost deadly poison 
i11g>:edient of all l1ad become innocuous. 

Sin1eor1 IIarke k11e\v nothing of these 
t11ings. Bt1t ,vl1at he did know filled him "~ith 
a ,vilcl joy. Not an l101.1r since he had been 
11ear to 1nadness in his rage. No,v l1e ,vas his 
old aggressive, i11solent self. 

For lie sa,v a road to victory. 
011cc ngain lt1ck hnd played into his hands, 

-bttt, as t1st1al, the Black Havik, in his over­
\veani11g conceit, c1aimed all the credit. 

-~ Come, Jonatl1nn ! '' he said abruptly. 
Something in l1is chief's eyes caused Jona­

tl1an Betts to become ct11·ious and excited. 
'l,l1e Ha\\yk ,va! so confident-so self-satisfied. 

'' Faith, have ye a plan, Sir Chief?'• asked 
Jonatl1a11 eagerly. 

'' Soo11 I ,vill tell ~ye," 1·eplied Si1neon 
IIarke. ,. C<J111e v.·ith n1e a11d bri11g ligl1ts, 
for ,ve go iar do"\-\'n i11to the depths of the 
great sl1ip." 

'fl1ere ,verc n1any mysterres in· the old bat-
tlcsl1ip-1nystcrious ·to these n1e11. Tl1ey 
avoided the1n n1ostly. 

Simeon I-Iarke no,v directed l1is footsteps 
to,vards tl1at part of tl1e vessel ,vhich co11• 

tained the 111agazi11e. He 1pa15sed tl1rot1gn 
great bt1lkhead doors, i11to ·siecl.,jli11ed cha111-
•hers, ,,,.}1ere tl1e air had a st.range -cl1en1ical 
-odot1r. . 

·Little did l1e a11d his companions realise 
that tf1ey ,,·ere taki11g their :Jwea into their 
hands by e11teri11g these <lanpn,us quarters, 
carryi11g bared flames. lt ·wu .an .act of in­
c1·edible folly-or ,,·ould have lbeel\, had they 
.kuol\~11 the truth. \Vith tl1em it was merely 
a11 .net of s11blime ig11ora·noo. 

There ,vaa a chance, tl1en, ,of ·the Porto 
:\Iarlo cxplodiI1g ~y-h~h, killiQg -every man 
ahoard. ~lore than that-"for such a mighty 
explosion ,vould probably Jia~.e· ·wl'ecked the 
cavern itself, bri11ging dmdh 1o ,every sottl 
011 the isla11d. For the1'13 wmre -a good many 
explosives i11 the magazine. '4e-cif t1lly, age 
had rendered most of them more or Jess use­
less, at least, they were not ,deadly da11gerous. 
. ''See!'' cxclai111ed tlie Black Ha.,,·k ;gloat-
111gly. 

lfe ,•;ns indicating a great steel rack; it 
:,tretcl1ed f1·on1 floor to oeili11g, a11d occupied 
011e entire ,vall of an inner chamber. An<l 
on this rnck. set out ,cve11ly, and in dozc11s, 
,vere great nun1bers of tl1e same gas :bon1bs 
\\·hicl1 tl1~ Ha,,11 ko 11in1sclf l1ad used. One of 
tl1eae t11i11gs had been bro11ght to •him, earlier, 
by a ma11 ,\~ho suggested that .they migl1t bo 
of uso as 1nissiles. Tl1e Hawk -liuil dismissed 
tl1e fello\v iinpatient.ly, declaring that tl10 
tl1i11gs ,vcl'e far too hea,-y to -be canied, a11d 
11111cl1 too cu111bc1•:,orne to 'be thra\1;D \Vi th any 
effect. 

110,v little lie l1ad kno,\·n1! 
''There arc 11t111drcds of ihem~and they 

l1avc ,_n1ly got to l>e ftt111g !', sai41 Hawk almost 
i11 a ,vh_isper. '' Good Jonathan, I sec vic­
tory-and a great a11d overwhe·lmi11g victory. 
,l'Vwy,as in n1y n1ind to make sure that ,ve 
possessed .a111plc supplies of tl1e metal tl1ings 
:re now gaze upon.,., 

Jo11athan Betts w·as bc,vildered. 
'• I gather not yot11· 111eaning, Sir Cl1icf, '' 110 

said, stari11g. 
'' Nay 2 '' cl1uck:led the other. '' Twas one 

•of tl1cse tl1ings ,vl1ich I -flung at Richard 
1\Ioore-and ,vhich cattsed me to crash hcad­
lo11g througl1 the cabi11 ,vindo,v. Come!,,· 

They ,vent ttp the s\1ip, a11d at le»gth they 
emerged upo11 tl1e deck. Tho ,men were 
~.ta11ding abottt i11 excited groups, now talk­
ing in a different tone. No longer did they 
mutter of mutiny, or of sttrren·der -to·•• ~laster 
Lee.'' 

Again Simeon Harke \\"'ent up the '\Jessels 
bridge, but this time he did -11ot Taiae his 
voice in ,,.iolent rage; he gave instructio11s 
that the meo were to be collected r-ound him. 
And \Ylieu they .haa gathered, _anti wh8n ho 
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spoke, he spoke softly, so that his ,·oice would 
reach the mcr1, bt1t ,,·ot1ld not carry to the 
land. 

'' List to me, scum!" said the Black Ha ,vl, 
grimly. ''Ye talk of su1:rer1der. But I. cart 
tell ye of a '\\'ay i11 '" l11ch \Ye can gain a 
great triumph." . . 

Even as he spoke a new idea came to h1m­
ar1d a ct1nning light leapt into his eyes. 

"Bones and blood! Sttrrender ! '' he m11t­
tered. '' Aye, 'tis a crafty scheme! Alreacly 
tJ1e , ... ·hispers have reacl1ed the people that 
my men are ripe for stirrender !'' 

He once again addressed himself to the be• 
,vildered pirates. 

'' Belo,v, in one of the steel -chambers, re• 
pose l1t,ndrcds of small metal objects,'' he 
E-aid impressively. '' The)" have but to be 
flung, and they spread a great fog, a fog 
,,,.hich cat1ses men t.o fall, \\'rithing in agony. 
A11d soon they lay as tl1ough dearl. You have 
seen ,vhat befell Richard l\loore. 'T,\·as 
nearly my fate also. Meri ,,Fho suffer ·from 
that gas 11nawares have no means of escape.'' 

'' Aye, Sir Chief, but ho\V can we a,·ail our .. 
SC l \:.eS,--' I 

' ' I ,vill tell you!" interrt1pted the Ha"·k. 
'' 'T""ill be easy enougl1 for all of l,.e to 
conceal these metal objects about your persons 
-and in such a \\·ay that tl1eir presence ,\·ill 
not be apparent. Then lre ,,.·ill cast aside yot1r 
1\-onpo11s. In great numbers ye shall take 
boats, and hasten to the land. Jonatha11 
Betts and Simon Lane sl1all go, \\!ith ye 
11rging ye on, shot1ting encouragement." 
. '' Faith, but I t1ndcrstand not,'' said Betts, 

in ,vonder. · 
'' Soon ye ,viii kno,v the craftiness of my 

[Jlans, '' said the Black Ha\vk, turning upon 
l1im. '' As ye all go, I shall be on clcck, 
J·a,"ing, cursing, calling }?c scum and t.raitors 
and tht1tinotts dogs. \~lhat ,,,.ill ?\faster Lee 
n11d the others think? 'T\\,.ill be clear to 
tl1cm that the men have mutinied, and that 
t.l1el· have desertC'd me.'' 

'' Ay, 'tis true,'' said Betts, a glimmering 
of 11nclcrstanding coming to him. 

'' l?eaching the land, ;ye shall all mare? 
to,varcls the to,vnship, ·and every hand shat] 
he raised o·n high, proving that ye are un­
armed-and t.l1at ye surrender. So the enemy 
,,·ill be l11lled into belie,"ing that all is well.'' 

'' And then?'' put in Simon Lace ·eagerly. 
'' Then, good Simon, l~Oll and Jonathan 

,viii give the order--:and :you "'ill _gi;:e it 
jl1st as :rou are e11ter1ng the township, re• 
plied Simeon Harke. '' And e,·ery man of 
3·ou ,,~ill prodttce the ro11nd objects, and fling 
them. You will fling them in every direction, 
omongst the defenders-and partic11larly 
amotl_i5t !\laster Lee and his accursed 
friends!'' 

'' By 1ny bones!'' ejaculated Jonnthan 
Bet,t.s. 

'' 'Tis a wondrous plan !'1 

The treachery of 1t, the untold dishonesty 
of it, did not occ11r to him. It ,vould be a 
vile and unclean trick. 

'
1 Tis bct.ter that we should not put this 

plan · into immediate execution,'' ,rent on the 

11 

Ha\vk ct1nningly. ''Let there be several 
smalier revolts t"irst. Tht1s shall Master Lee 
be more f ttlly decci \·ed. A nttmber of )·ott 
shall break a,va)", and there "·ill be a great 
quarrt~l. Other me11 ,vill go in cl1ase, and 
bri11g the mtttineers bacl{. 'T,,·ill be a lively 
eno11 gh .comedy ! " 

'' A11d after tl1at ?'' asked Jonathan. 
'' To,vards midda~y ye "' .. ill {lo as I have out­

lir1ed, '' replied the pirate chief. "Then \\rill 
l\faster Lee be in tl1e right mind to receive 
ye.,, 

He \Vent nmongst the men, talking to them, 
pointing 011t the certainty of the prog1·amme. 
A11d the men themsel, .. es, inflne11ced b:y· his 
strong personality, eager to grasp at any 
possibility of victory, completely· changed 
their tone. Not a man no\\r desired to sur­
render. There ,,~as a ,vay ot1t ! 

AND soon nfter,vards the ''comedy'' ~·ns 
enacted. Amid mtich shouting, about 
t\\,.enty of the me11 s11ddenly leapt into 
a boat, and pulled nway. Other men 

shot1ted, a11d Bi1neon Harke himself ca111e 
upon cleck, raging. He ordered men to di\"C 
into the \\"ater, nnd he bello,,~ed that tl10 
mutineers slto11ld be brotlght back. 

'fhere ,vas n tremendotts con1motion. Ancl, 
ns tl1c pirates hacl foreseen, 1nany of the 
People of the l\Iist heard, and sa,,·. Qt1ite a 
fc\,., in fact, ,vere attracted 11earcr to the 
spot; tl1cy left t.he defer1ccs, in order to gain 
a clearer insight into ,,·l1at ,-.as l1appening. 

And soon tl1e~y rett1rnecJ to the dt~fendcrs, 
and they vrere full of l.,reathless nc,vs. A 
number of tl1e Black Ha\\·k 1s men J1ad 
mutinied, and had been about to sttrre11der­
bt1t they had bee11 overcome b;y force, and 
had been dragged back. 

'' It's an indication of "·hat is abot1t to 
happen," said Nelson Lee caln1IJ·, ,vhen he 
heard. '' It's the first breakaV'.11 UJ,", Dorrie. 
Lator, I have no doubt, tl1ere '\"ill a more 
general mutin:y-. ,, 

''Just ns yott said," said l1is lordship chcer­
ftilly. '' Yot1're al\\'a:rs right, Lee, olcl man t 
AB far as I can sc-e, tl1e ,1rhole game is 
over, bar shotlti11'. Jt1st a matter of \vaitin', 
eh?" 

'' Exact.Iy, '' repl iecl Nelson I .... ee. 
And even the great detective, astute ·as ho 

,,·as, had no suspicion of the deadlj' trap 
,vhich ,vas being set. 

CHAPTER 4. 
Black Treachery J 

I T ,vas ,vhen the sun \\'as high and the 
golden rays v;ere slanting almost directly 
down into the cavern that Black 1-Ia,,·k 
strt1cl<. 

The Jake and the township, at this period 
of the day, \\'ere in the full sunsl1in-a. It \vas 
tho best moment to tal~e action, for every• 
thing ,vould seem so strnightfor,varcl, and the 
defenders would be con1plete)l, fooled. 
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Tl1e n1a11, Ricl1a1·d l\Ioorc, l1ad now n1ade a 
remarkable recovery. The1·e were 110 after• 
effects whatever. Except for tl1e siight cuts 
and scratches Oil his skin he \\,.as unharmed. 
Tl1e effect of the gas, then, was merely tem­
pora1-y. And Simeon Harke was 1nore tha11 
ever pleased-for he knew that after he had 
,,-on l1is great victory he v.yould ·still have 
l1is victima, and thus l1e ,vould be ablo to 
v.·reak l1is deadly vengeance ttpon the1n. 

After all that had happe11ed, after tl1is 
nai-ro,v escape of to-day-for the Black Ha,vk 
kne,v ,,rcll enough that his men had ·bee11 
pre"·ented f1·om st1rre11dering by the 1nerest 
flttl~e it "'as n1ore tha11 ever necessary t.o 
give the people a display of ruthless strength. 

Tl1e Black Ha,\"k, ,vitl1 the k11owledge of 
tl1ose gas bombs, already co1111ted victory as 
cc1·tair1. It ,vould be a pity to let Nelson 
Lee and l1is companio:1s escape ,vitl1 a simple, 
u11spectacular death. 

There Ylere so n1any otl1e1· ,vays-bctter wn:ys 
-i11 v-1 hicl1 the ,·ictim1rcould be destroyed. 

A great commotion was taking place on 
tl1e deck of tho okl Porto Marlo. ~Icn wcro 
standi11g about in great groups, talking 
loudly, a11grily, and at in~rvala Jonatha11 
Betts a11d Sin1on Lane and even tl1e Black 
Ha,vk l1imsclf ,vould go a1nongst tl1em, argu-­
i11g, even e11trcatir1g. 

It was well done. So ,vcll done, in fact, 
that the ,vatchers from the to,vnsl1ip defences 
could only draw one conclusion. The evi­
dence so clearly before tl1cir eJ·cs all pointed 
to t1ie one fact that Sin1eo11 Harke \Yas los­
i11g co11 trol ove1· his men. 

The cunning of it was \\ .. orthy of a better 
ca11se. Bct,veen their sl1outs of• anger tl1e 
llawk and his lieutenants muttered deter­
mined Y,ords of instruction. Ai1d the men 
tl1emselves, hopeful once again of turning 
tl10 tables, ,vere full of a new confidence. 
Tl1ey kne,v ,vhat had happened to Richard 
Moore, and that same thing cou:ld happen 
to .. l,Iaster Lee '' a11d all the rest of tl1e 
people in the to,vnsl1ip. 

Tl1ere wo11ld be 110 real fight-no desperate 
battle. The pirates would necessarily :ha,ve 
everything their o,,·n ,vay. And this gave 
the1n much boldness and confidence. 

A. gang of men ,rorked hard-fetching the 
ga1 bombs t1p from tl1e magazine. This v.·as 
done secretly, and, with praiseworthy 
organisation, the bo111bs ,vere distributed. 
Each man concealed f 011r of the -deadly 
tl1ings about his person. No difficulties arose 
l1ere, £01· these men wo1~e loose, untidy gar­
ments. 

,. An id('a occt1rs to me, Sir Chief,'' said 
Jonatha11 Betts. 

'' Let us ha,ro it, good Jonathan, ,t exclaimed 
the Hawk boisterously. ''I am in the mood 
to hear what ye have to say.'' 

'' 'Twas your ·plan, I think, for the men to 
make a sudden dash ashore, in panic,'' ,vent 
on Betts. "They were to cast their weapons 
aside before leaving.'' 

•• A·ye, 'tis so.'' 
'' \Voulcl it not he better, think ye, for the 

men tG retain their ·weapons.-!'' 

"Nay, but that is foll,y., 1
' said the Black• 

IIa,vk impatie11tly. '' \\Te seek ~to make the 1 

people · believe tl1at we a1·e surre11dering·--''; ( 
'' Hear me otrt, Sir Cl1ief !,, urged Jona- ~ 

than. .. 'Tis my plan that tl1e men should ~ 
cast their weapons down with 111uch noise and j 

rattle as tl1ey adva11cc to\va1-ds the township. 
The defenders ,vill see these mo1lements1 and 
,vill be heartened., a11d ,vill gain the .g1·cater · 
co11fidence. '' 

'' A cunning enough plan, good Jonatl1an ; 
-and an excellent one," said the Black 
Hawk, changing his tone. ''\Vhen the .people 
see -my men casting their ,veapons aside a11d . 
adva11cing ,vitl1 tl1eir l1a11ds up1·aised, they ,vill 
i11deed thi11k that the day is theirs. 'l'hen 
,,,.ill come tl10 sttrprise. Faith,.J Let tts com• 
mence tl1is n1ove111e11t. I am impatient for 
,·ictory. '' 

''By George! Tl1ey'1•e on. t11c ·move!'' 
· Ha11dforth ,vas exc1ted. He and 

Nipper ,vere sta11ding togethc1· be­
l1ind the great defence wall. A11~ 

in the strong su11ligl1t they could aee right 
acroas t.he inte1'veni11g grou11d ·to the lake. 
They could see the sigi1ifica·nt activities of 
the pirates; and they colild hear the rising 
tumult of angry voices. 

'' Y cs, it looks pro1nising, '' snid Nipper. 
'' Our ml1tt1al pal, Simeo11 Harke, is havi11g 
a spot of bother.'' 

Nelson Lee, accon1paniod by Lord Dorri• 
more, had been n1aki11g a round -of the de· 
f e11ces. He had sce11 }1is lieuto11ants-sucl1 
n1en as Dr. Ott9, Tom Swayne, John Rutter 
a11d Abel Simms. Tl1ese men were ,eacl1 i11 
command of a section, a11d Lee :had satisfied 
l1imself that every yard of the defence \\'all 
,,ras capably rnan11ed. 

'' Why go to all tl1is trouble:?'' -Dorrie had 
asked. ,. I mean, the sho,v is owcr, ·isn't it? 
Such a lot of unnecessary trouble,,, 

•• I hope it is t111necessnry, Dorrie,'' replied 
Nelson Lee. '' But 11ntil the BJack Hawk and 
his men are defeated, or until :they surrender, 
,ve cannot be too carer w. '' 

"Well, you kno,v best, old man--31ou're the 
con1mander-in-cl1ief, '' said his lor-aship. '' But 
I've got a hu11ch tl1a-t the scrap's finished. 
Eve11 Un1losi is lookin1 miserable. He told 
mo just now that the whole affair is a 
bloomio' swindle-or words to tl1at effect.,, 

Lee \\'as frowning as he watched '.the distant 
scene. He gave a quick glance .. at Umlosi, 
and he saw ·tl1at the Kutana chief was staring 
tixedlf across towards the lake, loo. Umlosi's 
face was as immoblie as ever. 

•• Old friend, what is in your thoughts?'' 
asked Lee quietly. 

"Wau I lly eyes tell me -t1mtagati, that 
the enemy is but trash, and ripe for ·giving 
in,'' said U1nlosi. '' B11t my snake whispers 

· to me that there might yet be some more 
fighting.'' . 

•• I ,vonder ! ,, said Lee, as -though ·to him-
self. . 

Everybody else was .growing wildly e3Cited. 
There could be no mistaking the ;meaning of 
the scene on the lake shore. Many :boa ts 
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,vere pt1tting off f ram the Porto Marlo, ancl 
they \\"ere all Cl~\vdcd \\rith shotlti11g, angry 
men. Jonathan Detts and Simon Lar1c ,vere 
much in evidence. And the Black Hawk 
l1imself ra,red on the cruiser's deck, shot1t• 
ing, gesticulating, and beha,ring like a mad­
man. 

Even as Nelson Lee concentrated his atten­
tion upon the sccr1e, Betts and Lane tttrned 
tipon tl1eir chief; a11d tl1ere \\pas a qt1ick ex-­
cl1ange of blov~·s. 'l'he Black Hn,vk ,vent 
1·eeli11g ov·er, to crash t1pon the cleck. Tl1c 
11ext momer1t l~etts and Lane had st11mbled 
clo,vn tl1e ladder a11d ,verc i11 one_ of tl1e 
bonts. 

'' l\Iy· only sai11ted attnt ! " ~1'elled Handforth. 
'' Did :you see tl1at, Nippe1· ~ Tl1ose l,lighters 
gn,·e the Ha ,vk: a dot 011 tl1c nose!'' 

'' His Ol\1'11 lieutenants ha,rc tttrnell agair.1st. 
liim, '' said Nipper exultantl~r. "llurral1 ! 
This is the bcgi1111i?g of the end!'' 

The pirates ,vere already climbing ot1t of 
tl1e boats and corning ashore. Other boats 
follo,ved, a11d soor1 the men ,vcre sp1·eading 
ottt in a11 t1nrt1ly cro,vd. 'fhe Porto l\1arlo 
l\'aS left deserted. Simeon Hark:e hacl re­
covered himself by now, and he ,vas alone. 
Not one of his mer1 re1nai11ed to stand h:r 
him. He ,vas screaming like n n1a11inc, an<l 
tl1e plain infere11cc to be clra,,·11 from this 
scene \\pas that he had lost control of his 
forces. 

The men advanced to,vards the defences, 
shouting, raising their hands aloft. They 
,,·ere led by Jonathan Betts and Simon Lane, 
.and it was Betts \\,.ho suddenly turned round 
11pon the men. At the same moment l1e 
,vith dre,v his SYlord a11d Dung it do,vn ,,·ith 
a great clatter 11pon the hard, rocky grol1nd. 

'' A,,"Pay ,vith your ·arms, men!'' he bel­
lo,ved, his ,roicc carrying right into the to,\·n­
sl1ip. '' Let t.he people see that. ,,.·e corne v.ith 
peace in ot1r hearts!'' 

'' A"!,-e, 'tis a good plan!'' 
'' A,, .. ay with ottr ,veapons ! " 
'' \\re are sick to death \\'ith fighting!'' 
Clatt.er-clatter-clatter ! 
S\vords nnd ct1tla~es and kni\·es were flt1ng 

do,vn by the score, and the din ,\·as great. 
·Tl1e men advanced now ,,·ith t.l1eir hands 
raised above their heads-with 110 ,Yeapons 
upon them. And the defenders, joyo1u,, sent 
up triumphant cheers . 

• , 'Tis tho en<l I The dogs st1rrender !'' 
'' Httrrah ,,. 
'

1 They come \\'eaponless, seeking mercy!" 
The people, now, \\·ere \\·ildly excited. 

Great cro,-.·ds stood behind tl1c defending 
fot'ces-the older men, the ,vometl, and even 
tl1e children. 1\,iothers, believtng tl1eir little 
ones to be no,v safe, had permitted them to 
come into the open. 

'
1 Dorrie!'' said Lee snddenl~y-, l1is ,roice 

,~ery sharp. '' I don't lil<e it!', 
His lorclship stared. 
'' Don't like it?" lie repeated. ''Don't Iil~c 

,\·hat?" 
"'l'l1c2·e's somct hing funny n bot.it this.'' 
'' \\

1 ell, of cot1 rs~, ,vc all l1a ve ottr diff ercn t 
ideas of l1tlmour--'' 

'' I' t . I . 11 I' d di 1n no JO {1I·1g, o { 111a.n- n1 ca ). 
s?~iotls,;~ inteIT_llfJt"eci L~e sl1arply. ''I. don't 
tt1111k I m st1sp1c1ol~s m1ncle(i. To all 111tents 

-a11d fJltrposes, tl1e Black: 1-Ia,,rk's me11 are st1r­
rer1dering. ,.fhey ha.ve tl1ro,v11 tl1eir ,,·eapor1s 
a,vny, and tl1e,~ are comi11g to\vards us ,vith-
011t a tl1ought of figl1ting. But I'm suspicio11s 
of n trick.'' 

Dorrie look:cd at tl1e grent detecti,·e in 
,,·oncler. It seemefl to him tl1at Lee \\ras 

tal1~i11g 11onse11se. "\. et, i11 all t.rt1tl1, the de• 
tective J1ad co1ne to a sl1re,vd conclusior1. 

'' Dra ,\. it rr1ild ! '' protested l1is lorclsl1ip. '' I 
1nea11, ,Yl1n t can tl1e beggars clo? Witl1out 
tl1eir ,veapons they· are absolutely at our 
mercv. '' ... 

'' Yet I am ttnC'asy," said Lee. '' Tl1ere is 
something too violc11t about this 6ttrre11der. 
lt sa vot1rs of son1etl1i11g tl1ea trical-somethi11g 
carefull}"P rel1earsecl a11cl r)la11ned. The m~tl 

are making too mt1cl1 11oise nlJOtlt it-they 
are mal{ing it so ,~ery obvious tl1at they· are 
s11rrc11cleri11g. To 111y~ mi11d, it i.s jttst a shade 
too \\·ell done.'' 

He tttrnecl rar,idly, and before Lord Dorri• 
more c~~1ld n1alie an:r com~ent. A11d l1e 
(lalled N 1ppcr and Handforth arid U111losi to 
l1is side. They ca1ne at 011ce, \\'011dering at 
tl1c sharpness of hia tone. 

'' \Vhat's ,,·ro11g, gt1v'r1or ?~' asked Nipper. 
'' I don't kno,v-J·et ! " replied Lee. '' It 

ma~1' be tl1at I am t111dul)· sttS[Jiciot1s, bttt I 
cannot help tl1inki11g--'' 

He broke off, and in his eyes•there ,vas an 
expression of harcl fttry. For at that moment 
l1c had see11 Jonathan Betts ancl t\\·o or 
three of the other pirates lol,·er their l1ands 
a11d feel i11 thei1· pockets. 

'' By Heave11 ! " bttrst ot1t Lee. '' I ,,·as 
rigl1t ! Tl1cre's some t.rickery here!" 

•· But, man alive, I can't see '' begnn 
Do1Tie. 

''Tl1at's jtist it-~·ou ca11't see tl1e weapons 
these. men still possess ! 1

' snapped Nelson Lee. 
'' There's black treacherlr here, Dorrie-foul, 
tlnDpeakable treachctjr. The first suspicio11 
cro~ed my · mind lYhen I saw the pirate3 
flinging their cutlasses do\\·n so violently." 

The detective's automatic ,,,as out, and in 
l1is grip. Lord Dorrirnore instincti,·ely 
gri1)11ed his o,vn pistol, and Umlosi obtained 
a tigher hold on hi.s faith£ t1l spear. Nipper 
and Ha11dforth ,vere dumbfou11ded. 

'l,he ad,·enturers ,vere grouped together at 
the extreme end of the defence ,vall, and th(~ 
Illack Ha,, .. k1s men wero advancing in a body 
towards another sect.ion of that rock barriei .. 
E\ren if Nelson Lee l1ad decidecl 11pon so1ne 
nctio11, there \\~as no time for l1im to com• 
mttnicate his orders to the defenders · 

For so many t,hings \\'ere happening at 
once. 

Ifttrthermore, Lee's st1spicions ,Yere onl:r­
st1spicio11s. If he t1rged tho defenclers to 
violence, and t,l1e Ha,vk's men proved to be 
really tlnarmed, it ,vould be a11 act of sl1cer 
betrayal-tantamot1nt to tl1e attacking of a, 
force \\·l1ic}1 can1e 11nder the \\·hite flag. 

Until tl1e pirates made soznc hostile move, 
nolh i ng could be done. 
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And, n1eanwhile, tl1e Settlers themselve3 
were plaJ·ing right i11to the cne1ny's hands. 
Lee could see this-bttt he cottld do notl1ing 
to stop it. Soores of men ,vere leaving their 
posts all along the defence ,valls; they ,vere 
conce11trati11g i11 great excited cro,vds at· that 
Sfction of the ,vall ,,~here the pirates ap­
pro,tchcc1. 

And tl1e ,vall itself ,vas being tlt111g do,vn­
so that a clear road of entry Y."as made. 

Tom S,vavne a11d John Rutter, glo,ving 
,vith triumph, ,'.l,.cre 11rgi11g the men on. 

Tl1t1s, ,vhen Jonathan Betts and Simon 
La11c, lending the pirates, came v ... ithin twe11~y 
feet of the .defence \\"all, there was no longer 
nr1y ,,·all-bt1t a great ga11, on the othe.r side 
of ,vhich cro\vds of excited men v.~a,itecL 

'l~he Black Ha,vlc's lieutenant8- ,,-.:ere almost 
frightened by the success of the scheme. 
If ere were the fools, crowding together! A 
f cw of tl1ose gas bo1nb.s, and they ,vot1ld all 
share the same fate! It ,,·as a-t this moment 
tl1at Lee, from a liiile dista11cc, had noticed 
tl1e movements of the pirat~s• arms. 

., Come, comra,Jes ! " gro\vled Bett.1. '',,,.a 
must seeli the forgiver1ess of our people.'' 

'' Aye, ,ve come in sl1a1ne r'' went -11p" tl1e cry. 
'' Bt1t ,ve come to snatch victory-!'' bellowed 

Jo11ntl1an sttddenly. '' Up, men f No,v !'·' 
\\litl1in a split second tl1ere Vw"ns a dramatic, 

sensational change. Ha11ds ftaslied out fron1 
folds of jackets, and tl1e ttnsl1spiciot1s de­
fenders ,ve1·e startled to sec flasl1es of gleam-
ing metal. Tl1e11-

\\'"hizzz ! \Vhizzzz ! \\.l1izzzz ! 
Sl1i11i11g objects ,Yerc hurled by tl1e dozen~ 

rigl1t 111to the n;iidst of the ,vaiting crowds. 
Too late, Tom S,,·n:yne and tlie other section 
leaders realised tl1at it \\"ns a· trap. They 
sl1olttecl ,varnings--

Booo1n ! Bang! Bang! Boooom ! 
The explosio11s, follo,,,.i11g one anotl1er in 

qt1ick s11ccession, sounded like a ve1·itable ca11 .. 
• 11011a<le. Flashes came from amongst the 

c1·0,vds; n1en shot1ted ¥.'ith horror and .ago11y; 
JJa11ic spread like ,vildfir.e. 

_-t\.r1d at ench bttrst there arose a g1~eat clot1d 
of de11se, choking vapot1r. Men screamed as 
tl1e ya.pot11' got i11to their. e~test .and into their 
thront-s. Men staggered blindly,. colliding 
,,-itl1 011e anotl1er, trampling 11pon one 
a11otl1e1·-and tl1e conf11sion \\'as absol11 te. 

Nelson Lee and his party, o,, .. i11g, mainly, 
to Lee's foretl1ought, were not in the thick 
of the 1nob. rrhcy stood apart. ThtlS tl1ey 
,vit11esied the extraordinary scene withflut 
being in,·olved. '11hey ,vcre just 011tside the 
zo11e. 

•. , Ye gods and little fishes!'' gasped Lord 
Dorrimore. 1

' Gns bo1nbs ! Yo11 were right, 
Lee! ,The devils! This is the ,vorst crime 
kno\\'11 'in ,varfare ! '' 

'' What does tl1c Black Ha'\\~k know of 
J1onest ,varfare ?'' snapped Lee. '' Yol1're 
rightJ Don·ie. Poison gas! Good heavens! 
Look nt the ,vay the me11 are falling-i11 
doze1is-in dro,~es ! No ,vonder the brutes 
fI1111g tl1ei1· cutlasses aside! No dot1bt they 
fottnd t.hese bornbs i11 the old cruiser's 
magazi11e !'' 

'' \Vat1 ! This is not fighting !2
' tl1t1ndercd 

U1nlosi, l1is e:res blazing. '' Con1e, N'Kos~, 
n1y father! Let tis enter the battle and spill 
bloocl ! ,, 

·' 'l1!1at's a goocl idea,'' snirl Dorrie grim!y. 
''No! StaJ,"' ,vhere J·ot1 nre !'' ordered J...,ee. 
'' Sa;:fest tl1011 that, Umtagati ?'' asli:ed 

U n1losi, in ,vonder. '" Tl1ot1 ,voulclst bicl 1:1s 

1o hold back ,, .. l1e11 ot1r friends rire falli11g by 
scores?'' · 

"v\~e shall net help them, Umlosi, by 
n1arching straight to dentl1 !'' retorted Lee 
sharply. ~• O11e lttng f11ll of that poiso11 ga-s, 
nnd yott'll fall }ikc those other poor ·beggar.,! 
Mercift1lly, ,,·e'1·e ot1t of the gas zo11c here. 
There's just a chance that ,,,e mi.ght be able 
to help-b\tt not by making a crazy advance 
tt}JOn the pirates.,, 

Eve11 as l1c spoke, n thin clo11d of the gns. 
a. n1e1~e ,,;isp oi it, .sti:ctched out, and s"·cpt 
oYer tl1em. 

., Oh!'' gasped Handforth, clapping his 
l1ands to his eJ~es. . 

It felt as thot1gh pepper had been flung 
i11to ·the1n, n11d for some seconds l1e oot1Jd 
not see. The agony ,vas intense. A great 
pain cl11tcl1ed at his thront, too. 

'
11 Come!'' croaked Lee. "This ,vny !'' 

Tl1ey macle a r11n for it, .and v .. itl1in a 
mint1te they '\\~ere beyo11d rench of the gas. 
The 8e:ene all abol.1t them, in the to,vnship, 
,vas clr~mat.ic-pitiftll. 

Every scrap of Lee's ca1·eft1l organisation 
hati go11c to pieces. S,·rnyne and Rtttter a11d 
the otl1er section leade1·s had, in their ·excito­
me11t, forgot all Lee's precatrlions; they l1ad 
plnyed into the e11cmy's hancls. 

Yet who coulcl bla1ne them ? 
The surrender of the Black Ha\vk's men 

l1nd seemed so absolute. No,v that the trt1tl1 
\\"as k110,vn, it ,,·as too late to 1·ecover. 

'\\ .. J1ere t}1c dense clouds of vapour hun-g, 
tJ1e n1e11 cottlcl dimly be seen, staggeTi11g, 
f"lling. Already, scores lay in silent heaps. 
Tl1ree JJa1·t8 of tl1e defence force \'las uncon­
sc-iotts. i\f ost of the others "·ere either crazy 
,vitl1 pain, nnd staggering bli11d)y abot1t, or 
helpless ,,·ith te1·ror. 

\\'.'omen ,vere r11nning back from tlie danger 
Zf'>rie. dragging children with them. Pa11io 
h,1d tl10 e11tire to,vnship in its g~ip. 

NeJso11 Lee, -seei11g all this, \vas filled ,vith 
the gre&test rage ,,·hich had ever IJOSSesscd 
l1i1n. 

•• 1'he ho1111ds !'' he said bet,veen bis teeth. 
'' Heave11 ,vill punish them for this devilry l'' 

He saw the pirates rt1nning back towards 
the 1:-ike-for, of cot1rse_, the Black Ha,vk's 
men stood in the same danger aa the de­
f enders themset,·es. But they ,,·ere aware of 
t11e :pciS'ln gas, and they were able to get 
well clear bcf ore the ,·apot1r spread to them. 
Easy eno11gh for tl1em to ,vnit now-for they 
reckoned tl1nt there ,vas nothing to do but 
to allow tl1e gas to do its deadly work, n11d 
then they co11ld ,valk in at their o,vn pleasttre. 

Thero \\'as only 011e failure. Jonathan 
Betts l\ne,v thn t N cl son Lee· and the other 
adventurers l1ad escaped the gas. They l1ad 
bce11 too far distant. 
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But Betts gloated as he saw Lee and his 
co1npanions ru11ningt as though panic-stricke11, 
,throt1gh the township. 

•'By my bor1es!" growled Jonathan. ''Their 
blood is but water, after all! They Bee lilic 
rats!,, 

Dr. Otto, ,vho had escaped the gas, ,,·as 
_ staring at Lee & Co., too. The t.hing seemed 
11nbelie,rablc. ~lany of the other settlers­
particularly the women-\\·ere aghast. Nelson 
Lee, Lo1·d Dorrimore, Umlosi1 Nipper and 
1-Iandforth, ,verc running-t.ak1ng no notice 
of anl .. body. They were running helter-skelter 
through the rear outskirts of -the t.o\vnship, 
\Yherc t.he great rock wall of the ca ,Tern rose 
sheer. They were racing a,vay from the 
danger zone-deserting the stricke11 com-
111tt ni tJ·. 

CHAPTER 6. 
The Last Stand. 

·-

B UT -appearances can be deceptive. 
They ,vere so in this case. 
Nelson LQe '"as running because he 

desired to bring help to the bet.ra~·ed 
people. He kne,v that he and his sturdy oom­
par1io11s, unaided, could be of no practical use. 
It would be ens;y eno-ugh for them to sacrifice 
their lives by making a ,1'alia11t but u11a,-ail­
ing pl11nge · into the gas zone. But that 
,, .. ould be sheer folly. Better for the people 
to misunderstood this '' Hight.'' 

'
1 Guv'no1·!" gasped Nipper. ''\Ve're not 

running a,\·ay, arc ,ve? I don't under• 
stand--'' 

''-You \\'ill!" snapped Lee. '' Don't talk! 
R11n!" _ 

'' By glorl'~ ! I've got it l" exclaimed Dorrie. 
'' The Beast Men!'' 

'' Y cs!'' panted Lee. 
'' I beg their pardon-I mean the Islanders," 

,rent 011 his lordship. '' Gad I Think there's 
u C'l1ance, Lee?'' 

'' There must be-but it ,,·ill be a forlorn 
one, at the best,'' replied the detective. 
"Don't talk, Dorrie-use all your energies 
for running. ~ave your breat.h. '' 

If tl1ere ,va.s any satisfaction for Nelson 
J__.ee in this appalling sitttation, it ,vas the 
fact tl1a t l1is O\v11 party was intact. He , .. ·as 
Jlartict1larl)· pleased that Nipper and Hand­
forth \\'ere safe. And he ,vas determined tl1at 
t.he:v should not. be separated. They ,vould 
stick together, ,vhatever happened. · 

The d isastcr of the tO\\"n.ship ,vas o,!"er~ 
,vhelming in its i1nmensity. Practically all of 
tl1e ''rebels " had fallen t1 nder that gas. And 
I~~e believed-and he could not be blamed for 
belicvi11g-that those t1nfortunate men '"?ere 
dead. Practically the V'tsrl1olc commu11ity ,viped 
out, including many ,\~omen, a11<l a number of 
innocent. children. Lee's rnge against the 
Blaclt Ha,vk ,vas an a,vful thing. 

It \\'as too late to save those poor soul.s. 
B11t there ,vas a char1ce tl1nt Lee could exact 
vengeance. 

He l1nrl re1nen1bered tl1r ,vild Islanders-a 
strong force. 'l,,l1csc men had already sho\vn 

th~ir frier1clliness, atld tl1ey had camped a 
mile or so from the to,\"nship in the 
'' e:011.n~ry " by the river~ide. Perhaps these 
pr1rn1t1,~es could turn the scale. 

Just before leaving the to,vnship Lee 
halted, and called upon the othe1·s to do the 
same. They were P!'ssing 011!) of the q1taint 
houses on the outskirts, and 1n tl1e garden­
,vhich looked very much like an old English 
garden-there ,vere grc-at lin(\s of clothea dry­
ing in the hot sunshine. It \\"as a peiceful 
spectacle, rather incongrttous i11 the present 
circ11mstances. The Settlers, -as J~e knew, 
had a ,vay of ,veaving their o,vn cloth, and 
the materials t-hey produced ,\"ere of good 
qt1ality. 

''Here! Grab. these things ! ,. snapped Lee. 
'' Yes, all of them!" 

'' Bttt "·hat on eart.h--'' began Dorrie. 
'' Don't argue,'' interntpted Lee. 11 We shall 

nl'ed them.•• 
They stripped the lines, and during this 

b1·ief pause, Nipper and Handforth seized the 
chance to look back. · 

'' ?\ly only hat1'' n1uttered Nipper, aghast. 
'' Awful, isn't it?" said Handforth, his eyes 

ft1ll of agony. '' I-I w<;>nder ,vhat'a hap­
pened to Amanda? \\re didn't see her in the 
rush, nnd \\'e',re bolted like a lot of cowards.'' 

'' Bolted be hanged I" said Nipper, with 
some warmth. ·"Can't you trust the guv'nor? 
He kno,vs v,hat he' a doing.,, 

The scene, in the d3zzling sunshine, was 
terrible. The sun streamed • right down 
tl1rough that great gap in the cavern roof­
tl1e bright rays glinted fully upon the to,,'11· 
ship and tl1e lake. Beyond, the rest of the 
ca,,.ern ,,'.'as in shadow, and the elf ect "ra3 
irnpres.si,,.e. Over the township, spreading 
slo\\·ly. insidiously, ""as a great~ dense cloud 
of ttgly-looking vapour. O,ving to a alow 
wind Cttrrent-\\rhich the Black Hawk had 
cot1nted upon~the vapour ,vas drif t-ing imper­
ceptibly over the entire to\\·nship. It 1vas, i11 

fact, drifting a ,va~~ from t.he lak-e, so that the 
Ha,vk and his men still stood in the clear 
sunshine, unaffected by the noxiotts gas. 

'' Come on-there is no time for us to 
stand looking back,'' came Nelson Lee's 
urgent voice. 

They ran on again, and, keeping to one of 
the narro,v roads, ,,~hicl1 ra11 i11 nll directions 
throttghout the cavern, thev came nt length 
to tl1e ro1tgl1 ca1np \\yl1ich tl1e '' D()nst Men '' 
had made. 

Lee l{new that there ,,·ottld be some diffi. 
culties here. For the Islanders could not 
understand a word of Englisl1-and, in just 
tl1e same ,va:r, Nelson Lee fottnd it impossible 
to follo,v the qt1eer. chattering tongue of the 
primitives. All commltnications had to be 
made by signs. 

'fhe leader of tl1e Islanders ,vas a bearded, 
hairy giant known as Spuril1s Lartius. It 
,vas Dorrie ,vl10 had given the man thia i1n• 
pressive na1n()-just as Dorrie had dt1bbed t.J1e 
'' king " of the Islande·rs Horatius. This 
Spt1ritts Lartius \\'as now smiling all o,rer hi! 
rugged face, and hIB hairy companions \\·ere 
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looki11g jttst ns fricn<lly. It ,vas clear that 
tl1ey rlicl 11ot ap1Jreciilte wl1at l1ad bcer1 
happe11i11 g. 

80011, l1owcver, by n1eans of frantic signs, 
Dorrie a11d Nelso11 Lee ma11aged to n1ake 
tl1en1selves 11nde1'stood. Tl1ey pointed to the 
cloud of gas1 they staggered a11d Jell; they 
r11ade it clear that ma11y men had fallen. Then 
Spt1ri11s Lartit1s realised that he and his inen 
-,,·ere ,vanted, and a great clamour ai·osc. Tl1e 
primiti-ves ,,·el'e ready. 

'' 1'l1u11l, lleave11, Dorrie, _ ,ye ha, ... c made 
tl1em tl11derstand, '' said Lee. '' I'm not so 
sure 110,v tl1c:f'll take the 11ext move. \"\i1e've 
s·ot to tear tl1is cloth ·up.'' 

·• \"\,,l1a t for?'' 
'' To tHse as a protcctio11-against the gas.'' 
"Gad! I'm de11sc ! I ougl1t to have seen 

tl1at before," said Dorrie. '' Tl1i11k it'll be 
effective 1 '' 

'' I · don't 'kno',\". It may be of no ttse at 
a]J, '' replied Lee. ''But ,,·e mttst trust to 
lt1clt. '' • 

They all set to ,vork, tearing the garments 
i11to crude hu11(lages. These ,verc soaked in 
tl1c ril'er ,vater. The bandages wc1·e so 
111adc tl1at _tl1ey completely. ~overed th·e face­
and Lee jablJed t\vo srnn1l l1oles for tl1e Cjles. 
\r cry soo11, t_hey ,,,,e1·e all fashioning tl1e ba11-
dages after Lee's patter11. _ 

'i ,, ... c shall be able to see like this-and tl1e 
t.lcptl1s of the clotl1 may keep the gas back, 1' 

ex plai11cd the det.ecti ve. ''It's just a p1~e­
ca utionary measare-in case the devils 11se 
111ore of those bombs. And tl1ey're practically 
certain to.'' 

He tt1rncd to Nipper and Handforth. 
'' You bo";s l1ad better 1·emu1n here '' lie " - , 

,vc11t on. '' Dorrie n11d U1nlosi a11d I and tl1e 
Islanders can l1a11dle this.--'' • 

'' Chttck it, gttv'11or, '' interr11pted Nippel' 
grt1flly. '' Y 011 k110,v l,.Ott do11't mean it. ' 1 

_ 

.. \\
1e're i11 tl1i8, sir,'' sa~d Handforth firmly. 

• 

Ne)s011 Lee di<l 11ot argt1e. He belie,·cd, 
i11cleed, tl1at tl1ey ,vere going to c@t·tain death 
-n.11d l1e had ho11cd to save the boys. Bt1t 
011e look at tl1en1 convinced hin1 that wild 
J1orses \\-otild 11ot keep the1n back. It \\,.ouJd 
be a mere ,Yastc of ti1ne to talk. 

They • ,vere soon ready. Tl1e Islanders, ,vi th 
q11ick i11tellige11ce, kne,v \\·hat ,vas required of 
tl1em. '!"hey <lid 11ot understa11d is the least 
,vhy they ,verc to u.~e the ,,·ct l)ar1dages, but 
tl1ey li11e,v thel'~ l1ad to be used. And that 
,vas all tl1at really 1nattel'ed. 

Tl1e ba11clages ,vcrc not ,vor11 :yet. 
. '' \\7ell, ,re'cl JJetter be n1ovi11g," said Lee 
grt1ffly. '· \\Te 1nigl1~ be able to steal a11 
advai1tnge. Tl10 pirates prol)ably belic,·e 
tl1at \Ve fled in panic-tliat ,,·as· 011e reason 
\\'l1y I ltrged )·ou to run so fast. The gas 
eloucl ,vill concf'al ot1r movements no,v, and 
,ve sta11d a good cl1a11cc of tal{ing tl1e brt1tcs 
011 tl10 flank b;y s11rprise." 

'' By glory! ·y Ott tl1i11lr of cvcryt11ing ! " 
saicl Dorri~ adn1irir1gly. 

'' Do I ? " 1Jro,vlecl I"ce. '' I ,v isl1 I }1ad 
tl1otlght of Oi1r 111achi~e-g11ns, Do1·rie ! Thero 
,vol1lcl l1a vo bee11 time for son1e of tl1c 
IsJnt1tlc1·s to lla , .. c gone t1p the· gorge to our 

o]d ca1np. 
Jike tl1is '' 

'l,l1ose n1acl1inc-gu11s, at a tin1e 

.. If that's all that's troubling yot1, ,v 11at 
abol.tt these?" asked Dor1·ie checrft1lly. 

He had bce11 "Taiting for this moment. 
I-Io ,valked across to a great heap of dried 
grnss and s,vept the grass aside. -Nelson Lee 
,vas startled, a11d delighted, to see the fottr 
·wiclced-·tooki11g machine-gtltls ,vl1ich had or1ce 
been t1sed to protect the ·base can1p from tl1e 
island top. 

''Dorrie!'' exclaimed the detecti,-e, his e:res 
gln\\-i11g. '' This is ,vo11dcrf11'1·!'' · 

'' I k:no,v it is," 11odded Dorrie cooll:y. 
·' Yot1'ro not tl1e only one ,~ho thi11l~s of 
things, old ma11 ! '' 
"''' Bt1t \\"l1y did11't jro11 tell me before?'' 
'' 'l"o tell you . tl1e ho11est trl1th, I forgot 

tl1en1 !'' said his lordship f1·ankly, a11d ,vith a 
grimace. '' Of co11rse, I re1nembe1·ed the 
111acl1ine-gt1ns as s0011 as \\"8 ,vere in danger. 
And tl1e11, \\"hc11 I saw yot1 headin' in this 
directio11, I thot1ght I'd keep it ae a sur­
prise. I sent so1110 of the ls)a11ders t1p for 
the gt111B dt1ri11, the night-a11' t1ntil five 
n1i11t1tes ago I didn't know they were here. 
A goad supply of an1111t1nition, too.'' 

'' Tl1ey rniglit mnl<c all the -diff ercnce be­
t,,·ee,1 st1ccess and def eat.,'' said Lee. '' Co1ne, 
,ve'll talte cl1arge of these ,ve fottr. You 
bo_ys can l1a11dlo the gl111s, can't yott ? '' 

'' Y 011 bet ,ve ca.11, sir,'' replied Nipper 
cngerlj1 • 

· 'l'l1c3l vrcre l1an<ly ,Ycapons-not ct1mbersome 
gt111s of the ·old-f tishio11ecl type, but deadiy 
tl1iY1gs ,vl1icl1 cot1ld be carried ,vitl1 ense. 

Ever:ybody felt more confide11t no,v. The 
g1.111s ,~:ere as good as fifty me 11. 

'' I hate draggiz1g :rot1 :rou11gsters into this­
bt1t, since ~yot1 are in it, I know that 3-·ou 
,vill ncquit )·ottrselves ,veil,'' said Nelson Lee . 
'' Don't l1csitate to fire, boj'S. These n1c11 
are mtrrderers. They are treacherous brutes 
,vho deserve anr1il1ilatio11. It is their live~ 
or otirs. ...\11d so, \Yh-en ,ve go into actio11-
figl1t ! '' 

Never h,1d the great detective spoken tr11er 
worc]s-a11d his co1npa11io11s realised all -too 
,ve.ll. The tables ,vere already turned-Simeon 
1-larl\e loolccci lilie ,vinning a complete and 
o,-er,Yl1elming victor:}'. Shot1ld he gain l1i.s 
e11d, tl1crc ,\·ot1ld be 110 doubt regarding the 
fate of ar1y of the ndventu1·ers ,vho ,vere left 
a Ji vc. · 

l\Iore than once dt1rir1g tl1is last desperate 
half-hoi1r Nelson Lee l1ad thought of the· t,vo 
J,'Ottngsters. He l1ad been tempted, indeecl, 
to n1nlie a q11iclc exit throt1gh the water£ all 
passage. It ,vns so comparativelI near-an cl 
so easy to reach. l\Iorco, .. er, the Black Ha,vk 
dicl 11ot l{no,v the secret of "the \\Taterfall, anJ 
tJ1ere cot1ld be no pt11·st1it. 

But it ,,·as foreign to Nelson Lee's natt1re 
tll tali:c sttcl1 a step. It ,vottkl be an act· of 
treachery, almost ns black as Simeon Harke's. 
}"'or Lee had promised to command the 
Settlers, and now tl1nt most of the n1en ""ere 
laid lo,v, tl1e old men and the 1t\?01nen looked 



Nelson Lee and Hipper reeled back choking and l»linded by the exploding gas bombs. In a 
moment their delence was broken, and like a devas&atlng tidal wave, tlle pirates swept down 

on them. 

to l1im for help. Never for a second did Lee 
t.l1ink of going back himself. 

And ,,,.hen ho considered the other possi• 
bilit)r, he brttshcd it aside. He could order 
Nipper and Hanaforth to get through the 
,,·aterfall tunnel, and to find safety. Bttt he 
ki1e\v ,vell enot1gh tl1at the:r ,,·ould not go. 
'11hey wot1ld merely ,vait.-and tl1cn follo,11,•. 
]far better, tl1en, for them all to be together. 

As they advanced upon the to,vnship-no,v 
taliing ar1other road, \\'hicl1 ,vottld lead them 
out near the Jake side-Lee eyed the bank: 
of dense ,,apour. It ,-.,as drifti11g 60 slo\\'ly 
th.at no mo,l'emcnt ,,·as perceptible. It hung 
ovor the quair1t old l1ot1se~ in a grim, 
bro\\~nish-yello,v pall. 

And it served to mask the a1)proach of thl' 
reinforcements. ,,,_ 

' ' This lane ,vill tal,e t1s, I fancv, throt1gl1 
tl1c tl1inning cloud of vapour,'' 

11 

said Lee. 
''\\Te must make a dash for it there. I don't 
tl1ink t.he belt ,vill be very thick, and \\"e 
can soon get. through. The air ,vill be clear 
on tl1e other side-and we shall come upon tl1e 
llawk and his men abruptly, ttnexpect.edly. 
That lYill gi, .. e us tl1c advantage.'' 

'' An', by the Lord HarrJ~, we'll plav 
~1~ ~ ttles ,,. i tl1 tl1e brutes ! '' ,·o,ved Dorrie. ~ 

'' Let's get at 'em-tl1at.'s all!'' said Hand­
fortl1, l1is e)·es bu1'ning, 

1
'\\

1at1 ! Thou art indeed a trtte ,varrior, 
n1Jr \~aliant son,'' rumbled Umlosi. '' But 
tl1ot1 art ,velcome to thy strange guns ft.•hic~!1 
stt1tter nnd chatter. I desire nought but my 
great spear.'., 

,. 
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[,ee \\Tas glad to find that U1e Islanders 
\Vere giving 110 troltble. They were follo,ving 
readi]yt even eagerl;,,. T11ey seen1ed t.o scent 
tl1at fighting ,v-as reqt1-ircd of tl1cm. Lee ,,~as 
011ly dot1htfu1 as to tl1cir condttct ,vhen tl1ey 
enrottnterod t11e poi8011 gas. · For it ,vas some­
tl1i11g of ,v 11icl1 they ,vel'c in con1plete ig11or­
;1.11cc. Yet tl1e ,vet ba11llages ,\·ot1ld gi, .. e them 
a hi11t. 

Nearer a11d 11cnrer. 
Ai-id· 110·,y, on the su11lit air, arose a .·great 

l~lamot1r. It came to tl1e ears of the adven• 
tt1rers as tl1ey approacl1ed the drif ti11g gas. 
rrl1e pirates, in a _ great Cl"O\Vd Oil tl1e lake 
side of tl1e to,v11shi1J-clear £ram tl1e drifting 
fi·as-,vcre already cclebratir1g their victory. 
It \\'as an exccllc11t mome11t for tl1e attack­
for it ,,,ottld take tl1e e11e111y t1na. ,vares. 

"No\V !'• exclain1ed Lee gri111l~y. 4,'01l ,vith 
you1· fuce protectors! Af tcr tl1at, stick close 
to 1ne, n11d rt1r1.', 

'l'l1ey all l1altec1, a11d it 011ly tool{ tl1en1 a 
n1int1te or so to place tJi.e ,..-ct rags arottnd 
tl1cir faces, and tie them. The Islanclcrs, see .. 
ing "-hat. ,vas i11 tho wind, follo,ved tl1e 
example of their leaders, a11d ,yitl1 1nuch chat--
terI 11g, dou11ed tl1e \vet clgths. • ~ 

JJee v..-a,·cd his arrn, indicating a quick rt1sh 
f 01·,vard. 'fhen, Jeacli11g-, the detective ran 
Et-raigl1t do,vn the la11e to,vards the belt of 
gas ,,.- Juch l1tt11g over tl1e grou11d like a fog. 

'' l(ccp close to me·!,, sl1ot1ted Lee. '~\Ve'll 
soo11 ho througli it. ..,\nd l1a.ve yottr g1111s 

rcauj"-\'w·e shall nee<l tl1e111 the jnsta11t ,ve'1·e 
out in tl1e st1nsl1ine agai11. '' 

'' Go al1ead, .sir!'' sang o ... 1t Ni1Jpcr. '' \\7e'Pe 
right ou yotn- heels!" 

'fl1cy plt1nged i11J a11d altl1ot1gl1 tl1cy held 
tl1eir breatl1, tl1e 11oxious gns l1ad an in1111e­
tliate eff cct. Their ej,·es sn1arted abon1i11ably. 
so tl1at tl1ey co11ld scarcely see. llut they 
plt111ged on, clencl1i11g their teetl1. 

Yet, ,,·itl1011t tl1e protectio11, tlt'ey e«>uld not 
J1ave forced a \Yay tl1rough tl1e ·gas. The 
dista11cc ,vas 11ot great. Lee, in fi-ont, already 
sa,v tl1at tl1e pall ,vas thinning. \Vitl1i11 a fe\v 
s~conds tl1cl· ,vottld be ot1t., in the clear air 
again. It wot1ld ha";e been i1npossible to 
a,·oid the gas altogether, but that wottld· :have 
n1ca11t a ,vide detotll", a11d tJ1e ene111y ,,,oi1fd 
l1a,-c seen tl1e1n fro111 afar, a11d ,vould ha,1 e 
be:en pre1Jared .. 

'fl1is ,·vay, the Black IIa,vl< .and l1is n1en 
,vould be taken co111pletely by surprise. So 
it ,,,as ,vorth the 1~isk. 

Lee, glancing bacl{, felt grim. Ile ca.tight a 
glimpse of tl1e Is!anders, staggering, son10 
running blindly, son1e t11rning back. There 
,,·ns a good deal of c-.onfttsion. Spurius 
Lartit1s l1imsclf proved l1is 1net.tle, for ne_ver 
011ce did l1e falter; and a good n1a11y of tl1e 
otl1er '' Beast lfe11 '' 6t.11cl< to hi111. Btit 
others we1·e terr1fie(l by the strange sensations 
,vhich affected their eyes and throats for 
11ot many of them had takcll the precat1tion 
to hold tl1eir breath. 

Tll11s, 011ly about half the reinforcements 
got. -thro11gh. The otl1er half I in blind pa11ic., 
retreated. 

'' TIS victory, Sir Cl1iefJ'' said Jonathan. 
Betts gloatingly. · 

6
' Aye? Coniplete and wondro11s 

victory l '' said the Black Ha ,v l~ 
tl1rusting out his chest~ and strikin-g _an att.i-­
tt1(le wJ1ich, in other cil·c11rnstance.!, ""ould 
have bee11 funny. ''\Vhat say the n1en no,,~, 
.ggod Jo11athan? Talk they still of st1r­
re11der ?'' 

And }1e ga,~c a great, boiste~ous laugh. All 
allout him the desperadoes were JrtOt1ped. 
They stood in knots, animatedly talking, ar1c.l 
most ej·es ,vere turned in the direction of the 
to\v11sl1ip. 

'fhe noxiot1s gas still h11ng there, looliiug 
stra11ge, indeed, in the ft1ll et111J.ight. Tl1e 
defe11ccs a11d tl10 ho11ses ,vere almost invisible, 
O\vi11g to the blur of gas. 

.i\11d ,re1·y fc,v sottnds came from the to,vn• 
sl1ip-and ,vl1at sou11ds there ,ver~, s.een1ed to 
come ·from afar~ and ,vcre mostl1 cattsed by 
frightened ,von1c11 and screami11g childrc11. 

·The men ,vere either totally u11consciot1s or 
st1igge1·ing about l1elplessly. Certainly, tl1cre 
,vas 11ot the sligbtest possibility of any nttack. 

'' Like fools, they collected in one spot­
to ,velco111e t1s ! '' laughecl Simon Lane co11-
te1nJJtt1ol1sly. "' T!1us, when '\\~e ht1rled our 
missiles, tl1cy ,Yere all cat1gl1t by the clot1<la 
of strange ras. 1' 

He a11d the otl1cr pirates ,vere feeling thcn1-
selv-es 110,v-for the;· had recovered their 
-s,vords .a11d cutla-sses, arid ,vere ,vearing them 
ns of o"ltl. Not a rnan amongst then1 dec111ed 
tl1at the trick had been t1nclean. TJ1ey ,, .. ere 
the n1asters of the sitt1atiwi, and it 011ly re• 
1nai11cd for tl1em to ,vait 1mt1l ihe poison gas 
l1ad clearecl, a11d then ther oouM entex the 
to,vnship and take full command. When the 
••rebels'' recovered their W«itll, the Black 
lia,vk ,vo11ld once more ·have absolute control 
of the entire con11nt\nity. 

'' Tl1ink J'C, Sir Chief, that the · strangers 
v.·ill cat1se more troulJle ? '' asked Bet ts. 

The Black Ha,vl, spat violently as an in­
dication of his oonten1pt. 

•• Bones a11{l blood!'' he s,vore. •• Diel tl1ey 
11ot take to flight? In the hou1,. of peril they 
-proved themselves to be bt1t ct1rs. May tl1eir 
bo11es rattle and rot! \Ve have nought to 
fear f ro111 sucl1 ,·ermin ! '' 

His ,-iole11ce ,vas so great that it was pal­
pably used to cover his o,vn anJ[iety. He did 
11ot mean ,vhat he said. He ·knew Nelson Lee 
better-a11d l1e ,vas afraid of some sudden su1·­
prise. Yet l1e had no ,vi~b -to spread ttn• 
e~iness amo11gs~ }1is me11. They wer.e co11--
-fide11 t 110,v. · 

•• Sir Chief! Look!'' sl1ot1ted Simon Lane 
sttddenly. '' Faith, but tl1e straiigers come 
110\v-a11d they bri11g r1u1nbers of the Beast 
l\Ien with then1." ~ 

•• Split my ,vindpipe !'' snarled Simeon 
Harke, whirlir1g rot1nd. 

It was almost an ar1s,ver to ·his thoughts. 
Frotn the extreme end of the :gas zo11e a 
11t1mber .of figures had come 'lurehi11g into 
vie,v-running hard. And at first -sight they 
were ·st-ra11ge enot1gb to gaze upon--Jor they 
,verc ~till wearing the ,vet face cm .. erings. 



Now, ho,vever, as the Ha,\·k s,vt1ng rot1nd, Nelson Lee, a11d the detectiv·e ,, .. ns al1nost 
Nelson Lee ,vhipped his covering as!de.. 'fhe lifted . i11to tl1e air by the force of the 
others did tho same. They ,vere i11 the open cxp10s1on. He 1·ecled back and tl1c niachine­
air agai11, f1·ee fro1n the gas belt. And behind ~u11 \\·as sent flyi11g. Tl1c ;·apottr cat1ght hi111 
then1 ,ve1·e considerable nt1mbers of the 111 tl1e tl1roat a11d in tl1e e_yes, a11d •l1e stag­
. I standers. This ,vas 110 fair test of the primi• geretl. 
·tives' coul'age in battle. For the ttnfortttnate '' Gt1\·'11or !" gasped Nipper. 
-.111en ,vere not 011ly be,vildered by the gas, He leapt for\,~ard, but l1e too, reeled 
nr1d by the face cov·e1·ings theJ· "~ere compelled bli1ldly. It ,, .. as the \'{Orst of bn'd luck. 8l1ecr 
to \Y~ar, but by tl1e ,,,ery 11att1re of the battle if,111ora11ce of tho macl1i11e-guns l1ad cat1sed 
jtself. the pirates to co11ti11ue tl1e cl1arge. Other\vi~e 

'' The metal missiles!" thundered tl1e Black tl1e ,·ictory ,vould J1a vc go11e to N clso11 JJcc 
Ha,vk. '' Come, men! Ye J1a,·c plenty Jeft ! arid l1is part~r. It \\:~s jtu,t 011e of tl10s0 
Ht1rl t.hem_!" . trifles ,vl1ich tt1rn the ,,.rl1ole tide of battle. 

Betts and one--or t,Yo others ,,·ere t1Tgir1g To make matters ,vorse, Handforth's 
the me11 on, a11d many more of tl1e gas bombs machine-gttn l1ad suddenl)' jam1nccl. In l1is 
,vere grip1)ed, and the pirates commenced a eagerness, the bttl'l~· • schoolboy l1ad operated 
n1ad rush. it too ht1rriedl~,, and 110\\1' tl1e \\l'enpon ,v-as 

They hacl s11rpremc confidence in the bombs 11seless. Tl1ere \Vas no time for l1in1 to free 
no,,,. They l.:ne,v. that the)' had but to the mecha.nism. 
npproach to ,vithin thro\\·ing distance, ancl In a sudden f1"c11zy he leapt for,vard, ,vhir( .. 
their enemies ,vot1ld be laid lo\\·. So tl1e charge ing the 1nachine-gu11 higl1. \Vitl1 all l1is 
\\·as spectacular. More than half the Black strength lie flu11g it, a11cl t\YO me11 fell.. 
1-lawk's men, ,vho ,vere 11(\nr at l1and, ,vcr1t Another of tl1e bearded gia11ts, seeing Vfl1at 
1·t1sl1ing towards tl11s daring little force ,vl1ich l1ad l1appened, leapt for,,,ard. He ,vas S\\ri11g- . 

l1ad come sq u11expectecllJ,. on their Hank. i11g a great \Yocxle11 clt1b. 
N clson Lee and Dorrie arid the t,vo bo·vs S,,,ish ! 

had suddenly stopped, and ,,,ere no,\' crouch- Ha11dforth, staggering - for"·ard, bli11ded by 
ing low, holding strange-looking i11strumc11ts. the gas, ,vould l1ave had l1is b1·ains dasl1ed 

And then-- ottt then. But so1r1ethi11g blach: sl1ot beside 
Zt1t-z1lt-zttt-zt1t-zut-zut-zt1t ! l1i1n· and so1nethi11g fla.sl1ed 1 too. 
The instrt11nent in Lee's l1ands commenced ''lTgggggggl1 I" 

stutteri11g ar1cl stackerir1g, and films of smoke It v.·as the dc-ntl1-e1·y of tl1c man ,vit.h the 
rose. '11hree of the foremost pirates sttd- blt1dgeon, for lJn1losi's SJJcar l1ad bttried itself 
cle11ly collapsed, screaming ,vith ngon~"- '1,,, .. 0 i11 his cl1est. Bttt at the sarne second tl1e 
l1ombs exploded premattirel~l, nnd vapour ,,·erit great ,vooden club strck U1nlo§i on the J1cacl, 
•lJillo\\'ir1g out amongst the pirates thcinselves. and the mighty Kt1ta11a ,,·arrior crasl1ed llack-
l11stantly, there \\"as conft1sion. ,v·ards and lay still. 

Zut-zut-zt1t-zut-zut-zut-zttt ! The ,vl1ole thi11g, from begin11ing to end, 
The other rnachinc-gurlB \\·ere getting to l1ad occttpicd no rnore thn11 t\\'O min tt tes. 

-=\.\·ork no,v, a11d- a deacll)· hail of b11 Jlets· 1-ve11t Nelson Lee, looking back, saw tl1at the 
racing i11to t.l1e pirates. The Black· Ha,,·k. Isla11dera \\'ere 1·tinning R\\'ay·. He did not 
\\'ho ,vas standing ,vell. back:, let otit a 3,eJI of bla1ne the111. The gas \\·as i11 their e)·es a11d 
i·age. tl1roats, and they were frantic \\·ith fear. 

·• On, men-on!'' he tht1nd~red. '' Let t.hcm Lord Dorrimore ,vas still plugging away at 
have the deadly gas!'' ]1is machine-gun, but l1e ,,tas cloing so blind)),., 

Nipper and Hnndfortl1 ,,,ere handling tl1eir for he cot1ld no longer see. His se11se-s ,vere 
l\reapons skilfully, • n11d they ,ve1·e absolt1telv reeling. 
rttthless. Out of the corner of liis C\)·e, Nip}l~"r The11 came anotl1er rt1sh from the Black 
sa,v · Umlosi leapi11g rottnd the eclge of tJ1e Ha,vk.'s n1en. 1'-fore of the gas-bombs \\'ere 
C'nemy force, well clear of the machine-gun flt111g, and tl1ey· exploded comparatively near 
fire. And the great -Kutana ,, .. as already· to the spot ,vhere Lee and his party were 
,loing tremendoua v.'ork l\"itl1 thnt spear of star1cling. The ,·apot1r rolled out, spreading 
l · ,,·itl1 incredible dcadlv speed. 11s. . h .. 

Flash-flash-flash-flash! Nipper lvas t e next to go. He staggered, 
Nipper could see the sttnsliine glinting on rollecl over, n11d lay still. Nelso11 Lee leapt 

the blade. It rose a11d fell. l\1er1 ,,·ere slain to his side, btit tl1e detective cot1ld 110 longer 
before they k11ew what had hit them. Umlosi brC'athe freely. 
in nction · was as dangerot1s ns a dozen men. Lord Dorrimorc ,\·as ''out .. " IIe had 

Boom!- Boooom I · collapsed over l1is machine-gt1n. 
The Black Ha,vk's ,vords hnd had effect. ''Sorrv, Lee, old man," he muttered. 0 Did 

T-he pirates rallied, and, ,vith a st1dden rttSh, our best'. Ca11't help it. \\7i11ged a few of 
they- ran for,vard. Many fell, either killed or the devils, anyho,v." 
'\\ .. ounded by the machine-gt111 . bt1llets. '11hc Nelson Lee scarcely henrd. He saw the 
pirates did not kno,v just ,vhat t.l1ose ""eapons Blacl{ Hawk throt1gh the vile fog; l1e 6'~\V 

\\'ere-or, indeed, they \\"ould never l1ave him b11t dimly, and l\·ith a Inst effort Lee 
nclvanccd as they did. . clragged ot1t his nt1tomatic and took aim. 

O,,,ing to the force of tl1cir rtt.Sh, t.l1ey came Crack! 
,vithin thro,ving range. l.fany of tl1e bombs Tl1e ,veapon spoke, a11d the Black Hal\'k, 
,vere hurled. They exploded just in front of uttering a terrible ct1rse1

; staggered a11d fo11. 
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And at tl1e san1e secoud Nelson Lee's se11ses 
left l1in1. 

'Il1e last sta11d l1ad failed. 

CH·APTER 6. 
The Trial. 

N ELSON LE-E'S first clear tl1ougl1t, after 
co11.SCious11ess rett11·11ed, was that he 
sl1ottld 110 lo11ge1· · be alive. He ,vas 
puzzled. • He k11c,v that tl1e poisos 

gas had filled I1is lu11gs, and ,vl1en his senses 
had lelt hin1-,vl1eu l1e J1ad taken tl1at last 
shot at the Black lla,,~k-l1e had believed tl1at 
it ,vas dcatl1. 

No,v lie ,,·ns alive again-and e2cept for 
a11 irritatu1g d1·j~11css i11 11is tl1roat,_Jle seemed 
to be 11011e tl1e ,vorse. Certainly, his lungs 
,vere not poiso11cd, for J1e cot1ld b1·eathe <leepJy 
~·ithout effol't, ,,:ithot1t pai11. 

He tur11e_d over 011 l1ia s~e, n11.d neai· l1im 
lie saw ·N1pper-a11d next to Nrpper, Lord 
Dorri1nore. Tl1ey ,,,.ore both sleeping peace­
f ttll~y. \\7ith a quick intake of ·breath, Lee 
looked on tl1e otl1er side. . Y cs,• Handfortl1 
a11d U mlosi ,,·ere there, also sleeping. · 

'' Bi1t tl1is is ridiculot1s l '' 111uttcred Lee., 
it1 f rar1k be,vilderme11t. 

Il!S sensations ,,1ere 111ixeo. He COltld see 
11erf cctly. 1-Iis eJ·cs sn1arted a littJ~. bu·t it 
y,·as 011ly a trifl.i11g i11co11ve11ience. And 110,vJ 
a., lie took further st-0clc o.f l1is -su1~1-oundings., 
he sa\v tl1at lie arid his con1panions ,~ere 
\\"itl1i11 a 1la1·.row cave, the fro11t of wl1ich 
,vas protected by a great ,vooden door. This 
door \\·as 11ot solid, bl1t ,vas c01nposed of 
hca ,,y oake11 sections, a11<l there ,\~ere spaces 
bet,\·een then1 tl11·ot1gb \\·hich tbe ligl1t 
e11tered the cnve. 

,. Extraordi11ar_y ! a 11111r111tu·ed Lee, rising 
to l1is feet. 

He \\·as ratl1er 11r1stcady on l1is pin~, and lie 
,,·as conscious of a gi1a,vi11g hunger and ao 
over,vhcl111i11g tl1irst. Bt1t aftc1· a few mome11ts 
l1e steadied l1in1self, and n1oved silc11t}y acr~s 
to the great gate. 

He could tel1, by the position -of t11e sun­
by tl1c direction of tl10 sla11ti11g ra~·s-tJ1at it 
,,·as n1id--morning. NcnrJy twenty-fottr hours 
n1t1St l1avo elapsed, tl1er1, sinc~e--

Si11ce ,vl1at? 
Nelson Lee rernen1be1·ed ft111y-vi~id1y. 

A11d, remen1berin g2 110 wo11dered. Si11ce he 
,vas l1nharn1ed, -since Dorrie -and -the otl1ers 
,vere also t1nar111cd, it stood to 1·eason tJ1at 
t}1e Settlers the111sel ves had 11ot -been killed 
l1y those deadly clo11ds of poiso11 -gas. But 
tl1ey were not deadly ! They had 1nerely 
ca.used s,vift u11conscious11ess, incapacitating 
all the defe11ders. 

A11cl that oot1ld mean 0111y one tl1i11g. 
Sin1eo11 Harke, tl1e Black Ha,vk, had 

obtained r ull cont1·ol! 
\Vith tl1ese tl1ot1gl1ts in l1is mi11d, Lee -paid 

closer atte11tion to ,vhat \Vas going on Gutside. 
All this ti1ne he had .been a,vare -of a general 
l1t1n1 ru1d bustle of activity. 

'.rhere ,\·ere ma11y peoJJle in a11d _abou•t the 
(Jt1aint to,v11ship: a11cl Leo sa\.v at -0nce _that 
n1cst of tl1e1n ,vere looki11g · stlbdt1ed, £right• 
e11cd. It \Yas l!Ot diffict1lt to discover the 
C::lllSC • 

.lfor, patrolling in all directions' \\'Pere 
11t1n1bers of the Ha ,v 1~ 's ruffiai1e. They were 
strutting im11ortantly, a11d occasionatly one of 
tl1em ,vould utter some l1arsh orders to tl1e 
·people. 

So111et.hi11g ·b]11rry i11 tl1e d-ista11co attractecl 
Ne)so11 Lee's nttentio11, and he fo11nd, to his 
qttick ·surprise, that s1uoke w.as rising from 
tl1e rt1sted old f ttnnels of the okl cruiser. 
This \Ya.'3 a significant thing! So the fires 
-J1ad bee11 lit, and steam "·as being raised ! 
Lee se1ised, somehow, that the raising of 
ste-a1}1 i11 the Porto Marlo's .boilers was con• 
11ected ,vith his companio11s and h-imself. 

Allo,\"ing his gaze to travel f1-om .the ancient 
,var vessel, he now sa,v that an old wooden 
l1ltlk, a dismasted brig, \\:88 lying -not far 
didtant. And t-l1c decks ·,vere alilre :w-itb men, 
'\\·ho appeared to be bttsily \\·orking. Eve11 
at this distance Lee cottld see the •rising arid 
fa11i11g .of hainmers, a11d lie could -faintly hear 
the thudding ·blo"·s. 

Tlie me11 at work 011 t11e old hi,lk ·were the 
,·e17 men ,Yi10, yestcrda:y, hael •defended the 
to\v11ship. Sucl1 n1c11 as Ton1 Swayae, John 
Rtttter, a11d otl1er loyal hearts. -Standing over · 
tl1cn1, Jil,e sla \·e-drivers, v.ere the Black 
lla,~1{·,~ de.speradoes. 

'•·11I1ot1 art active, Umtagati, my -master," 
said a lo,v, xt11nbling ,,.oice. 

Lee spun ro1LT1d, a11d he fot1nd ·Umlosi ad­
,-a11ci11g to,varcls l1im. 

"I an1 glad, old friend, tl1at yot1 are 
a,\·ake," said Lee. 

''\ ..... -et it may ha,·e been botte:r if we l1acl 
11ever ,vakc11ed,'' said Umlosi. '•Methinks, 
Umtagati, that evil ,vork is afoot. l mar,-rel 
tl1at \\·e still live but since \\·e are alive, the 
1·a t tl1ot1 callicst tho Black Haw I< , .. ,, ill surely 
seo to it tl1at ,ve do not liYe long.,, 

•• \ .. ct it is a11 old sayi11g in -my cot1ntry, 
Un1losi, that ,vl1ile tl1ere is -life there is 
hope.," said Lee, v.~i tl1 ar1 effort at cbcerf t1l-
11ess. '• Tl1e fortunes of ,,·ar went against 11s 

yeste1~day. Bt1t, n1ercif t1lly1 11011e of us aro 
-badly l1urt. '' - . 

A tnl1mbling voice soltnc1ed, and Lee and 
U111losi fou11d tl1at Lord Dorri.more :\\rDB sitti11g 
lip. / 

"I wisl1 some kind person ,vot1ld give me 
a dri11k,'' n1uttered his lordship. ••:GadJ I',·e 
got a thil'st ,vortl1 a small fortune! What's 
l1appe11cd, nny,vay ? Where are we i:a.' 

Nipper and I-Ia11dforth, when shaken, were 
easily aro11sed. And so it was not ·Jong before 
they ,ve1~e all ,rery much alert.~ veYy surprised 
to -be alive and very dubiot1a of the imme• 
diate ft1tt1re. 

'• I'm afraid I got you i11to tl1ia mess.--'' 
began Lee. 

'' Rats and ·nonsen5" and ,fiddlesticks I'' 
gr9,\·led Dorrie. ''I wish you woaldn't be 
,etlCb an .nss, Lee I Everything waa geia' fine 
-t.111til tl1ose hlighters start;ed throwin' bombs~ 
How cot1ld \\·e. be pr~pared -fo.r such a mo,iec, 
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as tl1at? \\"'e p,tt tlP a goocl sho,v, didn't v.e? ''Dog!'' rotorted B~tts ,·iciottsly. 11 Ye'vE 
I'll bet ,ve polisl1ed off a good fe\v of the had )-ot1r last drir1k in tl1is world methir1ks 
hounds!" 'l,ilt ye die, ~ye shall go thirstJ"-aye, ancl maJ 

'' U11fortu11ateiy, tl1e majority of tl1em your tortures .be act1te !'' 
remain-and tl1e position is cxnctl~- as it \\·as Dorrie sighed. 
before ,vc ca1ne here,'' said Lee grtlffl,y·. '' In '' l', .. e come to the conclt1sion, !\,Ir. Betts

1 

fact, ,vorse. ~.,or the Iln\,~k \Yill make these that :you're a ,,.er~· tinpleasant gentleman '' he 
poor peo11le s11ff er clreadft1lly. '' said severely. ' 

'' Tl1e Isla11ders let 11s doy.·n," said Dorrie '' Let him talk, N'Kose, '' gro,,,led Umlosi. 
l;everely. '' I'm clisa1lpointed in Sp11ri1,s '' 'TLs the fashion of tl1c bttll~r- '' 
Lartitts arid l1is stnl\\·arts. Th~y're st1cl1 hefty ''By my bones! And \\·hv shottld I not 
beggars, too. Somel10\\,., I tl11nk they should talk?" s11eercd Jonathan Bette-;. '' 1,he game 
have done better." · is o,·cr, Master Lee, and J,"e ha, ... e lost. The 

'fl)on't b]arne tl1em, Dorrie,'' said Lee. great caverr1 is in our hands once again. 
'' \\'hen that poison gas strt1cli: them, tl1ey '11he Beast Men ha vo gor1C'-a}"e, and Sir Chief 
naturally retreated in panic. They \\'ere tip l,no\\"d the road by ,vltich t.hey entered, for 
agair1st somcthir1g ,vhich t.heJ' could not un- the 11nclean dogs ,vere observed in their 
clerstand-a11d that created terror. \Veil, it's retreat.'' 
110 good crying over spilt milk. \\7e'rc in a '' I \\'·as afraid of tl1nt,'' said Lee regret• 
mess.'' f u11.}"'. 

' 'I ,vond~r ,vl1at they've done to Amanda?'' <-Not only l1nve \\re founcl t.l1e strange pns• 
n1ttttered Handforth anxiottsly·. ~'I'll bet the sage b(\hind the \vaterfall, but Simeon Harke 
devils ha,~e 111a<le l1er a prisoner, too! If thel'" l1as ,yo\ved to block t.l1at passage," contintted 
l1'1r1n a hair of l1cr head--" Betts. '' 'l'hus the B£:aast Men shall be for 

''It's no n-ood going 011 lik:e that, yottng ever shut ot,t. Bnt first there is )·01tr pttnisl1• 
'un," interrf.pted Lee _sharply,. ~ut not un- ~ent to ha"..~ attcnt~on._" Ho l~u~hed C\·i~ly. 
ki11dls·. '' ,, c arc not 1n a pos1t1on t-0 utter R.ot my sl"1n, bt1t t,v1ll be a fitting punish• 
tlarea t.s." ment, too.'' 

'' D,.. George! T11at's true, sir!'' groan~d Ile. \valked off .. and Nelson Lee ,vas left 
Ila11dfortl1. '' Bt1t cot1ldn't ,ve escape?" he ~111sati.sfied regard1r1g tl1c _Black Hawk .. Yet 
,ver1t 011, ,vith his 11sual meteoric optimisr11. 1t ,,·as clear 011ough that Simeon Harke l1vcd1 
''I sa:y, ,vhy not? 1,hey don't 1-:now ''"~;re a11d was. inde~d, scarce]y ~urt.. O~herV!i~, 
a ,vakc ~yet, arid there n1ight be a \\·ay--· ~~tts ,vo\1ld have maflc mention of his chiefs 

'' No, Ha11dforth, there's no ,,,.ay, '' said inJury. • 
J""'ee. '' Tl1is cave is shallo,Y: tl1ero is no '' ,vhat ar~ tlley going to do-starve tts to 
l1an<ly tt1n11el i11 tl1c rear, through \vhich \Ve deatb ?'' asked Dorrie prnct.ically. '' If so, I 
C'an conve11ie11tly disappear. And tl1is oal~en dori't think mttch of it-as a scheme of ven• 

geance. '' 
gate, I can assttrc J,.ou, is strong enot1gl1 to '' If I kno,,, an'-'tl1ino" o[ the Ha,•,lt, he ,viii 
,vitl1stand all tl1e force v.·e are capable of .., 
appl.ring. And e,·en if ,ve got out, ,vl1at select sometl1i11g far rnore spectacular,'' said 
tl1cn ? All I ask of yo11 is t.his-wher1 matters Nelson Lee grim)~,· '' You remember ho,v 
come to a crisis, keep a stiff upper lip.'' he rnade me v.'alk the plank." 

f h , ,, ·d '' Ay, Umtagati-and 't,vas t.hrough that 
''You. can trtt.st us or t at, guv ~or., sai conceit of t~1e dog's that thou didst escape,'" 

Nipper. d J • 
'' Ratl1er !'' added Handforth, ,,·itl1 n cntch sai u·m osi. '' Wau ! It ,vottld have been 

easier to cut thy heart ot1t, but he preferred 
in his throat. a spectacle to please l1is brutal eyes; a11d 

For lie kne,v t.he true significance of Nelson thus ye escaped. Perchance t.he fools ,vill 
Lee's ,vords. Tl1ey ,vere in tl1e hands of. tJ1e agai11 make tJ1e same blunder.'' 
Black lla,vk, a nd it ,,,as any odds that that "\\""ell, ,,·e s}1all soon kno1v," snid Nelson 
bcarcled rascal ,vould exact a terrible ,·en• 

Lee. '' Unlc-ss I'm much mistaken quite a 
geN~i~on Lee found himself wondering. He number Qf the Hawk's men are coming in 
had a ,·agt1e recollect.ion of shooting-of see- this direction no,v. Betts ,vns not long in 
.. l II l f 11 Th · giving his news. 
ing t ie · a,,. { a · ere ,vas JUSt a pos- It \\'as so-arid all the prisoners felt glad. 
sibilit:y--

'' Ho! So the rabbits are scampering abottt Far better to get it over and done ,vith. And 
tileir ltuts ! ,, came a mocking , .. oice. ,. Faith, if Simeon Harke expected them to appenl to 
this is ne,vs for Sin1eon Harke!'' hi1n for mercy, he ,,,.011ld find out his mistake. 

Even Handforth realised that tl1ere ,,pould 
Jonathan Betts ,vas outside; the ·sttnshine be no possibility of escape \\rhen he saw 

'\\~as glinting on his great red beard. and the t,lie size of t-he enomy force. Two dozen men 
expression on his face \\"as one of gloating came, all of them heavily armed. And ,,,11en 
triumph. He \vas not afraid t.o come t..tp close tJ1e great '"~ooden gate was s,vung open, all 
to the great gate, for he knew t.hat the the men entered, a11d others closed the gate, 
prisoners hnd ha,.l their pockets {)mptied, and loc-lii11g it, ancl g11arding it on the outside. 
thtre ,vas not~ing they could t1se as a \\·eapon. The cave was now full of rough, boisterous 

·'We might as ,,,ell get this t.hing clear,'' men. Nelson Lee found himself grippl·d by 
said Lord Dorrimore steadily. ''We're four of the ruffians, and he l\ras quickly 
prisoners, I know, but what, exactly, is our bound hand and foot with strong ropes made 
r.tatiis? Are ,ve allov.·ed to drink?'' · · from dried seaweed. The other prisonera 
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were treated i11 t-l1e sa111e " .. ay. Un1losi migl1t 
have atte1npted to show figl1t ,vitl1 his ba1·e 
l1a11ds, bttt a s,vor_d poi11t ,vas tl1rust against 
}1is great chest, a11d a11otl1er at l1is back. 
'ff10 slight.est 1t1over11cnt \vould l1a·,_.e meant 
in1pali?1g hi1t1self. TI1c lliratcs were ta.l{ing 110 

cl1a11ccs this ti111e. 
Presently, Jo11atl1a11 Bett.cl rett1rned, a11d by 

110,v I.Jee and l1is cl\n1pa11io11s ,vero all roped 
llp. Not only ,vere their ar111s bottnd tightly 
to tl1eir bocl1es, bt1t tl1eir legs \vere ropefl 
togetl1er tightly, crl1cl1jT. ~Ie11 lifted th~n1, 
a11d carried the1n f ortl1 . 

. i\11d as they ,ve11t tl1ro1tgl1 tl1e to,v11ship, tl10 
]3iacl< lla.\,·k's 111e11 jeered at tl1c1n, spat l1po11 

tl1en1, so t.l1n.t their J1ttn1iliatioI1 sho11lcl he tl1e 
111orc co111pletc. It ,v as a tryi11g Ol'deal. 

T11e JJCaccft1l 1>eoplc, 11O,v tl1c sla\ics ,)f 
tl1e Black Ha\Vl( 011ce again, stood l1y l1e}JJ· 
Jcssl:y, ,vitl1 l1opelcss exprcssio11s i11 tl1ei1· eyes . 
.b~ro111 the wi11clo,vs of tho l1011sc, pce1Jccl 
,v<Jmen, terrified. 

It \\?as a sad occa~io11 for Nelso11 I~oe, ,vl10 
l1ad do11e so r1111ch, ,vl1o~a<l braved so Jlla11y 

dangers, for tl10 sake of tl1e ·unfortt111ate 
Jleo1Jle. It ,,-us i;;-alling to 1~110\v that it 11ad 
all bcc11 i11 vai!1. • 

rrl1t1s tl1e pri.so11er~ \VCl'C carried to 'th 0 
side of tl1c great lake, ,vl1ere the su11sl1i11e 
,vas strea111ing hotly clo\v11. And hero there 
,vas a ki11rl of 11at11raJ a!nphitheatre, where 
tl1e rocks rose in tiers. so1ne distance from the 
lake itsc]f. ...\.t tr1e l3lack Hawk's co1n111a,1d, 
large 11u111bers of µeople l1ad collected i11 tliis 
~111ph1thentrc. A11(l on every ha11d sf.ot)tl 
arn1e<l guards. Tl1e JJrisoners knew tl1at they 
cou)c.1 11ot look for any l1ope from t11e people. 
for tl1e t111fortt111ate Settlers ,vcrc co\vc(l u11d 
terrified. 

Leo ,vas to lear11,. Jater, that t.I1e BlacJr 
II a,vk l1ad alreacly rt1tl1lessly beheaded a 
,lozc11 1nen--i11 full sigl1t of tl10 co1n111unitJ". 
lfe hacl tl1reater1ed tl1nt if any ma11 lifte<I a 
finger agair1st 11i1n ngai11, lie ,vot1ld take a 
}1u11<lrecl cl1 ilflre11 ar•d l)li1lcl tl1c111. By these 
111etl1ods l1n tl tl1e Black IIa,..-k reduced 11is 
victims to al>ject s1.1 b111issio11. 

Nelson Lee and l1is co111panions 110w fou11d 
tl1~1t tl1ey were not tl1e only pi-iEoners. I11 
tl1e ce11tre of the an1phitheatre there ,,~ere 
otl1ers \vaiting·-tl1e leallcrs tlf the rebellion. 
To1n S""·aynet Dr. Otto, Abel Simms, John 
Rutter, and otl1ers. Tl1ey ,vere bound in 
just the san1e ,,·ay. IIa.11dforth gave a great 
g11lp, too, ,vl1cn he saw Ama11da Peterson 
a1no11gst tl1P captives-bo11nd like the rest. 
'fl1e girl's s~~ct1t face ,vas deathly -pale, l)t1t 
her eves v;ere dcfia11t, anc) lier ,vhole attittide 
,vas 0110 of prottd courage. 

"Tl1e devi1s-t11e n1isei-able l1eathen devils!'' 
pantccl Handfortl1 l1clplcgs}y. '' Tl1ey're goi11g 
to treat· Arnanda like tl1e rest of us! T11ey'll 
sentence l1er to deatl1, I suppose!'> 

'' Steac1y, old sor1,'' mutterecl Nipper. '' Pe1·­
l1aps it'.11 bo nll tho better if sl10 doea die. 
,v11at l1as she to li"·e for no,v? \Vith J1cr 
people crushed, l1e11

--
1> 

'' Perhaps J·ou're rigl1t~ '' wl1is1Jercd Hand-
forth. •• But it see111s hol·1·iblc. Oh, ,vl1y 

can't something liappe11 Y Some miracle to 
tu1·11 tl1e tables.,, . 

•• That's just it," said Nipflcr. '' Miracles 
don't l1appe11 no,vada~·s, Ha11dy. '' 

Altogetl1cr, there ,vere t\l-?enty of tl1c 
priso11ers. Helpless as tl1ey ,vere, they ,vcre 
stood upright in a great group, a11d all eyes 
,vere tur11ed upo11 them. '.fl1is ,vas a ki11d of 
sho,v. The Blacl~ 1-Ia,vk, it seemed, ,vas 

Black Hawk brought his hand round and struck ·Lee a 
'' They shall suffer &he tortures , or hu 

placi11g ·tl1e111 on t1·ial. 1:"" ct it "·as likely 
c11ot\gl1 to be a mockcrl·. 

Prese11tly, ,vitl1 a gre,it clatteri11g of swords 
a11d 1nany sl1ot1 ts, a 11t1n1ber -of the victors 
approacl1cd. The Blacli Ilawk strode at t-hoir 
l1ead, a1ld Nelso11 Lee ,vas qt1ick to see that 
tl1e ht1rly giant J1nd a heavy bandage round 
l1is left arm. So that b11llet of the -detective's 
l1a(l hit the Blacl~ lla,vk there, and the 
i111pact of the b11llet l1ad .sent the mnn reeling 
o,·e1\ Loe ,vas fi]led ,vith reg1·et. How mt1~h 

i 



better if tl1at hl1llct l1ad c11tered the ri1flian's 
black l1eart ! 

Simeo11 Hnrl~e took his scat on a big slrill 
of rock, faci11g tl1e prisoners. Ranged abot1t 
l•im ,vero Jonathan Betts, Si1non Lane, 
Artl1t1r Reresby, and tl1e -otl1er lict1tcna11ts. 

'' Let there be silcI1ce ! ,, con1ma11<led tl1e 
Black I-Ia,vk, l1olc!ing ttp a great l1a11d. 

The pco1Jle held tl1eir brcatl1s. Scarcely a 

~ross ·the face • . ' 1 Take them away ! '' be snarled. 
tiger ·.and thirst ere death comes ! '' 

sound cot1ld be l1enrd. In the to,v11sl1ip, till. 
other ·people .scarcely dared to ,valk. Tfte 
'3}Jirit of absolute tcr1-or \\ras abroad. 

'' So, :i\Iastcr Lee, at last I J1a ve J·e laid 
Jo,v ! " said the I-Ia,vk evillv. "Bo11es a11d 
blood ! Lo11g have I a v;aitcd this l1ol1r-and 
'tis needless for n1e to tell :rott tl1at it is a 
sweet hour now. There s11all be no n1istako 
this time. You a11d yot1r acct1rscd Jrie11ds 
from the great 011ter \\·orld shall perisl1. A~ye, 
a11d perisl1 fittin.gly .1

, · 

!!3 

!Io s11d_dc11Jy rose to l1is feet. l1ia. face dis­
torted ,vitl1 f u1'y. 

"I sc11tenco ~"'e to. death!,, 110 tl111nclcrC(l. 
0 All of )·e ! Tl1ere ha5 bee11 1·ebellio11 c11ougl1 
i11 · this co111mtt11 ity, a11d tl1oro sl1all bo 110 

111oro_. F'<1r tl1e steps I a111 ta.ki11g to-day ,vilJ 
0011v111ce the IJ.eOJJlo tl1at I an1 a 111a11 of iro11, 
a 1nar1 of determination." 

He glared rot1nd the an1pl1ithcatre., a.11ll 
pe(lplo Qllai]cd be fore tl1at 111e11aci.ug g~ze . 

• , IIcar ye all!" l1e ,vent 011. •• ~l1cse }JCOl)le 

l1ave plotted agai11st 111y fJO\'ler, n1y atlthoritjr. 
'Tl1ey shall die. ..\11cl aftct tl1cy are <lea<l I 
sl1all 1·ttle j·ot1 fir111ly. '' 

He pointed accusir1gly at Nelso11 Lee. 
'' 'T,vas tl1is n1a11 a11cl his co111paiiions ,Yl10 

incited :yot1 to revolt!" l1c shouted. ·• Liko 
fools, yo11 liste11ed, and J'·ot1 s011gl1t to ovcr­
thro,v 111c. 'fl1e effort has failed, a11d lll~? 

po,ver is greater tl1an ever." 
He ,vc11t 011 like this for son1c titl1e, gloat­

ing oiler 11is victi111s, thrcate11i11g the }leople, 
telling t.hc111 \\'}1at dread tJ1iugs ,vou)<l happe11 
if they ever raised a ha11d agai11st hi111 ngai11. 

Every 1110111er1t Nelso:1 Lee expected tl1e 
11ature of tl1e se11tc11cc to be stated~ No doubt 
tl1cy ,verc to be beheadcd-i11 JJublic. 01· 
}Jcrl1aps tl1c Black HalV le woul<l 111,ike tl1c1n 
,valk tl1e 1>la11l{, i11 succcssio11. ·A11d tJ1is tin1e 
there ,vould be 110 "n1i1·11cle ,, rcsci.tC. 

Stra11gely c11ough, J1owc,·er, tl1e Bla~k 
Ha,vk saicl r1otl1iug to ir1c-ticnto 11,J,v 111-s, 
Yicti111s ,vero t,l l1c dealt witl1. 'I'l)o '' trial" 
e11dcd as abrupt]}~ as it begu11. It I-1ad 011ly 
bee11 helcl as a11 excttsc for the Black I-Ia ,~i k 
to liste11 to }1is o,\·11 voice, to co,v the peo}lle 
111ore than ever. 

'' Ta.lie tl1e111 a,vay !'' l1e sl1otttcd at last. 
•• Let tl1e111 be JJlace<l ttpo11 tlie ·ol<l hull<, as I 
havo alreo.cly ordered. There, -cro deatl1 comes 
to tl1e111, tl1ey sl1all stiffer l1l111ger a11(l tl1irst 
a11d the tortures of ,vaiti11g.>> 

lfo left his r1lace, arid, striding for,varcl, 
ca111e face to face ,vitl1 Nelson Lee. Brt1tullJ'~, 
J1e b1·ot1ght l1is great 11a11cl rott11cl n11d strt1(!k 
Lee a violent blo,v across tl1c face. 

'' A cl1aractcristic actio11, Si111co11 Ilarl{c, '' 
sa!d Lee, as tl10 blood tricklecl from a cor11cr 
t1f l1is mot1th. '' It is the act of a brave 111a11 

to strilce a11otl1er ,vho ca1111ot retaliate. It 
suits you ,,·ell.'' 

'' S1)lit n1y ,vindpipc, bt1t I ,vondcr I clo 
11ot tear ~·our heart ottt !" snavled ·tl1e Black 
Jiawk. "'T,,·as )Tou ,vl10 ,,:ounded me yester­
day-an~,,, a11cl your i_11te11t ,vas ~? kill.,, . ,, 

'' My only 1·egret 1s tl1at I d1tl 11ot k1IJ, · 
replied Lee steadily. · . 

'' You keep 11p a bold tro11t, n1y f r1c11d-bt1t 
alter l1tlngcr a11d thirst ·11avo ··had thei1· -w·a)"', 
J-1'0~1 ,vill be screa1ni11g ~or m.~rcy,,. like tho 
rest,,, jce1·ed Si1neon Harke. I will 11ot bo 
ten1pted to strike ye _dow1! as fOU sta11d. I 
,vattld ha vo pleasu1·e 111 ,v1t11ess11-1g your eJ1d. 
Stab n1y ,·itals, bt1t it \Vil) be a spectacular 
P11d, 111ark 1ny ,v,Jrds ! There sha11 ·be a great 
sl10\\ ... , so that n1y trusty oon1radcs ,vill l1nve 
111ucl1 to see and 1nuch to 1·emcmbcr. '\.,,. o 
sl1all all perisl1 miserably, l1orriblJ1'2 .as befits 
such scu1T1 ! ,, 

He suddenly spun round. 
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'' Away '\\1 ~th them!'' he thundered. '' I 
gro,\' sicl{ of tl1c sight of them." 

"That n1akcs llS e,ren, then,,, said Lord 
Do1~ri1nore. ''Upon mJ" \\rord, Harke, ,vhat 
a · lot1d-1nouthed blackguard you arc! At 
or1e time I had an idea that l'Tou ,vere a real 
leader, a n1an of strengtl1. No,,· I find that 
J·ou 're 011ly n cheap hooligan. 1 ' 

'' Do11't, Dorrie,'' mtittercd Lee, in agony. 
'' It doesn't do a11y good.'' 

He half exr>ectcd Dorrie to be str11ck do,,·n, 
batterecl, ma;me<l, perhaps. Bt1t the Black 
1-Ia,Ylc ,,,as already striding av,ay, lattghing 
11oisil)l'. He· ki-1e,v tl1at his rc,"enge \\'Ottld 
come later. There ,vas tlO possible \\'ay· in 
\\rhicl1 his ,·ictims cotild escape him again. 

Armed men sttr1-ottnded the prisoners again. 
They ,vere lifted and carried. And this time, 
i11stead of being taken back to the to,,,nsl1ip, 
they ,vere carried for\vnrd, to the ,?ery lake 
itself. Here, against the rockJT ·sides, boats 
1,·erc ,vait.ing. The prisoners ,vere placed 
aboa1·d and then they ,ve1·e -con,?eycd out 
upon the lake-not to the old crt1ise1·, but to_ 
the hulk. 

And as soon as Ne]son Lee fottnd l1imself 
11pon · tl1e dec·k of that rotting old brig, he 
had an i11kling of the fate \\'l1ich 1ay in store. 

J'or tl1e preparations ,vhich had been made 
1,por1 the brig'~ decl, "·ere sigtlifica11t. 

· CHAPTER 7. 

Out on the Weed. .. 
T HE ht1lk's deck had b~cn cleared of all 

· obstructions, and, amidships, in the 
,,rell of the ,·essel, behind the great, 
old-fashio11ed booms, hea,·y posts hafl 

been fitted to the deck. , 
There ,vere twenty of them-t,\·er1tJ· great 

oak posts, standir1g upright like skittles. 
Thcl· ,vere in 1·0,vs of five, and to 011e ro,,,. 
of posts Nelson Lee and his fot1r companions 
,vere bou11d. 

¥resh len;;ths of dry sea,vecd \\·ere rend).,., 
and, standing t1pright as tl1e;y· ,vere, the 
prisoners \\'ere crt1elly sec1.1red to the posta. 
B3t the time this grim '}"Ork \\Tas done, not 
one of tho captives could move a limb. The 
11nfortt1nnte girl had ~een treated as ruth-­
lesslJ· and ns br11tally as any of tl1e men. 
llandforth . did not kno,v \\·hether it ,vas a 
comfort or an agony ,vh('n he discovered that 
Amanda was bound to the post immediately 
behind him. He could not see her, but sl1e 
could . sec hiin. So tightly \\'as his bend fas­
tened to the post that he cottld not e,Ten 
turn it. Lee v.~as suffering agonies-not physical 
ngonies, but mental. He ,vas beginning to 
get an inkling. of the '' torture ,, t.he Black 
Ha\\·k had so gloatingly referred to. A few 
hours of this, and they \Yould all be stiffer­
ing intensely. 

There were other activities afoot now. The 
Ha~k and l1is men were going aboard the 
Porto Marlo in ft1ll strength. It seemed, 
inde~d, that none of the pirates were to be 
left behind. And 'it did not matt.er. For 

,vl1en tl1ey rctt1med from this grim expecli-- · 
tion-a11d it ,,~as clear tl1at some sort of· 
expedition ,vas to be embarked upon-the·­
people lYOt1ld be humble a11d obedie11t. The 1 

dreaclf ul fate of the ri11gleacJers vfould pre- 1 

v·e11t ~r1y ftirther revolt. 
Smoke ,,·as now billowi11g in columns from 

the old crtii$er's ft1nnels, and s0011 there came 
a great .churni11g of the ,,._.aters, acco1npaniccl 
bv tl1e rumble and 1·h}rthrnic di11 of the cla11k-­
i1ig el'10-in(;s. The Porto rviarlo's macl1inery 
\\'as cre

0

aky, but it \\"Orked. 
1.~11ere y.·cre delQ,ys. 'fhe engines were 

8topped, restarte.d, a11d the vessel proved 
clt1msy and a,vl,ward. 

But it \\yas soon obvious what tl1e Black 
HaV\'k intended. The hulk, \\~ith tho helpless 
prisoners a board, ,vas to be taken in tow. · 

And they ,-. .. ere going Ottt of the cave1~n­
out into the imper1ctrable mist of the fester­
ing Sargasso. 

T HUNDERING and ,vl1eezing and crank­
ir1g, the f>orto ?\-iarlo_ navigated tl1e· 
great rock ttlnnel ,,,h1ch led to tl1a 
outer sen. :rtlore tl1an once the vessel 

scraped the rock sides, b11t no damage ,vas 
done. A11d aster11, to\\~ed by po\\i~erfttl 
hav.'sers, ca1ne the mastlcss ht1lk. . ·. 

Lono- before tl1e tunnel \"'f-as cleared, the , 
0 

prisoners '\-Vere sttff ering tortt1res. Tl1ey ,,·ere 
cramped, their limbs and their bodies were 
racked ,vith ago11y. At times, indeed, thC'y 
felt tl1at they cottld not stand suc,1 pain. B1.1t 
11ot one of them · ttttercd a cry of protest or 
complaint. What ,vas the 1.1se? There wero 
none to hear-£ or not a single guard had 
·bee11 placed on the l1t1lk. The prisoners had 
that rotti11g ,·esscl to ~hcrnsclves. . . . 

And this fact, in itself, was s1gn1ficant. 
Nelson Lee had an idea that t.l1e hulk, lat.er, 
,vas to be scuttled, so that sl1e would slov.-ly 
sink into the sea, drow11ing her captives, 
'I'hat was tl1c reason fo.r this exp~dition .. The 
Blaclc Hawk, on tl1e cruiser, would ,vatch ancl 

gloat. b h. k. ' •• .d '' Do :vou kno1v, I've een t 1n 1n, sa1 
Dorrie, after a long silence. 

''\\7e'd all be better, old man, if we did11't 
think,'' said Leo. 

'' No, you don't ttnderstand,'' went on his 
lordshi[l. I',?e been thinkin' about tho old 
bt1s--thc Sky Wanderer. At a pinch I believe 
,ve co11ld patch her up so t.l1at sl1c \\'ould be 
airy,•01·thy. '' 

'' Are J·ou mad?'' mttttered Lee crossly. 
'' I-ler engi11es are undamaged-and so are 

her propellers,'' continued Dorrie. ''With 
the help of tl1e Islanders, an' some rough and 
readv materials, I think we might fix tl1e 
brok:en tail, and repair the wings. Then, if 
,vc cot1ld take off--'' 

'' Cl1t1ck it, Dorrie!'' protested Nipper. 
'' Y ot1 knO\\' jolly well tliat we shall never see 
tl1e 'plane again. We're finished.'' 

'' All right-don't rub it in,'' said his lord­
ship, ,vith a sigh. '' No harm in havin' 
pleasant thought6, is there? Better than 
broodin' over what might be comin, to us.'' 

'' By George, you're right, sir!'' came 
Handforth's husky voice. '' And you can 
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ne,,,er tell. The Black Ha\\"k over-1·eached ·ORNING came, a11cl althougl1 tl1e 
11i1nself 011ce-and he might do it again. If \\'eed \Yas as dense as -eve~, tJ1e n1ist 
~you asl, n1e, 11e's a fool. He ought to have l1ad fl1i11ned co11siderably. Tl1e 
lo11ped our heads off ,vl1ile he 11ad tl1e chance. priso11ers co11ld now see :the warship 
011ly tl1at would 11a·ve bee11 too · sl1dden. Ile clea1•Jy; they cot1ld see far ot1t across tl1e 
,va11ts something more spectact1lar.·'1 desolate, lo11eso111e weed. It ,,.-as one of tl1e 

Thus tl1ey talked at Io11 g inte1~vals. S01nc- dreariest sigl1ts they had e.ve:r witnessed. 
ti111es they ,\ .. otild be sileiit for hottrs on c11d; lliles of i11desc1·ibable desolation, damp, hope­
tl1e11 they ,vould talk for a f e,v mi11utes. Bt1t lees, dreadful. 
a3 tl1c time passed, they 110 longer 1·eferred No doubt tl1e senses of the captives hnd, by 
to tl1eir possible fate. The subjects of co11- no,v, becon1e some,vl1at dt1lled. Even tl10 
,

1 ersation becan1e trivial. dreatl fate ,vhich lay ahead of them had lost 
By t.hc tiine the htllk had been to,verl ot1t 111a11y of its terrors. Dcntl1J indeed, ,vould 

i11to the dense mist of tl1e outer sea, t,vilight ·be a l1appy release. 
l1ad fal,len, ,1nd darkne&s ,vas in11ninent. 'l'liey st1fierecl 111ter1nittent tortures; fo1•, at 

And now the captives suffered less. ]for a ti111es, tl1e 111Lmb11es.s departed, and tl1ey 
great numbiicss had follo,,,cd tlie earlier eufiered nctlte ugo11ies. Hunger 110 Jo11gcr 
agonies. bothered tl1c111, bt1t thi1·st \Vas ca11s111g tJ1en1 

Flari11g torches ,,·ere lit on the Porto liarlo. tortt1rc. Their thr(.)ats and ·tongues liad 
and tho reflcctior~ of them cottld be seen from swolle11, Talki11g l1ad become diffic11lt. ~o, 
the }1ulk, glowing \\·eirdly throt1gh tl1c n1ist. for tl1e 111ost part they 1·emained silent. 
Either the pirates _ had not discovered the Tl1e 'lo)·ago see1ned 11e1;er c11diz1g. 
,,·orkings of tho cruiser's electri~al cqt1ipn1cnt, All nigl1t tl1e l111lk l1ad been to,vcd-und -·· 
or it ,vas out oi order. still the Porto ~Iarlo, ,,·J1eezi11g and thunder-

Clank-cla11k-clank 1 i11g, had carried 011. 

The sou11ds ca1ne 110110,vly acro-se .tJ1e ,veed. 'fhe l1ours passed, and by n1id-m-0rni11g the 
A1,d ,vith it there ,vas a chttrning .and S\virl- .. slln J1ppcnred~a fai11t, un~·eaJ.:lo.oking ·disc, 
ing of ,vatcr. But tl1ere ,vas ·scaroeW any just ·visible high _aoovc, :tn1·ougll •the n1ist. 
motioi1. · It ,vn5 11ot like a sea at all. :on 'Ihe 1Jigl1t "·as 110w stro11g, and -.he --.desohiiion 
every ha11<l, as far as: tho eye co11ld rcacq,- all ·aboltt the t,vo .sl1ip~, ,vas .ev8Jl ~mol'e _.p1·0-
the SargasS<> ,vecd l\"as packed densely. ~So 11ounced. 
tl1ick ,._·as -1t, in fact, tl1at n1en could ·\\•alk There ,vas no sign m .the .qpeo ,vnter-
upo11 it and rcn1ain con111arati,-ely dry. natliiiig ·bt1t the •brow1iish-.gree11 ·.weett.· Miles 

It said m11cl1 for the i11gc11t1ity of the Black .and miles of it. And 'l1ere uot:I tibei~ ·stick­
lla,vk and his '' engi11ecrs )' that thti, had~ i11g _.grdtesgt1ely ottt -of the gtt.dt .a .scmp -of 
after n1onthB of labo1tr, fitted an enorn1ous wreekage, :or a broken-masted ';vesEtJ wl1ich 
cutter-to- the bo,,~s of tl1e cruiser. This ct1tter ~had mot yet :broke11 up. 
~liccd through the ,veed slov,Jy en~l.lgh, but ·11he 'fiiist sign of .a definite _dhange eama 
Jt ttndottbt.edly cleared a v.'ay. Anq, .astern, .\\~he11 ·the _great ba,Tsera ,vere ~uddenW east 
t}1erc ,vas a qt1eer-looking <!age fastened ,o,,.er off. They fell ir1to the chan11ol .with great 
tlie propellers, so that tl1cy cottld not ho . splasl1cs, ·ar1d attracted the ,attention of ·ti10 
f oulecl by tl1e weed. capti.ves. 

Nelson Leo had ,vondered how it ,vas tl1at 'l'he11 ,it ,tns seen tltat the Porto Ma.1·Jo was 
tl1c pirates, on their first ·vc11tt1i.-e i11to tl1e stca11ii11g 011. But she did not go any great 
open sea, had discovered thei1· ,vny back to distt1.11cc·. At first, Lee beljcvecl tl1at the ht1lk 
the Lost Islancl. Bt1t it ,,·as 11ot really due ,vas to he left tl1ere a11cl ~J1e thougl1t tllled 
to the Black Ha,vk's brilliant uavigation. The him ,vit.l1 l1orror. 
man knew nothing of navigation. Lcf t the1·e, bound helplessly to those posts, 

The simple truth of it ,vas that tl1e ,,.essel, \\1 ithot1t foocl, ,vithot1t ,vatcr. \Vas tl1is t.110 
i11 foi-cir1g lier ",.ay 011t of the ,veed, had .Black Ha,vk's plan of ,-cngeance? \Vas he to 
cleare,l a, ,vide chan11el. A11d tl1is cl1an11eJ, let •the1n die of tl1irst a11d starvation? 
iusteaCL of closing .again, _after the pasi;age Perhaps it "oulcl not be 00 dreadfu1. 
of tho vessel, had drifted wider. So, when Already, somo of the captives were only semi­
the l'orto Marlo had rotun1ed, th.e pirates conscious. Within another £cw hours they 
had found, to their satisfaction a great wo1.ild all liavo ceased to know what pain was. 
'' river ,, lendi11g throt1gh the ,,'."ced conti11ent 
-leading unerringly back to tl1e island. Pm·haps Simeon Harke renlisecl this. He 

Even no,v, after the elapse of some ,,_.ee-ks, \\,.as not goi11g to let tl1en1 escape so easily. 
tl1at cl1nnnel was still comparatively clear. I-le wanted thc1n to suffer still more ere they 
Tl1is voyage \\'as different f ron1 tl1e last. The r,erished. 
crttiser was no longer compelled to force her .The throb and c]ank of the ill-l1eed engines 
\\'ay, · foot by foot, through the tangling weed. ceased. And 110,v it ,vas seen ·:hat the J>orto 
~he channel had closed somewhat, during tl1e ~larlo was veered round un.ti) · she ~as prac• 
interval of· time, but it opened .again readily, tically •broadside. A :)>oat was .:J)tltting ~ff, 
a11d astern of ·the ,hulk Jay a ,vide ribbon of a11d .at the ste~n of ·this ·ooat, which ·•as -ro,,·ed 
clear \\·ater. .by a _dozen burly men, st.Qod ihe ;Black }4wk • 
. And througl1ot1t the night tho ,,.ol:-nge con- Tl1e· craft ,,·as ro,,1ed alongside, and tJ1e 

t111ued. · men mD.tle lier fast to some ·thick .%opes ·which 
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land been left t.railing o,,er tl1e bttl\\"arks. The 
Black Ha,vk came aboard. 

It ,vas a very olcl brig, and the bttl"'·a rli:s. 
\\'ere clt11nsy ancl high. Simeon llnrl~e did 
clescend upor1 tl1e deck, bt1t stood on the 
,,-_ide e~ge of the hltl,,,,ark, gazi1ig do,vn t1pon 
111s pr1sor1er.➔ gloa tirigly, l1is e}"CS full of 
ha trecl and evil. 

'' Fa itl1, and y~' re still 1tli ve?" he asked 
mockingly. "Ye sti]l ca11 see-and l1ear-and 
feel. Rot my skin! Bttt ~"e shall k110,,· of 
,vl1a t I l1a ve 1)la11ned. Tl1t1s sl1all ~re stttfer 
tl1e adcled tl>rttires of 11nticipation." 

'' B.Y· George!'' cnme a cronl~ fro111 Ha11d­
fortl1. '' If c\·e1 I get, free, l·ou rotter, l'll­
l'll--,, 

'' Cht1ck it, Handy·," 1ntlttcred NipJ)cr. 
'' \\i..,hat's tl10 u£e? '' 

'' Look here! Yott!" ,ve11t on Handfortl1t 
Aiis ,·oice becomi11g stronger. "l)o ,vl1at )tOtl 

lil..:e ,vitl1 111e-a11cl ,vith tl1esc n1er1 ! Bttt ,vh.}" 
l1aYe )lOtl got Amar1cla l1er0? \\"hat l1arm l1as 
sl1e clone J·ot1? \\'hat har111 ca11 sl1e do )"Ott 
in the ft1tt1re? If l"Ott 11e\'cr do n11y · otl1er 

decent action in yottr life, t-ali:c l1er back ,vith 
3~ot1-let her be ,vith her people.'' 

'' Aye, sttrel~~ I ,vill ! " s11[trJccl tl1c Black 
lla\v·k. '' 'Ty,ras Amar1da Peterson \vl10 
plotted against rne-\\rho helpecl ~yott to escape 
me earlier. She shall suffer t.l1e same fate as 
the rest of j·ott. Her deatl1 ,vill 1nean n1y 
per1nnne11t triumph.'' 

He ga·ve ,\ great roari11g lat1gl1. 
'' K110\\' 1.re ,vha t I l1a vc pla1111ed? .. , he \v~11t 

on. '' 'Tis no ligl1t task: to bttry t.\\·enty 
,·ict.ims, so l"Ott shall all be bt1rie<.l at 011ce­

in a gra ., .. c tl":a t krlO\\"S no bot torn ! Ori tl1e 
great steel sl1ip there. is a gtt11. Al1,. J'e 
remember?'' 

I-le l1a.d seen tl1e ~tartlcd expressio11s on tl10 
faces of l1is victims. 

"Tl1at gttn shnll send its explosive missiles 
into t.l1e rotting sides of this l1ull~," lie co11• 

ti11t1ecl. '' And so J'e shall be _ blo'\ivn to bits 
befor~ 1ni11e e:res, and thtts I sl1all kno,v for 
certa,11 tl1at :ye die! Tl1cn nll ,vill sir1l{, nr1d 
the ,\·ced \\"'ill close over ~·e and ye ,vill be 
gono for e,,.er. '' 
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CH A PT ER 8. \"Ugl1e, so t111ccrto.in, t11at Ni1Jper wo11dcreu it 
,:·-.:' The Weed Devils. l1is e,ycs ,vel'e c.lcccivi11g l1i111. 

i ; .· • Boooon1 ! · ·•_:' B 0TH Nelson Lee and Lord Uol'rin1oro . Anot~er sl1cll ,vas ~red, a!1d 1·igl1t 0 11 tJ10 
· · ,vere tcn1ptcd to a11s,ver tl1e b1·11te; top· of it came tl1e on1111otts sc1·ea1111 a11d--

, bt1t they held their teetl1. It ,vas 111ore Craaaasl1 ! · 
dig11ified to 1·emain silent. rrJ1is shell ,vas better ain1ed. 1.t strttck tl1e 

Lee \\"as suffering i11te11sely. He acct1secl bo,vs of t!1e l1ull<, a11d tl1c ti111bers \Vere ri JJpccl 
· himself of careJess11ess, of failing i11 l1is dt1ty. as thougl1 by a gi,ir1t 11a.'1d. (]1·cat spli11ters 
· In l1is love of advc11tt1re, l1e l1ad brot1gl1t •flew i11 all directio11s, 11U1r1y of t.hen1 falli11g 
·.Nipper and Handfortl1 i11to this dire }Jredica- ,vith great tl1t1cls 011 tl1e .deck\ s01ne c1·asl1i11g 

me11t. And it ,vould be certain deatl1. T!1cro a111011gst tl1e ·very })riso11crs tr1e111sc]ve3. 
,,·as 110 escape 110,v. . Nelson Lee felt a dull pai11 in J1is left 

Yet Nelson Lee ,vas u11just to l1in1se1f. lfate sho11lder-a pai11 ,vhicl1 rapidly i11creasccl. 
had bee11 t111ki11d-that was tho long a11d the He 1nn11aged to screw l1is head rot11KI, a11d J1e 
short of it. ~""'ro111 first to last, tl10 great sa,v tl1at l1~s clothing ,vas i·ipped a1)d bloorJ 
detective had sottgl1t to bri11g· peace to tl1at ,vas 13t1·ca111i11g. One of those g1·eat spli11ters 

'troubled commu11ity. His n1otive had beet1 l1ad struck l1i1n, ar1d if the jagged JJi<,~e of 
good. · It ,1w·as :ruel, indeed, tl1at this black- ,vood l1ad falle11 011 his l1ead 110 \\'Ould 11a,·o 

: gttardly brute shottld triumpl1 i11 tl1e e11d. bee11 killed 011 the spot. 
; . .. ' ' Be not despo11dc11t.. N'Kose. '' , Yc.t Lee scarcely gave tl1e 111atter ·a tl101.1gl1t, 

·: Lee heard the ,vords dt1lly, ~s tl1ot1gl1 tl1ey for so111etl1i11g clso ,vas ha1111e1ling-so1netJ1ing 
ca1ne fron1 a gr~at dista11ce. He fot111d !1?111- -ottt 011 the ,veoo-sor11cthi11g wJ1ich causell 

_ self listeni11g 111ecl1anically, ,vitl10~1t i11terest. the detective to stal'e t111believi11gly. 
'',,.,.ell, Un1losi, ola fric11d, 1'111 n .cheery ,, Look-oh,· look!,, CUlllC a shudueri11g cry 

sort of fellow ust1ally, '' said Dorr!e. ., But i11 f ro111 • .\.n1an<.la,. .. Tl1e 1·a ts-tl1e rats! T110 
the prescr1t circs I ml1st admit tl1at n1y ottt- tlrcaded rats!'' 
lool~ 011 life is s0111elvl1at jau11<liccd. ''. '' \Vl1at do JlOtt n1ea11 ?'' gasped Handfortl1 . 

.. 'fl1ott art ttsing st1·ai1ge ,,·ords, n1;· fatl1er, '' '' So111eti11les tl1ey have approache<J tl10 
can1e U mlosi's r11mble. '' B11t 111etl1i11lis I island-but 011ly i11 s111all. nttmbers, ,, snid tl10 
ltndersta11d tl1y mca11i11g. l\Iy s11ake tells 111e girl. '' :\ly fatl1cr used to tell nic---'' 
that tl1is thi11i can11ot be. I a111 al-{Jo,v '"ith a · Sl1e broke off, for the s11ectucle \1i:1s 110,v 
great joy. For ,\·e arc 11ear to victor:y, ,, so l1orrif~·i11g tl1at f urtl1er ,.._.ords choked i11 

N clso11 Lee ,vo11dercd. U 111losi's i11sti11ct lier pare lied tl11·oat . 
.. · ,vas 1t11ca1111~l. \Vhat cot1ld tl1e gia11t Kt1tana Son1ethi11g l1ad hap1ler1ed ,vhicl1 l1ad upset 
j; -~ n1eun? \\\1s he t1·ying to say tl1ut (leat11 all tl1e Black lia,vk's calct~latio113-so111etJ1i11g 

it~elf ,vo11ld bo ,·ictorious? lie could not possibly l1a ve forcsce11. Nclso11 
llooo111 , Lee ·k11ew in .. a· flasl1 that it .,vas the boo1ni11g 

L l ,, d. k r. f 1 f 1·eports of 'the · gt111 '" l1icJ1 l1ad ~istu1·becl tl10 
~- ce 1~1 ta en no ac"'ount 0 .. t 18 passage_ 0 . ""ile ,veed c1·eatu1·es. · 'l~l1ey 110 dou·bt had b,~c11 
J
1111c. I~ had seemed to 111111 0111Y a few lt1l'ki11g be11eatl1 the "~eed, hiddc11. Frightc11ecl 

~11nt1tes s111ce the lilack Hawk had been sta11d- · by tlle ex}Jlo.sioils-ailcl f righteried 111ostl·y by 
mg on the bulwarks. But, as,.a ;matter _of the shell which had P::q>loded m tho weed it­
fact, ari hottr had pa.ssed. The pirate clli~f self-tho .,creature9 l1a<l co111e to tl1e su1·face. 
,vas back aboard the Porto llarlo, a11d tl10 . . 
first shot had been fired. The '"·ced ~vas _alive ,v1tl1 them. 

!11 every ,d1rect1011, as fa1· a~ tile eye cottlll . A , sc:19eaming ttproar. sou11dcd i111111ed~ately 
· follo,ving the_ report. 

· ·. , The11, not a hu11dred j"aros shot df tl1e l1ttll<: 
• '1 great explosio11 took place, a11cl tlicre was 
. an ear-splitting crash, a blincli11g fiasl1, a11d 
·. t-011s of \\"eed httrtled sky,vards. -

The first al1ot l1ad bec11 bndly aimed-t.I1e 
. ·. shell had go11e lo,v, 11ot even 1·eachi11g its 

~,ee throt1gh the r11ist, t.lle sttrfaco ·of the ,veecl 
\\1'as 110w a s\va1·111ing, movi11g ·mass of Jife. 
It ,vas i11credible tl1at s11ch .a -change could 
have occurred i11 so sl101·t a space of tin1e . 
The1·e ,,·ere 111illion.s of the weed devils­
literally n1illio11s. 

A11d 110w tl1ey were 'leaping .,,·ith ever-­
i11crcasing activity. 

A surge of l1or1·or-tl1e ,,·ors.t bor1·or of all 
-ca111e over Nelson Lee. He a11d Jiis con1-

•• .. ~ 11a11io11s ,ve!"e bou11d l1elplessJy, a11d if theso 
goes ,vced creatttres came aboa1·d-- Not eve11 

· objective. The t1nskilled gu11ners evidc11tly 
.!1ad trai11ed the ,, .. eapon badly. 

'' ,,-r ell, · tl1at's No. 1, '' said Do1·rie. 
rotten, shot, too. I'll bet tl1e next 0110 

N<'lso11 I~ee's imagi11atio11 could carry 011. 1·j gl1t over us.'' 
'' Looli l', n1uttered 

fixedly. 
Nipper, as 110 stared The nir was filled ,vitl1 a loathsome 1·ust]i11g 

and slithe1·i11g. It ca111e to the ears of the 
captives i11 ,vaves, and it ,vas like 11otl1i11g 011 They cottld not see tho ,vec<l immediately 

rou11d the hulk o,ving to the height of the 
.. bt1l,varks. But ft1rther 011t. there ,vas a move­

·1ne11t in- the weed-something ,vhicl1 l1ad 
11e,·er happe11ed before. Tl1e very ,veed itself 
secined to be alive; it was hea,;i11g, cra\\'ling, 
and the sight was an amazing 011c. All ·o~·er 
that ,rnst expanse of dearl stt1ff a stra11gc ]ife 
,vas springi11g into bei11g. Yet it \Yas so 

eartl1. 
Lee co11~cntrated l1is attc11tio11 upon -. tl10 

ncareBt ''rats.'' Tl1ey v,"ei·e not 1·ats at alt, 
althougl1 the:y boi·e a qt1eer, uncan11y rese1nb-­
lance to rats. They ,vere -black .a11d s1in1y, 
and tl1cy \\·ere 11early as l'c1rge . as. sea)s. 'l~hey 
liad t1gly, 1·a t-liko mot1tl1s, ,\·ith --deadly 1·a1}gs. 
Tl1cy possessed legs, too. a11<l Lee believed 
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tl1a t their feet '\\'ere ,,·ebbed. Thcl· \\'ere a 
· cross bet\\,,ce11 fish and a 11imal-a prodttct of 
the mysterious Sargasso ,,·eecl. 

1,httd-thti<l-thud ! 
''Great Scott I Thej?'rc com!ng nboard !" 

~relied Nipper. 
In a st1dden frer1zy·, Lee ,, .. rencl1ed nt llis 

bonds, and a mi1·aclc happened. It seemed 
to hi111 that his left arm became loose11cd. 111 

that flash the detecti,re cooled do,vn, and l1e 
kne,v that he had been mad. The ,vccd dc,rils 
,verc leaping at tl1c httlk, thudding against 
tl1e old sides, trying to get aboard. ~"or an 
i11stant a ,~ile face appeared at the top of the 
bt1l,vark; Lee cat1ght a glimpse of glittering 
eyes, and then the thing ,·anished, falling 
back ,,{ith a great splash into the ~,.ater. 

Yet Lee scarcely ga,:"e the matt.er a 
thot1ght. His _mind was occupied by_ this 
other amazi11g thi11g. His left arm-- He 
managed to get l1is head rou11d, and now he 
saw that the seaweed ropes \\,.ere hanging 
loose. Yet he knew that 110 COltld not have 
burst them, no matter how , .. iolcnt his fre!lzy. 

He strained again, he ,vorked ,,.iolently, 
and more of the ropes became loosened. And 
it ,vas then that the detecti, .. e realised the 
tru tl1. 

'l'lhe great splinter \\"hich had fallen on 
l1is shot1lder. ct1tting i11to his flesl1 ! 

The ,,.ery shell ,vhich had been fired by the 
Black Ha\\rk, intending t.o destroy the cap­
ti,res, had done nothing btit destroy some of 
Nelson Lee's bonds I The , .. erl" hulk itself 
,,·as not sinking, for the damage to the old 
timbers had been above the l\~ater-line. 

If tws "ras not a miracle, it \\ras ,·ery· akin 
to one! 

"Gt1v'nor !'' carne a startled, incredt1lous 
ejacitlation from Nipper. 

'' All right, :roting 't111-keep )·ot1r hair on!" 
said Lee grimly. '' I'll be free in one minute. 
If ",.e've got to die, \\9 e'll die fighti11g ! '' 

'' Bttt-but how--'' Nipper pattsed. '' I 
don't ttnderstand, s1r ! Ho,,r did" )1'0tt get 
that arm free?'' 

Nelson Lee \\"as far too bt1sy to repl~,.. 
Alread~,., his right arm ,,,.as free, too, and 
although the agonJ·, due to restored circula­
tion, ,, .. as well-nigh unbenrahle, lie did not 
pattse. 

He tore the bonds from about his body· and 
from his legs. He took no heed of tl1e ugly 
gash in his · shoulder. Once again he ,,,.as 
confident. 

'' \Vau ! Did I not tell thee, Umtngati, that 
1ny snake ,vhisper~d of ,,.ictory ? " said U mlosi. 
•• This is bt1t the beginning.'' 

'' Old friend, you're a ,,,onder !" panted 
Nelso11 Lee. 

'' If you ask me, that B~'lke of l1is ot1gl1t 
to be rot1nded up an' p1tt in a glass c·asc, '' 
1~emarked Dorrie. '' Good man ! Yott' re f rec 
no,\'. Do11't forget thnt the girl co1nes first.~' 

''-No, no!'' came a er," from Amanda. 
'' There is m11ch peril,-and ~I am of little 11se 
for fighting. Leave me, I beg, 11ntil last." 

Dut Nelson Lee took no 11ced. Alrendv, 
he \\'ns hacking and ,,·renching nt Amancla's 
bonds. He could scarcely stn11d, o,ving to the 

~ 

11t1mb11ess of l1is li1nbs-a nt1mbncss ,, .. l1ich 
,va.s raJ)idly cl1a11gi11g to tl1c agonising tor­
t11rc of acute 0 pins arul 11eedles." He lcnc\v, 
'tno.reo\·er, tl1at it ,,·0\11(1 taJ{e him n1ore than 
ten 1ni11t1tes to 11r1faster1 t,l1e tenacious ,veecl 
ropes b)· hand. \~lhen otl1ers ,vere free, tl1ey 
cot1lcl help, bttt it ,vot1l<l take at least a11 

hour--
Tl1c11 Lee jum1)cd, for Nipper had gi\·e11 a 

great cry. 
''(~ttv'nor!'' ~-e]led the lad. ''Look:!'' 
Lee spttn rotl11d, cx1lecti11g to see a nttml)er 

of the giant rats s,varming inboard. But 
Nipper ,vas _ pointing far do,v11 the littered 
decks-to a spot, apparcntl~ir, ,, .. l1c1·e there was 
11othing of note to be seen. 

'' \\1hat is it, ~·ot1ng 'un? ., asked Lee. 
'' A k11ife, si1~-a ,vhacking greiat knife of 

sorr10 kind!'' gasped Nipper. '' I spotted it 
i1ours ago-and I ,_.e just remembered. Some 
of the mc11 mtist l1a \"C left it there after 
they had erected these posts. Do,·r11 by the 
sct1ppers--'' 

Lee did not ,Yait to l1ear any more. He 
dashed £01·\,·ard, and nearly fell. But 110 
pullca 'himself togetl1er, a11d, staggering like 
a dnlnken 1nan, he reacl1ed tl1e spot. A11d, 
strre enough, half-l1idden i11 t-he sct1ppers, lay 
a great k11ife-and at the first _test, Lee fot111d 
that the blade \Yas keen. 

"Thar1k Hea,,.en ! " he mt1ttered fervcr1tly. 
~ 

Rt1nning back, he slashed tl1rough A1nanda's 
bo11ds rapidly, a11d \vi thin a minute tl1e girl 
,,·as free-. Then Lee gave his full attention 
to Dorr~e, arid to tJmlosi, a11d Nipper and 
Handfortl1. He ,vent from n·1an to man, slasl1• 
i11g the bonds, liberating them. 

It ,,·as nn extraordi11ary sight. 
Some of them ,vere rolling on the deck~ 

l\~rithing in agony. But this pl1ase, merci­
full,,., did not last long. 1\tloreover, there 
\\"as" tl1at other pc-ril-,,,.l1ich helped tl1em to 
rapidl~1' recover. 

So bttsy had they been that tl1e~" had 
srarcelJT glanced overside. Bttt no\,1' their 
attention ,, .. as gri1nly att.racted. lfor they 
l1card n cla,,·i11g and scraping, and over tho 
bul,varks, on the starboard side of the l1ulk, 
nt1mbers of the enormous ,,,,eed devils ,,,ere 
appearing. 011e of them, in fact, leapt clear, 
thttdded t1pon the dcckt and rnn for,vnrd \\'itlt 
incredible speed, its g1·eat fangs bared. 

Crash! 
It '"as {Jmlosi, ,, .. ho, &<!'izing a great bat1lk 

of \\'Ood, ran for,\,,<lrd. The impro,rised clt1b 
battc-recl dov.·n 11pon tl1e vile creature's l1ead, 
and it rolled o,·er, quivering. 

Un1losi d;d not pause. He rt1shed on, aim­
ing at the other '' rats ,, \\rl1ich \V<?l'e attempt. 
i11g to s,,·arm inboard. 

And no,,, Dorrie and many of the others 
'""ere grasping similar chunks of \\'ood. 

They lr-npt for,vard, their ,,,.eapons \\'hirled, 
and the immediate danger .,vas O\·er. And 
during these brief n1oments, 1\~l1ilo they were 
at tl1e l>11l\\ .. arks, tl1ey gazed out o,,.er the \\'ecd 
-and there ,-.·as no ,veed. · 

T~ey saw nothing but a solid, sq11irming, 
mo,,.l11g mass of the ,,·eed creatt1res. 'They 
\\·ere &et1ttli11g, r1tnning, and tl1e ,,~hole sur-
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face of the Snrgasso ,,?as heaving, as tho11gh But it mnde no differc11ce. Tho rats arose 
a great s,vell had nffected tl1e ,vntcrs belo,v. fro1n tl1e ,vatcr, they cc)11tinuccl to s,varm. 

·· '' Only one thirig has saved t1s ! ,, panted Lee. Tl1cre ,vas no stopping tl1e111. 
. '' The hulk is Jyi11g clear of tl1e ,\·eed, in this Boom! 
;'· channel of free ,vater-and her sides are 

steep. The fo11l things ,,·ot1ld ha,-e S\\"armed Tllo gttn spoke again. Some of the pirates 
aboard in tens of thottsnnda if ,ve ha{J beeil had ma11agcd to fire a11otl1~r sl1ell. .t\ great 
lo,,rer in tJ1e ,vnter. \Ve shot1ld not have 111a11y men ~ad alrea<ly pe1·1shed. Before tl1e 

, lasted ·a mintite. ,, • eyes of the1r cor~radcs they l1ad bee,1 borr10 
'' Listen, guv'nor ! ,, panted· Nipper. -drJ\\'tl by the weight of tl10 :'·ee<I n1011sters, 
Above the indescribable noise wliicJ1 arose tl1ey l1ad been ~or11 a11d 111a1n1ed n11d-h~td 

.- from the ,,·eed dev·ils came tl1e distar1t, fra11 tic coiiie t.o <lea th hideously• 
echoes of ter1·ified me11. It seen1ed th,1t the taste of blood-tl10 ,·cry 

. . Until tl1is minut~, the Black H~vf l~'s cap- smell of it, }Jerl1aps·-,1ffectetl tl1e rtlts. llot· 
· t1ves l1ad been so 111te11t t1pon saving tl1cm... tl1e creat11res ,vere comi11g i11 greater strc11gtl1 

selves that they had ~i,1 er1 no thought to the tha11 ever; at1d i11stead of pnssi11g 011, i11stead 
cruiser. That rust~· .. s1ded old vessel lay a,vay of 1·t1shi11g across the crt1iser a11d co11tinui11g 
to port. . tl1eir fligl1t, tl1ey sougl1t to stay, ·fighti11g 011e 

No\v there ,vas a 1,isl1 across the decks, and 011other, evcr1, i11 tl1eir ·efforts to get at t11e 
: ,vhen tho freed ca1,tiv.es sa,v the crti;ser they desperate 1nen. 
· · ,,,ere fil]ed witl1 sudde11 a,ve. llercift1lly, tl1e Wt1tche1·s \•;ere so1ne distance 

For the sigl1t they sa,v ,vas a horrible one. off a11d they could not see tl1e re.volti11g 
dctajls. 

. . . . 'J 

.... .\1_1d 110,v a change st1ddc11ly c.a1r1e. 
It ,vas tl1e fu·i11g of t!1c gu11, 110 dot1bt, 

ThQ End of· the Black Hawk. which catise<l it. Tl1e gin11t rats took to 

CHAPTER 9. 

•· THOUSANDS-ht1ndreds · of thousai1ds- flight. Tl1ey leapt a,vt1y from the cruiser in 
• •, -of tlie Ioatlisomo wec<l mozistc.rs ,vei·e thottsa11ds, · raci11g ac1·oss t}1e ,veed, · scuttli11g 

attacki11g the ~orto llarlo. do,vn into it and \"a11ishing as tho11gh by .son1e 
Nelso11 J_,ee' =. n.11d 11is con1pa11io11s -black niagic. 

,vatcl1ed breatl1lessl:y-, for it sec1ncd to thc1n 111 ar1 i11crc<libly sl1ort space of tin1e, 11ot a 
tl1at there co11ld be only 011e e11d. ~"ate, ·at 1 ,veecl 111or1ster cottlrl be seeI1 bctwec11 tl10 
the last mo1nent1 had turned tl1e tables 011 tJ1e Cl't1iser a11d the hulk. All that part. of tl1e 
mt1rdcrous lllacK Ha,1;k ! Sargasso ,vas clear. 

llillions of th~ ''"ec~ dcv~ls ,,,.ere aclvancing A11d tJ1e Blaek Ila,v I~ n11d l1is rc111ai11itlg 
to,vards the crtti~el\ So tliick ,vcre tJ~ey tl1~t n1.:r1 must hav·e seen that tl1e hi1lk it...~If ,vas 
tl1cy ,,·ere cra\\1 l111g over 0110 another 111 their safe-for thei-e v.. .. el'e 110110 of tlie rats near 

. m~~ efforts to_ get a
1
~?a1·f · . _ it. MOreov!!r, the two ves_scls . were closer 

. Oh, 110,v d1caclfuJ • ci .ed A 111nnda, sl1111er ·togethel', ·owing to tl1e co11t1nuod nwven1e11t 
ing. of the cruiser. And the ca11tives, f1·ce fror11 

". B11t ,,,.l1at poetic jtt~tice· ! '' - -murmured their bonds, mt1st have bcc11 plai11I)· visible 
Dorrie. · to the pir,ltes. · · 

1.'he old ,varsl1ip ,vas very cliffere11t from . · · • 
the high-sided ,,·ooden liulk. Her <lccl{s were '' 1. ... lie l1t1lk-tl1e l1ulk !'' ca1nc a fai11t1 l1oarse 
lo,v, and there \\"e1·0 no bttl~1,.arks. F1·01n the cry· 
very first, the ,veed monst~rs had been able Nelson I4ee re·eognii!ed tl1c ,·oice. I.t . ,vas 
tu s,varm aboard the Porto l\Iarlo ,vith com- tl1c Black Ha,vk .hi111s1!f \\·110 ,vas calling to 

~ 11arati\·e ease. . At the first attack the Black l1is 111en. 
Ifa_,vk and his pirates hnd thought little· of An amazing, u11believnble tl1ing .happe11e<l~ 

. tl1e .danger. Bt1t within a ·-very fe\v seconds The pirates leapt f1·on1 tl10 crt1iscr's deck, 
tl1ey. had changed their n1inds. lar1ding upon tl1e ,vced, ,,·hich ba11ked· against 

The rats we1·e co1111ng on lik:e some ,·ast tl1c , .. cssel's sidea.. They came staggel'i11g 
black tid11l l""a ve. There ,vas no reason i11 across the soft, spo11gy masses. And the Blac1~ 

· tl1is frantic attack. The creatttres ,,·ere in Ha,vk l1in1self ,vas i11 tl1e lead. OtJ1ers ,vere 
pa11ic, and their savagery ,vas ·not caused by follo,,·ir1g-and a cor1ti11uolJS st1·can1 cn1110 11p 
a11y intellige11t design. 'l.,he Porto Marlo ;from bclo,v. Tl1e sl1outs had rea·ched .tl1e 
stood in tl1c ,,·ay of flight, a11cl the creatt1res other 111e11-cven JJe11etrnti11g to tl10 engi11e­
,vere not capable of reaso11ing; · they did not 1·oom cre\v. There ,va.s a cl1nnce of escape! 
go rot1nd the o™trt1ction. They s\ViJ.rmed over And the pirates, n1a<ldc11ed ,vitl1 fear, bli11clly 
it, nnd tkey att-en1ptcd to kill everything in follo\ved their lc,1der. 
their patl1. • rfl1ey follo,vcd hi111 to ccrtai11 deatl1 . 

. : At first the Blacl, Hnl\~]-:'s men l1ad fot1ght 
: · f urio11sly. desperately. ·Then they had seen '' They are i11sane-tl1ey'll never get l1crc !'' 
. tl1e futility of such methods. l\iar1y had 111ttttered I.Aee. .. 
, attcn1pted to get hclo,v; nnd tl1at so1ne did '' St1p1)osi11' tl1ey do?'' as1ied Dorrie s11d .. 

get below ,,~as evidenced by the fact .thnt <lcr1ly. ''l\:la11 alive, ,,,.c ca11't f.ct t!1~111 get 
tl1e engines ,\·ere goin-g agai11 nnd tl1e· old ab<Jnrd ! Neitl1cr can "'Pe leave thc1n to 1,e1·iel1 

- crt1iscr ,vas 1novi11g erraticaJly alo11g tile i11 the ,veccl, jf it co1ncs to t!1at. Gaf!, · ,,,.J1at 
cl~al'cd channel. a tJil(\m111a !'' 
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'' "_rlJ ere is no dilemn1a, Dorrie," said I ... eo 
c1uietl)'". '' Those n1e11 can never get tl1is far. 
l,ooli: ! '' 

Lorll Dcrrimore caught his breath ir1. Tl1e 
sce11e, l1orr!ble as it had been before, ,,Tas 
no,\1' so gli«stly that even t,l1e iro11-ncrv·ed 
Dorrie sl1t1<lclerecl. 

Tl1c !nst of tl1e pirates l1ad clesetted their 
sl1iJJ. I11 their ·!-'a11ic they had follo,vt-d the. 
lllack Ha,vk-ho1)ir1g to reach t.he greater 
JJrotcctit- !l of tl1e old hulk. 'l'hey had secttred 
.. 1 tor.1J)OrarJ respite, owing to tl1e firing of 
tho gttn. Half t.}1eir ntunbcr had perisl1ed­
tl1e .other half kne,v that thev \\·ould meet 
,,.ritl1 a similar fate unless tliey reached a 
l1ave11 of refuge. 

Ilut a I ready the ,veed monsters l\"ere ap .. 
pearing again! 

B~, magic tl1eJr had ,,anished, ancl by magic 
tl1ey agni11 sho,ved them~clves. The~? ca1ne 
,,p from the \\"ecd in their tl1ot1sn11ds, re­
a&,11red, 11erhaps, by t.l1e silence. Or it tnay 
have bec11 that thc~r scented the desperate 
1non as they ran over the f cstooned masses 
of ,veeds. 

Nelson Lee disti11ctly sn"" tl1e Black Ha,,·k 
stl11nblc, and t\\·o of tl1e '' rats '' Ht1ng t.l1em­
sel,res at him. Simeon 1-larkc's cutlass 
flashed, a11d 011e of tl1e \\~eed devils ,vas cut 
nearl:r in l1alf. But the oth~r had borne tl1e 
Ha,\·k. ov.cr. Still n1ore came--

Anet \\·here Simeon Hnrke had stoocJ tl1ere 
\ras nothi11g. The pirate chief himself, and 

tl1c. rat creatt1res had all gonc-tl1ey l1ad sunk 
clo,,·11 i11 to tl1c slim~·, ttnknow11 de1Jths of t-ha 
Sargasso. 

'fl1e otl1er JJirates ,vere figl1ting for their 
lives. 'l'he air \Vas filled Y.yith tl1eir screams. 
Lee coulcl see tl1em going do\\"n, vanishing 
be11eath tl1e mass of ,veed devils. It ,rot1id 
011ly lie a mnttcr of mint1tcs nO\\"--

'' Nipper-Handfort.h-Amnnda !'' called Leo 
sharplv. ''For Heaven's sake turn yo11r 

.. t ''' l1eads n ,,~ay ~ Yotl've seen enottg 1 • 

Bt1t they· needed no biclding. Sicken~d. 
t.hey \\"ere already loolring in anotl1er direc .. 
tior-1-a11d so, for that matter, ,vere Ton1 
S\\"aJ·11e and t.ho otl1er Settlers. Every face 
",.a& pale, and not a man stood steady. They 
,,vere ":I a-tremble. 

lland:ortl1 had gone to Amanda's side, a11d ,,·aJ stead~·ing l1er, It ,,,as fortttnate, perhapE, 
tl1a t some of the ,, .. e~d mo11sters shotild no\v 
ntt€-mpt to get aboard t.l1e hltlk-for it gave 
the men so1ncthing to do. F,ighting deaper­
a tcly to keep -tl1c old vessel clear of the 
dread things ,vas a ,velcome activit-}·. A11d 
tl1ere "·as no act1te danger-for a dozt.'11 1nc11, 
arn1ed ,,?ith tl1e fragments of '\'OOd, cot1ld 
easil~,. beat tl1e crentt1res off. Only a fe\V 
stragg1ers amongst tl1e '' rats :, made tl1c 
att,!mpt .. 

'' 'l~l1eJr've gone !H said Dorrie sttddenly. 
Tl1e immccliate danger ,,·a~ over. I.1ee \'Vent 

to tl1e sille, nnd seldom i11 l1i:; life had ht· 
felt .so sombre. Here ,vas a great catastropl1e 
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-a terrible, O'ler,\·l1cl1ning ,vipi11g ot1t of a 
·vi)jair1ot1s gn11g. 

11'01· that is ,vl1at l1acl 11appe11ed. 
Tl1e Blacli Ila ,v l{ a11d l1is 111e11 had. gone-all 

of tl1em ! ... ,\rid not a trace rcmainccJ. Over 
the ,veed s,,~armed 11t1n1bers of the giant rats, 

· btit 110 huma11 form ,vns visible -11ot even a 
scrap of clotl1ing 'l"l1e pirates had bec11 

-drnggcd <lo,v11; far into tl1e ,veed. 
-rl1!1e reverse ,, .. as so de·vastating that tl10 

freed captives cot1ld scarcely realise ,vhat it 
mear1t to them. They ,vere be,vil<le1·ed­
tl1cir 111incls refused to operate. 'l~hcir brains 
_,,-'ere nt11nbed. \ 

All tl1ey l{ne\v, just no,v, ,vas that tl1cy 
. ,vcre sa.·ved-11nless tl1c ,\·eed creatt1res, bl,. 
so111e 111ea11s, fot1nd a ,vay of getting aboard 
the ht1lk. 

Tl1e l_)orto l\JarJo ,,,.as deserted. Not ·a 
Jiving thing coltld be seen on her decli~. 
··Even the '' rats '' \\·ere no longer i11terested. 
And it ,vas certain that all the men ·had go11e. 
Y ct, perl1aps, t.here ,vas jt1st a chance that a 
fe,1l of tl1e pirates st.ill skulked belo,v. These 
,verc the se115ible ·ones-the men -,vho had 11ot 
lost their heacb3. But ,vero tl1ere any? . . 

'l,he crttiser ,vas no longer ltnder ,,~ay. She 
,vas drifting, certair1ly_,. bt1t lier engi11es ,vere 
stil1. Either sl1e had Jost steam tJresst1re, or 
the men from the enfine-roon1, at the Jast 
1111nt1te, had stopped,· t"l1e 111a·cliinery. The 
5J1ip, listing, ,Yas drifting b1·oadsiclc against 
the great bank of ,vced, an·d I~ee judgec1 
tl1at sl1e - ,vottld d1·ift ·nearer and · nearer t111til 
she ,vas al1nost alongside ·the ht1lk. • 

It ,vas a strangely desolate scene no,v, in 
spite of tl1e s,,·ar111ing life on the ,vc~d. 
'l'here had been so ma11y men there, not t'.e'if 
mintttes ngo ! Tl1c Porto llarlo had bee11 a 
sl1ip of. life, and no,v-- · 

4
' Do :ro11 k110,v, old man, 

1 
llnndy · ,yas 

rigl1t, '' said Lord Dorri more soberJy. •• He's 
a shrc,vd yot1ngster. He said tl1at tl1e H~,,~k 
,,?ot11d have bec11 better advised to ct1t our 
l1cads off, or somethi11g drastic like that. .~n' 
J,"Ot1 see ,vl1at's happened-solely 'because of 
tlint bearded giant's va11ity ! ,, 

'' That's right, Dorrie,'' agreed Lee, ,vith 
a @low nod. '' Simeon IIarke mea11t to do 
somethi11g spectact1lar-so he to,ved ·the hulk 
ot1t ·here, ,vhere the· 1nist is not so thick. 
Then he intende<1 to pttn1p shel1s into u~, 
l111til .we ,vere all blo,,·n to smitl1ereens. That 
,vas his. ,idea of executing t1s. '' 

•• 4n' instead of that, ·he, himself, is 
exccuted-,vitl1 all his men,,., said Dorrie. 
'' By: the Lord ~.arry, Fat~ ,vorl,s in ~t-ranfe 
,va)·s--:-an' so1net1mes I think-- Well, Im 
darned if I kno,v quite ,vl1at I think I It's 
all so mysterious. Tl1e Ha,"k, in l1is elaborate 
plan_ to kill t1s, virtually committed s11icide." 

'' He mt1st hnve known of tl1e ,veed mon• 
stPrs, too,'' &'lid Lee slo\\·]y. '' The girl knew 
al1ou t them." 

'' He never ga,·e them a thot1ght, I dare 
sny, '' said Dorrie. '' How co11ld he kno,v that 
they ,vottld nri8e in millions nnd ovcrwl1elm 
l11m? An' tl1in k of the lttcl{ ! Or1ly the high 
sides of this hulk sa, ... cd 11s from shurin' tho 
sa111e fate.'' 

• 

ITHIN a11 -l1ot1r tl1c weed \Vas qt1iet. 
Not a '' rat " rer11ained. It ,,·as as 

Nelson Lee had expected. Tho 
creatt1res· lived ber1eath the surface, 

ar1rf they had only been driven up by their 
panic. No,v that time had elapsed, they had 
01.1ce again squirn1ed do\vn to their noisome 
b,irrows. Arid they ,verc not lilcely to come 
to tt1e sttrface agai11 unless tl1ere was another 
g·rEat com1notion-st1ch as the explosion ,vl1ich 
hacl originally brottght them up. 

For it ,l·as evident, f ram the peaceful nature 
of the Porto l\larlo's voyage, that ·the weed 
mo11sters were 11ot dangerottS in normal cir­
CllJn.sta11cee. They remained -hidden, just as 
tl1ot1sa11ds of other hidden creatures remain 
l1iaden. 

Nelson Lee kne,v from experience that 
thei·e ,vere -giga11tic crabs lttrking :in the .weed. 

The cruiser, forlorn and ernpty, :had ·drifted 
n<'ar. Before long she would -come right 
ulo11sicle ,vot1ld, in fact, collide with the hulk. 

,~ \Vliat are ,ve goin' to do-?'' aaked .Dorrie. 
'' Ay,. 1\Iaster Lee, ,ve ,vait upon yottr 

,vord ! '' said To1n S,vay11e eagerly. 
He a:11d ihc otl1er Settlers ,vere ·like men 

reborn. Everybody, in fact, -during the ·past 
hot1r, had recovered his balance. They · were 
feeli11g ~tronger and n1ore confide11t. · Bltt 
\\·it.h this 1~ett1r11 of st1"e11gth came even 
greater pa11gs of. thirst.- Some of the ·me11 
could scarcely speak, o,ving · to -tl1e.. S;\vollcn 
conditior1 of their tongt1es and throats. 

"\Vell; my friends, ,ve must be practical,J~ 
said Nelson Lee qt1iet.ly. ''Ottr first task 
n1t1st be to •get aboard the Porto ~lar1o a11d 
fi11d ,,later. . ,i.~ood i~ • not ~ i~portan~~ 
nltho11gb:. I· dare- · tJay · l\·e sl1alf"1 fiRd· ;plenty~ of 
fd-iat, too. - Then ,ve must senrch the-· vessel 
i11 case any of tl10 'Black ·Ha,\?k's inen rem:1in~ 
aboatd. If they do, ,ve .sI1all n1nlce them ottr 
prisor1ers. '' , _ 

'' I say, .sir, car1 't -,ve get it 11p again!'' 
asked .Ni1)per breathlessly. '':I n1enn, we 
n1ight ·· -be able to 11avigate the old f11b 
back. '' 

•'One ·thing nff' a ti1ne, yot1ng '11n, '' i11ter• 
rttpted Lee. "Ot1r first task mt1st be .to -get 
aboard. . IJater, \ve cnn decide· 11pol) ottr 
co11rse of action.'' 

Nearer and nearer d1~ifted 
last, ,vith a thtld ,vhich 
througl1ot1t the length arid 
}1ulk, the t,vo vessels -met. 

tl1e .crt1iser. At 
sent a sh11dder 
breodt-h of tho 

'' Co1ne on ! ,, exclaimed -Lee. • • n·orrie, ·I 
,va11t you to ren1ain aboard, here, to lool<. afte1· 
tt,e yo11ngsters and the girl. There rna7 -be 
danger •on this ship, I don't kr1ow-yet., 

•••Right-ho!'' ~aid Dorrie. 
Un1losi lenpt do,Yn to t11e cruiser's deck 

,vith Lee. 'rom s"~ayn·e and the other men 
followed. They saw n1a11y gri1n a11d ghastly 
signs about the decks of what -had been 
hanpeningo. There ,vere t1gly, reddish .. bro,vn 
srriear3. B11t not a dcacl mnn ,vns in sight. 
Tl1e ,,,ccd n1onstcrs had either car1·ied their 
victims a,,·ay, or·-- Dt1t that \Vas a thought 
too a,vful for consideration. 

Nelson Lee led the men systematically 
througl1 the vessel. They ,vent do,v11 in·to tha 
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Blacl<: Hawk's qt1nrt.ers. They penetrated to girl. I\iost of tts are dog-tired, a11cl in no ~t 
tho engine-room, ,to the ,·er)' stolreholds. But condition to do tl1e stre11uo11s ,vork ,•rl1ich is · 
11ot a 1naI1 \\·as fot111d. 11ecessary. '' 

In that pn11ic-stricke11 rnsl1 all hnd deserted '' So ~-ou,re goin' to st1ggest a good sleep, : 
tl1e ship. eh?'' asked Dorrie hor.>efttlly·. ,. By glory! · 

'' It's all 1"igl1t, Dorrie-)'Otl cn11 come ,,!hnt a brain yott l1ave i11 that crar1i11m of 
aboard," said I.iee appenri11g on deck 011ce )"Ottrs, oIS man!'' 
ngain. "\Ve hav~ the old tub entirely to "\Vo'll take it in watches," replied Lee, 
Ot~~"selvt's. '' , . , ,, . smiling. '' Very little cott!d be done no,v, 

\Veil, that s good ,hear1n , said Dorrie. anyllo\,. for e,pening is t1pon tts and ,vc 
'' Qt1itc a cha11g~ fr?m tl10 adver~tttr~s ,ve ~vot1lcl ~ot ,vant to navigate tl1e ship dttl'ing 
l1n,,.e .b~en exp~r1er1c111g of 1ate. An , by , tllese hottrs of darlcness. l4~ar better to wait 
gad, it s a relief to know that tl1e Black until the inorning. '' 
lia,vl{ ca11not menace u~ a11y lo11ger. And a So it ,vas decided. 
prett~y l1efty problem 1s sol vecl, ~oo. Y Ott . ~ . ..,. 
can't btit admit Lee tllat even if \VC had The ~e.ttlcrs ,ve1e glad enou 0 l1 to ]1ear of 
dc.~fehted the H~ \vk j'11 tlle ordinarv '"·a)' it tl1e dec1s1011. '1,he ,vatcl1es ,vere fixed, anll 
,vot1lcl have bee11 a deuce of a job., to kno,v some of th~ men gratef ull~t \\·ent to sleep. 
\\· lint to do \\·ith l1im. '' - Otl1crs ren1a 111e<l on guard. 

'' Natltre has a \\·ay of solving her o\vn And so, .throt1gl1oi1t the nigl1t, the .. cast-
problems, Dorrie,'' said Lee qttietly. a \\·ays " obtai11ed m11ch-11eeded rest and 

A ple11tift1l supply of fresl1 ,vatcr ,,,.as sleep, and wl1er1 the 1!1orni1lg ~a111e they \\·ero 
availab]c, and Nelso11 Lee sa1,v to it that only all. !efresl1e<l, arid fit for any an1ot111t ot 
comparatively small qt1nntities . \\rere, allO\\"Cd nett \:e \\rork. 
at first. · Nipper ancl Handfor~l1 n11d. Ama11d~ hacl 

I..4ater, 110,ve,·er, after tl1e first pangs of slept tl1ro11~l1ot1t tl1e n1gl1t ,v1tho11t disturb• 
thirst l1ad been assttaged, larger cl1·in~s v.,.cre ance, an~ 1t \\·as 11a t_t1ral tl1a t they sho11ld . 
nllo,ved. Ancl a hearty meal ,vas eaten, too awak.en 1n tl1e morning tl1orot1ghly ft·esh. L 
-for there \\rere good st1pplics of rottgh food Tl1ey all \\'anted to l1elp-so Lee made Hand• 
aboard. for~h head cook, ,-.,.itl1 Aman<la as ]1is 

There ,vas a great reaction v.'hich affected assistant.. ~att1rally e_noi1gl1, Ha11dforth re• 
tl1em all. Now that the deadly dangers ,verc ,-ersed this 1n a moment, arid Aman(la became 
over-for there \\,.as little or no danger of the head cook. 
a11 attnck from the \\'eed monsters-all the Ni1)per, lvho ,vas clev·er at mechanics, "'·"9 
mc·mbers of the party were appallingly tired. sent .down into the engine-roon1-as chief 
They had s11ffcred much, and dt1ri11g the past engineer. He knc\v fnr 1nore than any of 

• fe,v hours the qt1ick succession of excitement tl1e , Settlers. Ne]s011 Lee l1in1self '\\Tas. the 
had kept them alert. · captain and navigating officer. Dorrie fottnd 

Now, l\'ith their thirst and hunger satis- himself with no job, bttt he \\~a11clered about, 
fled, they ,,·ere ,veary arid sleepy. · helping e,·erJ·body in gc11eral, nr1d he \\ras 

-- Handforth and Nipper and Amanda frankly satisfied. · 
Jeft e,·erything to Nelso11 Lee. and they fell 
asleep at the very table where tl1ey had 
eaten, and nobody distt1rbd them. 

Nelson Lee himself was taking no -chances. 
Assisted by Un1losi and Dorrie and a number 
of the Settlers, he prepared a ha, .. cn of refuge 
in case the \\·ced '' rats '' shot1ld again 
appear. 

'rhe· ward-room, where the meal had been 
partaken of, \Vas barricaded with tl1c excep­
tion of one door, \\·hich ,vas left free. In case 
of emergencies, e\'·ery man ,vas to dash do\\·n 
to the ,vard-room. Here, behind the barri• 
cad es, no harm could befall them. It v.·as 
just a safety zone, in the unlikely event of 
tro11ble. 

Ha\·ing tnken this precaution, Lee per­
sonally examined the J?ngines. He found them 
i11 very bad condition, and it ,vns rather a 

And so, before the morning ,vas very old, 
steam ,vas raised in the doubtfttl boilers, and 
at length the old e11gir1es began to ru1nble 
and creak and crank. The propellers churned, 
and with Nelson Lee at the ,vheel, the Porto 
1\fa1~Io started on lier voyage back to Atlantis 
Island. 

The trip \\·as not likely to be difficult. lfor 
that wide channel, originally cut by the 
,ressel, still remained. In places it broadened 
out i11to a miniature lake, dimly , .. isible in 
the ever-i11creaaing mist as the cruiser ad­
vanced. In othe1· places the channel drew 
togctl1er t1ntil no si~n of it was left; b11t 
the , .. e&"&el J1ad no difficulty in pttshing her . 
\\·ny tl1rough the ,veed. 

And so on-back to safety. 

CHAPTER 10. 
,vonder, in<leed, tl1at they ,,·orked at all. 
But the boilers seemed in fairly good shnp-e -
altl1ot1gl1 Lee ,~.,-ot1ld hesitate before raising 
a normal head of steam. In e,rery part tho . Good-bye to Atlantis Island. 
o]d crttiser ,vas rotting a,,"ay. ''THE Ha,\'k comes! Tl1e Black 1-Ia,,~l, !'' 

'' \\1ell, ,vl1at's the ,,.erdict? '' asked Lord It "Tas a Cl'}" of '"Tar11ir1g-n cry of 
Dorrimore at length. nbsolt1te nlarn1. It ,vas evening 

"In m_y opi11io11, it \\TOttld be folly to attempt.. now, ancl some of tl1c Settlers had 
to raise steam ju3t. j"et. '~ replicc1 J..,ee. '' 'l1 here beez1 ot1t tl1rot1gl1 the great tttnnel, fisl1in~ 
nre . se\'entce11 of tis men, t,vo bo},.s, and a, fro111 the steep rocl~s. 'fl1ese 1)eo1)le }1ad 
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tl1eir own mctl1ods of fishing; a11d tI1cy ob 4 

tair1ed ample quantities of food. 
Out there the 111ist ,,·as dense a11d in1-

pcnetrablc, bt1t the fishermen_ cot1ld 11ot mis­
take tl1e craiiky throb-throb of the cruisei·'s 
engi11es. Tl1e sot111d came through tl1e n1ist, 
and it brought fea1· ,vith it. 

The de~ had been peace£ ul ; but tl1e peopJe 
,vere i11 .. dread. No1·mal lif c, to a certain 
extent, l1ad been rest1mod i11 the cavc1·n, and 
pai·tict.tla1·ly in the to,vnship. 

The people kne\v why the Black Ha,\'k had 
gone; und they kne,v that v.1 hc11 he rett1rned 
lie ,vot1ld be rtttbJess. Tl1ere cotlld be no 
secru1d revolt agli11st l1is powel". 

So it '\\·as that as tl1e men came 1,ttnning 
i11 ,vith the tlC\.\"S, 111<lthers concealed ·thei1· 
ch ildre11. The ,vomen a11d girls retr.eated 
i1lto the l1ot1ses, a11d doors ,ve·re locked and 
,vindo,,·s fastened. 

The Black Ha,vk ,vas con1ing ! 
And that n1eu11t, after st1ch an expeditio11, 

n. ,·ile orgy ·of clrt111kcnncss a11d violence. Tl1e 
pirates ,vould come off tl1c ship, as they had 
done before, l1ot ,vith v·ictory. And now, 
nf tei· this great trit1n1ph, tho Black Hawk 
,vol1ld be ten times ,vorse than he ·hnd ever 
been before. 

Tho people ,vcre co,ved-they ,vcre v-·itl1-
011t l1opc. 

Hours passe<l. ~ 

The throb of tl1e engi11cs ]1ad been heard 
,vhilst tl1e ,ressol ,vas still far off; and she 
had yet to be nav,gatcd into the great rock 
cha1111el and t.hrot1gl1 the cavern. It ,v~CJ 
dark long beiorc tl10 cha11nel ,,·as reached, 
but Ne]s011 Lee ,vas determined to ·get 
through. A11y amou11t of torc}ies ,vere fo11nd. 
and these \Vere flaring on all pa11:s of tJ1e 
deck, for,vard. It ,vas fol1nd impossible to 
get any _of tl1e searcl11ights i11to operation, as 
tl,e electrical 111achi11ery ,,·as Ull\\'Orkable. 

lf~ny of the people were standing about 
in tl1e ca,·ern "·hen tl1e Po1·to ~Iarlo nosed 
her \'VilY in. They watched in silence. Yet 
t.hey _\\'el .. e pttzzled, for there ,vere no raucotlS 
shouts, no sounds of ~·io]encc. They cou)d 
not tt11dersta11d 110,v it was that the Black 
HaYlk and his n1en ,,·ere 80 quiet. 

Then came the great .discoNeri. 
One man, w}10 l1ad ventured nearer than 

tl1c otherst saw the decrepit old ship c1·eeping 
by, ·bound for the central :take, which was 
her . harbour. And there, on the decks, 
plainly visible in the torchJigh;t!, we1·e not 
tl1e bearded ruffians who haa sai]ed, but a 
figure plainly recognisable as Lord Dorri­
more. And another-Nipper I And .another 
-Handforth ! Not a pirate was wjthin eight. 
'' Master ·Lee ,t himself stood on the bridge, 
navigating the vessel! And there was 
Amanda, and Tom Swayne, and Dr. Otto, 
and--

,, By my sinewR !'' sho11ted the man who 
was watching. '' Am I mad, or do I ·see 
this thing? !\laster Lee I Master Lee!'' 

'' Ahoy, ·tl1ere I'' ·sang out Lee from the 
.bridge. '' R11n anti tell the ·people that all 
is· well. 1' 

The 1nan ,vas ru1111ing by the side of tl1e 
rock cl1a1111cl, his face a8ame with excite• 
mc1tt. 

.. But wl1at of the Black Ha,,~k ?'' he sl1otltcd 
hoarsely. 

•• TJ1e Black Ha,vk is dcad-,\·ith all l1is 
n1en !'·' sl1outed Ha11dfortl1. 

The ma11 did not ,va~t to J1ear -more. Like 
a maniac he fled, shouting -at the top of his 
v·oice as he ra11. Ile reached the tow11ship, 
and at first the people thought that J1e ,, .. as 
frantic with fear because of tl1e Black Ha,vk's 
1·etum. 

But thc11 110 managed to babble ottt tl10 
truth, and at first 110 ,vas not believed. Tl1e 
.exciteme11t gre,v; it spread "to the ho11ses, 
and the v.·0111en can1e ot1t, followed ·by the 
childrcr1. 

Soon a great co11cot1rse of people ran do,l·n 
to tl1e ·Jake side, and ne,·e1· in tl1at caver11 
comn1unity had there been ·s11ch wild j<JY 
and excite111ent. 

Tl10 Black Ha,vk ,,·as dead, a11d Amanda, 
t11c real r11ler of the people, ,,·as n:live, a11d 
had rctur11ed I 

At first tl1ere ,vas great cl1cering, ·follov;ecl 
by ,vceping an1011gst the ,vomen-they ,vept 
fro1n joy. 

Then, later, ,vl1cn tho acJvcntlll'ers.. can1e 
ashore, they ,vere surro1u1ded, they \\·ere 
carried shoulder l1igh, a11d tl1e excitement, if 
n11ythi11g, i11crcasoo. l4.,ron1 ·the -very first, 
N~lson Lee and his co1npanio11a had ,been re• 
ga1·dcd as deli1;crcrs. Now the trutl1 ,vas 
-c1ear. 

The n1enacc ,vas over, and the island con1-
n1t111i ty l1e11cefortl1 could live in peace. l◄~or 
tl1e Black Ha,vk and all his evil b1·ood had 
perisl1ed. 

I T was no.t 11ntil the evening of the ne.':t 
·day that-· anytl1ing like n01·1nality ,v~.s 
resumed. 
· T.hroughout tl1c nigl1t and all during 

tl1e day the people celebrate,). It was im­
possible to feel any sorrow for the ·hideotts 
-fate of the pirates. 1,he~ we1~e ruthless des­
peradoes mufberers, 1~ffians of the . ,vorst 
type. It ,,~as better that -they should be 
-dead. 

Nelson Lee h:id been busy during ·the das·, 
andt aided by scores of e1Jthusiastic helpe1·s, 
he nad discovered that the gl'eat gas flare~ 
\Yhich surrounded the cavern w-ere not 
setious)y damaged. They had been cxtin­
gmshed after a great fall of rock, caused by 
the firing of one of the Porta Marlo's .guns. 

:Sut the ga& itself was •&.till pouring fo1-th 
.from the cr11dely made nozzles. No doubt the 
supply ltad been checked owing to tne shocl{, 
but the gas ,vas now coming as strongly a■iJ 
ever. And n1en weqt round, '1igh•ting tl1e 
flares, so tl1at everytlii11g once .again became 
,., as you ,vere. '' 

There wns a great feast that night, and 
Lee -and his companions, of .oourse1111 were th" 
·gue&ts of -honour. The _people r0011M1 8Carcely 
believe, even now, that the, would nevc1, 
again be troubled. 
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After the feasting, Lee made a suggestion. 
It had bcc11 in his mir1d all da,r and he 
,,·as gl~d to '' get it ofI his chest.,; , 

'' I a~ afraid, good people, that )"Ott gi,·e 
n1c credit for a great deal more thar1 I de­
scr,,e," he began. 

'' No, 110 ! " 
"'T. 1s 11ot trtle, ]\,Jaster Lee!,, 
'' 'T,vas j'OLt \\tho sa , .. eel 1,s ! " 
'' \\7 ell, \Vc'll let it pass,'' smiled Lee. '' Tl1e 

plain truth is that tho Black Ha,"·k himself 
catised · his o,vn death and the deatl1 of l1is 
f{J)lowers. But he1·c ia the point I \\'ish to 
bring for,var<I. Y 011 nre no longer in danger, 
aud )"'OU have, i11 Amnnda Peterson a l'Oung 
lady of sterling cottrage and cl1aruct;r. \\1hcn 
~he gro,vs older I arr1 convincecl that she \\'ill 
pro,·e herself to be an able and jt1st. leader." 

'' NaJ·, Master Lee," said Amanda, flt1shing. 
'' "Tis not fitting that a girl __ ,, 

11 Oh, but that's rot!'' broke 'in Handforth 
excitedly. '' \\lhat abot1t queens? Thero was 
tl Qt1een V ictorir1 of J~nglar1cl, and she ruled, 
cli<lr1't she! All. ~'Oti've got t.o do is to 
appoint mir1ist.crs and councillors, and that 
sort of thir1g." 

'' A)re, 'tis trt1e· enot1gh ! ,, vo,vecl Dr. Otto. 
'' Amu11da shall rule, after tl1e tradition of 
l1t~r · 1'-ioblc family.'' 

And a great chortts of voices arose i11 agree• 
ment. 

'' It may not come to that,'' said Lee 
gravely. '' I have been thinking, my good 
ft·iends, thnt ·you may prefer to lca\re this 
cavern of yo11rs, and go to the Outer \\'orld. 
You ,vill be \\1elcomed there, I can asstti:e ~'Ott. 
Y 011 ca11 go to th~t great country, England, 
fr<11n which your forefatl1ers sprang.'' 

There ,vas a silence . 
. '' \Ve have alrcad},, navigated the steel ship,'' 

cor1ti11ucd Nelson Lee. '' It ,,,.ill be possible, 
I thi11k, to }Jat.ch her up ancl nav·igatc her 
ng·aii1. If the ,veather is fai1· a11d \\re encottr1-
ter no great sto·r1ns, ,vc may \\~in throt1gh 
and reach a port.'' 

- But e,·cn while he ,vas saying thf'.SC' ,,Tords 
lie ,,·as not so sure. He knc,,, ,,·ell er1ottgh 
t,hat one gale of wind ,-. .. ot1~d send tho rain­
shackle Porto Marlo to t.l1e bottom. Yet 
J .... ee "ras ready enougl1 to take the chance, 
for he \\"'as a born 11d \"Cnttt rC'r. 

Dr. Otto, wri11klc<l, grcy-1ooking, rose to 
his feet. 

'' Spealcing for myself, I like not the idea,,, 
he said. '' Faith, but I'm g1'0\\'i11g old, and 
I m11st not forget that there arc muny )·011ng 
people amongst us. Percl1nncc tl1eir idcrLs 
,vill be different from 111ine. Bt1t it seems to 
me that '\\"'C peopie of the c-avem should live 
ot1r liv·cs here, as ottr fnthl"r and our grnnd­
fathers did.'' 

'' Ay_e, true eno11gh, Dr. Otto!'' sho11ted 
Tom Sv-·ayne. '' \\1erc " .. e to go to tl1e grent 
Outer World, we would be good for nought. 
'\"'hat know \\·e of trades, sttch ns Master Lee 
has told us of? \Ve are simple &hcrfolk, 
and ,,·e live our Ii,·cs here; and no,v that the 
Bl.~ck llawk is dead, l\1'8 can live in peace.'' 
, But Amanda will come!" said Handforth, 
m alarm. 

''Na)'.', good Hand)', I think not,'' sai(l tl10 
girl ge11tly. '' 'T,vould be ,vrong. MayhaJ). 
in tin1e, ,ve peorJlc of the cn, .. ern ,,·ottl(! 
adaJJt ot1rse1 ves to the l1ustle and bt1stle of 
tl1u ,vorld yot1 have tolcl 1,s about. But ,ve 
shot1ld be like strangcrs-aj·c, \\'C sl1ould be 
curitlsities, for people to stare at. Bt-tt herl', 
i11 tl1is cavern, vre shall now find peace. 
'T,,,erc better that ,,·e re111ain. '' 

There \\·as a long discussio11 on t.he sub­
ject, and son1e of the ~'Ot111ger ·people \\'ere 
eager enough t.o take the chance. Yet they 
\Vere prevailed ttpon, and \\·hen the qt1estio11 
\\'as put to the ,·ote, there \\"as no dot1bt as to 
tlie issue. The ca vcr11 folk elected to re-

• n1n1n. 
Yet tl1ere \Yas a loophole. · · 
Lord D01·ri.more defi11itely· promised tlia t l1c 

,,·ould rctt1rn-and ere long. He ,,Tould come 
b3-· air, ns he came before. Then, after tl1e 
lapse of time, if the ca,rern people v.·erc of 
a different mind, something could be done. 

Nelson Lee l1imself, natt1rally, ,vas greati.;~ 
relieved. He did not relisl1 tl1e task of na"·i-­
gnting tl1e Porto l\farlo out into the open 
set\, ,vith a crc,v of men ,vl10 k11~w nothi11g 
of steam, or even of the sea itself. 

lr1deed, it ,vould be better all round f<)r 
ti1e ad\ .. e11tt1rers ,to go-to leave in their aero­
plane ,-.·ithot1t delay. It. \\Tould be a simpl~ 
matter to chart~r a special ship, and to fine! 
a \\·n)' through the "'eed. lt,or if an aero­
pl~r,e \\"ent in advance, and· ,vas in constant 
\\''lrelcss con1munication \\"ith the ocean \;essel, 
the difficulties \\,.ould be easily surmounted. 

Tl1us the matter ,vas left; and it \\'as Nelson 
Lee's private opinion that Amanda and her 
peoi)le \\rould pref er to remain i11 this lost 
fragrr ... e11t of Atlantis \\~hich \\'as their \~crJ· 
O\\'ll. 

T I-IE ,veck \\"l1ich follo\vcd ,,,.as a verv 
f 1111 ,,,eek. ~ · 

Nelson Lee arid l1is party left tl1-c 
cn, .. ern by the \\'aterfall tunnel, ancf 

tl1ey '\'Ore ~ccompanied by ~t1mbcrs of the 
Settlers. Friendly commun1cat1ons ,verc esta 1) .. 
lished ,,·ith the redotibtable Horatit1s and his 
Islanders. Nelson Lee was glad of this. 111 
time, no do11bt, the Settlel's nnd tlie '' pre• 
l1istoric ,, men ,,,ould come to an understarld­
ing and would ,, .. ork together. l\1ost likely 
the Bottlers \\·ott~d leave the ca,rern nn·d 
\\"ould bt1ild a to\\"nship for themselves 011 

the island top. Arid t.he Settlers, ,vith tl1e!r 
greater intelligence, \\"Ottld probably find • •a 
,vay of dcstro>·ing the great mo11sters \\·hich 
roamed the fungus forests bl,. night. 

Bttt all that seemed unimportant to the ad~ 
, .. entttrers now. Thel~ \\"ere devoti11g their 
atter1tions to the Sky Wa11dercr, and t.he'i 
\\"ere thinking of home. Tl1ey had had enott"trl1 
adventt1re for the time being. Evon Hn1:d~ 
forth ,vas looking engcrly f6r,vard to his re­
tt1rn to St. Frank's. And Nelson Lee and 
Nipper were keen to get back into regular 
harness. . 

Lord Dorrimore and Umlosi, perhaps, \\·L're 
the only ones who. ,vere making s~rot plans 
for a return to this \\"Onderful island. : 



.• A Pow-Wow With 'l'he Editpr I 
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, 
1 ~fy dc.ar C,1l1111s, 

'.I· u1ust tha11k J·otl 
-n-11 for tl1c ~·cr·y 
-tii1c letters ~yotl 
J1avo ,,·rit.tcn to 
1110 telli11g 111e 

110\v 111ucll yo11 
c11j o~yccl ~Ir. I~. S. 
-B r o o k s' groat 
•R'i~ries of storj es 
:dcali11g ,Yit h Nel-
son Lee & Co.'s 
tt.111:tzi11g aclvc11-
turcs 011 t11e lslar1d 
n l)O,lC t lie Cloucl,;. 
rliat se1:ies l1as been one -of tl1is popular 
a.ttthor's biggest s1-1cccsscs. 

Afr. Brooks is 110,v worki11g on anotl1er 
l1atch of stories for tl1e ~oltl r.a·pcr. In a 
\Voek ·or s·o's ·time you ,vill •bc·.readi~g anotlier 
:ys.rn ~from J1is n11astcrly -pen, a11d 1;cry sooo 
110w Y~Ou will :be starting :on the .most an1azi-ng 
~ries of Christmas stories tl.1at have ever 
IJcc11 published. 1,liese stories \\~ill also .be by 
Mr. Br.ooks·! 
·:, l\-Iea11wl1ilc, in next ,vcck's -issue, JiOU witl 
find a splondid long. · complete·· detcotivo­
t11rille1·, fcatt1ring the celebrated .. detecti-,·e,. 
Nelson Le~ and l1is assistant, iN-~ppcr1 ancl 
tl1cir part.nor in mang "-onderitil adve11tl1res.· 
Lord Dorrin1ore.l Tl1is coming siory is. 

. l d '' D . F ,, d . I e11t1t c , ese14t · ocs, .an 1~ .a 1·00 
thriller irom the ,vo1td go1 A.ls~., -i11 ne~t 
,veek's progrom1110 w-il'I be ·further chaptorg 
of our rollicking school story, •~ Cock -o, tl1e 
\VQ}k. JJ 

'' \'\"lint's tli.at c11gi110 ?'' IIow 111a11y .of 
~,-ot1 spci1d :rot1r · lcist1rc l1ou1's 11car tl1e •~ail-· 
,,·ny of ,vat~l1ir1g tl1e trai11s ,v!1iz b)·? !Io,v 
r11u11y of :rott see pictures of locos, or racing 
ra.rs, a11d like to find 011t all abol1t tl1eru? 
~J,l1is is tl1c age of mecha11ical ,,-011<lcrs, a11d 
'.':Every Bo:y's ]look of Motors, ·Sl1ips •"-nd 
J~rigin~s, '' prico 7 /6, co1nes .at t.he ,~cry -r~lit 
11101nc11t to clcn.r t1p all t hcso f u sci11a t 111g 

• ======_;;:;--=----------=---------
. ·lJa11y \\~1lli11g l1n11<ls worked on the Slily 
\\~ anderer. l{epairs \\"ere -cff ected ·tl1orougl1ly 
t111clcr Lord Dorrin1ore's supervisio11. A ne\V 
t11Jdcrcarriage was constructed; the ,\-i11g~ 
\Vere pt1t i11to shape agn~11; tl1e damage to 
tl1e body ,vas repaired; and tl1e tail, ,·vhich 
l1ad boe11 badly B111asl1e<l, ,vns 111arle as sood 
as new. ., .. 
· But it mca11t l1ard '""·ork for tl1e111 all, and 

it took a f11ll ,,·eek. Tl1e11 Dorrie t0f1k t)1e 
g1·eat chance; ,.alone, he set off 011 a test 
fli ~ht, and the greu t 1nacl1ine rose gi·acc­
f ully and \\:as soon soaring far abo,~e, ov-e1· 
the is1and ·top. 

. Everything ,vas an rigl1t. Tl1c Sky \Van .. 
<lerer behaved splendidly, a11d Dorrie brot1ght 
l1er do,vn like a feather. 
.. _1-\fter tl1at the1·c ,,--as a11otl1~r final feast, 
111 \\·l1ich the l&la11der1 tl1en1selves joined. 

;11.ystcrics for tI•c 
l1:p-to-llate b o ..-. 
This :J.nnnat, 110·,v 

·on 6alo at a.II book-
:stalls a 11 d nc,vs­
a.gc11U!, is ,vo11dcr­
(1rlly illListratcd 
,vit11 :photos a11fl 

dta.w:i11gs n.n<l con­
tains a v.~ealt11 of 
interesting and i11-
·forn1&tive articlt's 
a11cl ,colet1r pla.tl~. 
Yot1 shottlll reacl 

"'" :J ... -

READERS' PRIZE JOKES. 
:Forcn1ilr1 : ''I. ,,·ont tl1is job fi11i~l1c(l to• 

nigl1t I l 1a t. '' 
Pu.t: '' Sl1tLrc, I·'II get it done -to-11ighf-, 

C1-i8D if I li•ave to ,vork all -Ja11 to-1nor1·0,v 
at ·it·f,, . 

ii. Hi,,,.Zlt, 149, Harrou.~by S.trcet, Far;i­
wortl,1 iir. Bolto11, Laitcs~.4. 'Jltlik1iijc .. ) 

F-irst 13t1~ ii1css Mu11 : '' I l1co.r Jones is ·lo()t ... 
i_rig: ~for :a cashier; I tl1ot,gllt lie -c1igage<l a 
new -one a 111onth, ago.'': 

Seeond - Business Man: ·''·Qttite ri.gl1t ! 
'l'I-i&t's the one he's looking· for·t'J 

1(J. -Jllahoneu, CcuUla 4101 ·Gua}Jaqu.:l, 
1:..' ~iuticl or. - - .:t y1YJ.1td pr izc.) 

. ' I 

I-Idto1 gnra.go ·n1ccl1anic (to owner -ot s111all 
l~y ca.rj ,v·ho · l1as bct!11 giviitg •him very 
111i11·i1te i11strt1ctio11s}: '' Awlrigbt., ewlr-ig11t ! 
J.' ll sec it'& refilled, .a11d \\' as}1~d and polisl1ccl, 
~t11(l ·if :ycr likes I'll. 'a\·c it left outside :ycr 
l)cd-room {loor ,vith :yer \1oots in tho 1nor11-
i11g!t" 

(D. Frcn,c/1, -.1'7,zsford, K110U Rise., Orpin{}• 
to,,., Kc: nt. -.4. pockc t ll'allct.) -.. .. 

-
A11() 0110 bri.g·l~t da\V!l, . 1111der. a c~ar slry, t.110 
a~ropla11e took off, carrJting \\"ith he1· ·tI1e fi,·o 
st.111·dy sottls ,,·110 11ad set out for adventttre. 

Their ,vork ,vas clo11-e. Tl1ey had left 
Atlar~tttJ Island at peace a11d ·they ~~inged 
their ,vay across tlie Atla11tic a11d aafe)y 
reached t.he Bcr111u<la Isia11ds, ,.,, .. J1iob ,vas tl10 
ne.,rest land. 

Afier thnt it ,,·ns jl1st .a matte1· of claj·s 
,before tl1ey rcacl1ed hon1c. Back iii Eng1a11fl 
it all sec111ec) like a \\."Onderful .di,eam. A11<l 
rometin1es t11ey fell to ,vo1Jde1·ing if tl1ey 
\\"ould e\·er 8cc tl1at stra1lge ie)antl again. 

THE END • 
. 

('' Desert Foes I'' a alm•tll1111 '°"• Defee .. 
tlr:c-TlariUer sfarritlfl Neu .. '£ee, NiJtJJer 
end JANI Dorri11aore ltt. a,1wdllfl dventurcs 
at 110,,u, a11d obroati-lta ned week'• NJstce.) 
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J!andforth Starts His Ir-on Rule In The Remove! 
·----------------------------
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A sensational long school story of St. Frank's dealing with the stirring times 
when E. O. Randforth was made captain of the .Remove! 

A Shock for Crowell! 

'' ia---t■ EARD abo11t Handforth ?'' 
It ,vas Reggie Pitt of tl1e Ren10,"o 

of St. Fra11k's ,vho made that 
remark. \\~i tl1 a cro\\·d of other 

fello\vs he ,vas sta11di11g ta1l{ing in tl1e lobby 
before mo1~ning lessons. 

'' I say, not 111 ?,, nskcd IInl Bre,vster, tl1c 
leader of the R.i,rer Hottse School ,..,~ho had 
(~ome over to talk o,·er the fortl1comi11g foot-­
ball match, ,vith co11cer11. '' Poor old cl1ap ! 
He's a bit of a cht1mp, but by Jo,·e, . he'd 
made of the right. stuff! l'n1 frightft1lIJr 
sorrJ· to l1ear that he's ill--'' 

"lle's not ill!" gi·o,,·Icd Cl11trcl1. '' Don't. 
j11rnp to co11clt1sions. It's tl1e Re1nov·e tl1at's 
ill ! Ha11dy's ot1r skipper !H 

.. Your \\"hat?" asked tl1(\ Ri ,-~r House bo~r. 
'' OtLr DC\\' Form ca1Jtai11 !" 

'·Rot!" gro\vled Bre,vster. 
'' It's a fact--" 
''Rot!'' said Bre\\·ster. '' Rot, rats, a11d 

l)iffle ! Yott ca11't spoof me t1p ,vith a dotty 
yar11 like tl1at ! A skip1)er has to be elect('d 
b~y· tl1e Form-:--nnd ltnless t.he Rcmo, .. e is abo11t 
fottr tin1es as 111acl as I belie,·ed it to b~. it 
\\"Ottl<l t}e\r(ll' elect a ram-l1eaded beggar like 
liandf orth ! · 

Pitt sighed and sl1ook his l1end. 
'' Ali, lltt t ,·0L1 dor1 't kno,v the i11ner l, is-. ~ 

tory of tl1c tragedy, l1c said. "Believe it, 
or believe it not, bt1t 011r esteemed For111-
mastcr, l\lr. Cro,\·C'll, l1as delib~rntely anti 
1naliciottsly J)ttt it ncross tis. \\rith fie11disl1 
rlesign aforesaid, this 1nisg,.1i<led gc11t-lcn1ar1 
has do11e tl1c dirt.v on us I'' ... 

Hal Br~,vster stared . 
"Bt1t., l1n11g it, I don't understand!" 110 
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said. ''You're _ 11ot telli11g n1c tl1at l\1r. 
Cro,vcll has uppo111ted Ha11c]:y sl{i}l}Je1· ,vitl1oi1t 

;.· the Form's co11se11t t" 
~:; Tl1cy told l1im t.he tragic detail~, bttt, son1c-

l10,v, J3re\\·ster- appeared to tl1i11k the111 ,·ery 
co1nic; and he fairly ho,vle<l. 

u \Vcl), it serves J'Oll rigl1t.,'' l1e saicl cal­
,Ja11sly. '' Fa11cy voti11g for tho cl1t11111>, n11d 
'.electi11g hin1 by a11 over,v l1el111i11 g majori tj~. 
Ivly onJy hat! Tl1at ,,·as a 6110 ja1Je, a11d 110 
1111stnke !" 

:· ·_''No 111istake !11 g·ro,vled Cl1t1rcl1. _u I tl1i11k 
:·jt ,vas all mistake ! '' 
, . · •· And yo11 11ced11't look so jo11:r cl1irpy, 
eitl1cr, .,, ,varnccl }litt. 11 l '111 11ot su111Josed to 
givse yot1 tl1e tip, bt1t Ha11dforth is 1>lan11i11g 
~o ,\·ipe you River Ho11s0 cl1aps off the fa~e 
of tl1e eartl1. He's Il1aki11g ot1t a list of 
slnugl1tcrs he's goi11 g to 1)er1lctrate, n11d :yot& 
Ri vcr Hot1se cl1,.tps are 011 tl1e tOJ) Ji11e !" 

"Oh, are ,,·c ?'' said Bre,vste1· tartly. 
'' Absolt1te]y at· the begi11ni11g of tl1c list," 

i1otldcd Pitt. '' Jla1,cly tl1i11ks tl1at a Fon11 
Q,,tfJt~in ot1ght to l1rge l1is lt'orn1 to declare 
~•;a r on every l'iv~1l body ,vithi11 a radit1s of 
i,ve11ty 111iles. Bet,vee11 :rott a11d DlC and . tl1e 
~()ot·111at, J'Ot1'rc 011 1he_ e\~e of a s1)e)J of di1·.t.y 
~~catl1cr. In plai11, -l1lu11t, J1on1ely ,vords, tl10 
Remove is abottt t.o k11ock SJ)().ts off tl1e Ri\~er 
;}f O ltSe. '' 

1-Iill Bre,vster ,:vas a cl1ecrf~l. soulJ and l1e 
gri11r1ed. . 

·' \Vell, I ,,·011't start any arg11n1e11ts no,v:­
I n1ight get pitcl1ccl 011t 011 111y 11cck1 '' lie. said 
cnl1nly. ·' \\."Te'll see abol1t tl1at jnpe bt1siriess 
later on. I ca111c here ttl l1ave a ,vord ,vitl1 
lrot1 fello,vs abot1t ,ved11esday's gan1e.:a• 

"No good hn,:i11g a ,vord ,vitl1 t1B," said 
Full,vood. "\\rc're 11otlii11g. \Vc'ro c~p11ers. 
\\T e'ro 11ot eve11 11nits. I-In11d~y's tl1e ·big 
cl1eese.'1 

'' rrhetl I'll see Ha11dy, '' said Bre,,·ster. 
'' l'n1 not partic11la l·. I j11st ,va11t to l1a\·e a 

,vord nbot1t tl1e fixtt1re--'' 
'' It's qt1ite lilicly tl1at it isn't a fixtt1re 

~10\Y," i11terrt1pted }litt. '' Handy's 1nessi11g 
·ttp the ,vhole list, by ,vl1at I ca.11 l1ear. It 
didn't st1it his n1.1g,1st taste, so l1c's r~arrang­
i11g some of the dates. ..t\nd clo11't be st1r-
11rised if he plays in tl1e for,va1·d li11e, or son1e­
tl1~11g terrible like that.,, 

'' \V ell, I'll go . alo11g a11d sec l1in1, '' sald 
Ilre,v!ter. 

/ .· ·' '' That's yot1r nffair, ,, re111ar1{ed Cl1urcJ1 
: _carelessly. '' But, nccorcli11g to all the latest 
.. · ·t.,11 lleti.11s, any f ello\v ,vho p11 ts l1is nose · inside 
. . St11dy D ·nrilJ _ get i-t nicely c11largcd, f1·ee of 

··all cost.'' 
''\Vhat on eartl1--t' bega11 Bre\vster. 
•• An absolute fact!'' agreed Brent. 11 In­

·tbrvie" .. s by a1Jpointme11t 011Jy·t No admit.: 
: tance except on businc~·! You C'an go and 
• read it on his door·!,, 

· · '' Ilt1t this is ·bt1si11ess ! '' nrgt1ed Bre,\~ster, 
I • staring. '' I say' ,v hat rot! .. , 

'' Of cot1rse it'11 rot!'' said Ch11rcl1. -•• We 
,vot1Id11't d.ream of disagreeing with yol1, old 
'!)an. But it's no good ·telling us it's rot­

·: liandy's the chap you've got to talk ·to. IIis 
ideas of rot are ,,·eircl a11d t111car111y. Any-

- . 

ho,\·, if J'Ot1 get J"o11r interview, yott'll be a 
n1ixt11re of ~laskel:r11e, Deva1it1 and Her­
ct1 les ! '' 

'' Ha, l1a, ha!'' 
llrc,vstcr looked , .. ery st1spiciot1s. 
c,Yot1 fatheads., this is only a ragl', ho 

gro\vled. •· i ... ou ca11't kid me with this piffle! 
\\'."ho ever l1eard of a captain refusing to see 
tl1e skipper of a11other school about an im­
porta11 t fixtt1rc? Why, it's potty.!'' 
· '' :i\ly de.a~"' o1rl soul, pray stagger along a11d 

try tl1e good o]d lttck, ,, said .. t\rchie invitingly. 
••·I mean to say, a chappie never kno,,,.a \\"J1at 
a cl1appie can do. Eclge i11, and see '\\"l1at 
Santa Claus l1as for you. \Ve'll sta11d rott1Jd 
i11 goo<lly 111asses, a11d reec11e the re1nai11s as 
tl1ey \\" hizz fortl1 ! '' 

'' Tl1cre's nothing like being cl1eerfu), '' sa ~d 
Bre\vster poi11tedly. 
. ••\Veil, dash it, ""e don't ,,·a11t to send yo:, 

{;o the slai.1gl1ter withotit a fair ,vurnir1g, '' su:d 
~itt. '' I!andy's the head cook and bottle­
wasl1er from 110,v on, a11d I ca11 tell you tl1at 
he's bce11 giving 11s ,i roaiti11g'! You ca11't 
do l>etter tl1a11 try J .. 011r lt1ck. J, 

''Yes, go (1nd cook tl1e sen, '1 nodded Bertio 
Onio11s. 

••t:o a11d do ,vhat?'' 
'' So1Ty ! ,., S<,id Bertie. '' I shot1ld l1ave said, 

go a11~ see ·•.the coolc. J 11st one of my Jittie 
_.eiips, ·yot, Ur10,v. I'm ofte11 getti11g ·1>uddled 
i111d n1uzzled like that." 

,. l\Iy ·h,1t f~,. ~jact1lated. · Bre\vster. ''Yot1're 
of ten getting ,vl1at ?'' 

'• .. \not.her slip,'' sigl1cd Bertie. ••I meant 
to say 111ttddled a11d pt1zzled !'' 

"¥ ou need n1uzzlir1g all 1·igl1t !', sa!d IIal 
tart.]v. . 

~ . :I. ca_n ~~ help it, yott kr10,v, ., said Bertie7 

sl1~k11lg his h<:ad. '' Ask Jol1n~y. Every­
tl1J11g I sn_{ I1as a pect1liar J1ab~t of gettir1g 
1111xed. -tior1~. It's· a .blt1sh1ng crow to 
John11J;r, sore old pole, but he's 11sed to it.,:. 

'' i\ bl.l1sl1i11g cro,v ! '' repeated Hal., sta1·ing. 
'

1 I mean to ~'lY, a crt1shing blo\v, of 
cotirse. '' · 

., Bttt ~yot1 callecl yottr brother -a ·sore old 
;pole-!'' ~·"" . 

'' Tl1at's just l1is ""ny of sympathi~i11g ,, .. i th 
n1e as .a poor o]d sot1l !'' gri11ned Johnny. 

Ha.1 Bre,\·ster baclfed n ,vny, nnd took a 
deep -l1reath. 

~'Give Pr1e IIandforth every tin1e I 1 ' he said 
p~·1ml_y. Yott can tali:e this f,eak,. n11d pop 
11!n1 111 a <lrttddle- Help! I'm catcJ1ing tl1e 
disease n1j"'self ! \Vhe1·e's Ha11dy? Be1ll be 
a relief after a dose of .Ertie Bunion!!'"' 

•• 11a, l1a, '11a !'' . 
Ila) Dre,, .. ster stalked off, fu1ning. And 

tl1q Rcn1ovites cackled lot1dly. 

Nothing Doing.J 

H AL BRE\VSTER tt1rned tJ1e door 
ha11dlc of Stt1dy D arid strode in. ....\.t 
lea.st, that is ,vha t he 1nea11t to do. 
Dt1t the door ,vas Jocked, and he came 

t1p ,vith a thttd against tl1e panel, his nose 
flt1ttcning itself painfully. 

'
1·0t1ch !', he said, reeli11g away. 

I·Ie recovered ra1,idly, ·and tht1mped vigor• 
otisI~· u1Jon tl1e cloor. 



38 -·'l'HE NELSON LEE LIIJB~IRY 

1
' Hi!'' he -roarea. '' \\'9l1at's tl1e idea of 

locl{ing yo111·self i11? Ot)en this door, Ha11dy ! 
I ,vant to speak to do!., 

'' Wl1o's that?'' can1e · llur1dforth's stcr11 
• 

\t01Ce. 
'' l\·1 e, of COlll"SC ! ,, 
'' What name?" 
''Yott ass, don't l·ou kno,v my voic~ ?'' 

snapped Hal. '' I'm Bre,vst.er, of the R1 ,·er 
llouse. I', .. e come over es11ecially to have a 
ja,v abottt Wednesda:y's gan1e, nnd I've got 
to httstle, too--'' 

'' Sorry-can't see J?o11 no,,,.!" came Hand­
fortl1 's edict. 

'' \Vl1at ?'' 
'' Can't sec an:rbody ,vithout an appoint• 

ment I'' 
'' Cl1eese it, Handy!'' gro,\"'led Bre,,,.ster. 

'' I can tal{e a jolte as ,,·ell as anybody, bttt 
this is ~etting a bit stale. Open t-his door, 
a11d don t be so jolly ft111ny !'' 

A cold silence resulted. 
'' Ila11dy !'' yelled Bre\,·ster, exasperated. 
A still colder "silence. 
'' You-yott ditheri11g lt1natic !'' hooted Hal. 

'' Are you going to open this door or not? 
You're a fi11e kind of captain, are11't you, 
,,,.hen you won't discuss an important fixture ,, --

Thump-tl1t1mp-tht1mp ! 
He ir1terr1.1pted himself by hammering hard 

on the panels. 
'' Arelou going ·t.o 01len this '' 
'' Goo graciotts me! \Vhat -is all, this 

noise?" said Mr. Cro,,tell, sttddcnly appear­
ing on the scene. ''Really, · ~"oung man, I 
must protest against this 11n,\"arrantablc dis· 
turba11ce ! '' 

'' Sorry, sir!'' grO\\'led Bre,,·ster. '' I'm 
trying to speak to Hand forth.'' 

''You're a Ri, .. er HoLtse boy, I believe?'' 
said the Form-master sternly. ''I J1ave no 
\\rish to speak severely to a ,,.isitor, bt1t I 
hope you ,vill moderate your conduct ,vhen 
you hono11r us again, my boy. I take it that 
Iiandforth ·refuses to unlock his door?'' 

''Yes, sir, the ass!''-
'' Ahem! I am inclined to agree Upon 

my word!'' said Mr. Co\\·ell, adjust-ing l1is 
glasses and gazing at the legend on the 
door. '' Whnt on earth is this? ' No admit-
t.ance except oil business?' ' Interviews by ap­
pointment--' Well, good gracious! I 
have never heard of s11ch a thing I'' 

., Neither have I, sir!'' said Brewster in­
dignantly. ''I come all tl1e war from the 
!liver House to disct1ss a football fixture ,vit.h 
t.l1e J ur1ior Captain, and this is ,,?l1at I find! 
I mean, sir, isn't it a bit steep?'' 

Mr. Crowell rapped peremptorily 11pon w tl1e 
door. 

'' c:o a,\~al' !'' came Handforth's roar. 
'' Dear ille !'' murmt1red ltlr. Co,·rell, 

startled. 
'' Y Ott' re v:anted, Handy !'' called Bre,vster. 
''Rats!'' sr1apped Handforth, from behind 

the door. ''If anybody ,,·ants me, they'JJ 
have to \\"ant! Tell him, v.·hoe,·er it is, to go 
and cat coke! Tell l1im to go and boil his 
11gly· face!'' 

l~re,vster t,urned to l\Ir. Cro,,·ell gra,,ely. ' 
'' I've got t-o tell )"Ott all that., sir, ' 1 lie said, 

,,·itl1 a t,vinklc in his eJ'e. 
''It is qttite ltnnecessar.}y for you to rcpc-at 

tl-1at insulting message, J'0t1ng n1an !'' said 
J\Ir. Cro,vell, compressing his lips. •'Hand ... 
forth!" he added, raising his ~,,.oice. '' Ha11d­
f orth ! Or.>e11 this door at once ! '' 

'' Clear off! I mean-- El1? ''"ho's 
tl1nt ?'' 

'' It is I, Handforth l\Ir. Cro,, .. ell ! '' 
'' 011, crttmbs !'' came a disn1aJ·ed gasp. 

'' Half a jiffy, sir!'' 
'l,he door opened, and HnndfortJ1 stood 

tl1ere, looking some\\·hat a,vk,,,.ard. He had 
a pen O'\"er 011e car, his fingers \\"ere i11ky. 
and he ,,,.as in his shirt-sleeves. Up a11d 
do,,·n the corridor, groups of j11niors \\·ere 
edging- nearer, highly entertained by tl1e 
co1nedy. 

'' N o,v, Handf orth, ,vha t is the meaning of 
· all this farcical nonsense?'' demanded l\1t._ 
Cro,\·ell. 

'
1 Farcical nonsense, sir?" 

''Yes, IInndforth-farcical nonsense!'' 
"Farcical nor1sense, sir 1 "· 
1

' Don't keep repeatin~ my \\"ords like a 
parrot!" snapped the Farm-master angrili·. 
'' Have :ro11 got no sense, Handforth ?'' 

''No, sir-I mean, l?cs, sir!" said Hnnd .. 
fortl1 l1astily. 

'' I am inclined to thinlt ~'Ott ,,·ere right in 
\"Ottr first ans,,,er !'' exclaimed Mr. Cro,vell. 
'' It is partly iny doing that :you are in yottr 
present J)06ition as Form capt.ain, and it is 
clisco11certing, to say the least, to find that 
yot1 repaJ' my·-my generosity· b~y inv·iting n1e 
to fry ml~ ugly face ! '' 

'' Ha, ha, ha!' .. 
TJ1c audience t.ittered conv·ulsiYely. 
''Well, sir?" said llr. Cro,,·ell, glaring at 

H·andforth. 
'' I didn't salr that, sir!'' said the Forni 

captain stot1tly. 
'' I distinctly heard ~"Ott tell this boy--'' 
1

' I did11't sai that he c0t1ld tell you to fry 
)'Ot1r £ ace, 6ir,'' denied Handfortl1. '' I sn id 
he could tell l·ou to boil ;your face, sir!'' 

'' Ha, l1a, ·ha!,, 
lfr. Cro"pell tt1rned '"elj,. red. 
'' l·ou are 011ly making things muclt \\1'orse, 

IIandforth, by this ridicttlous quibbling!'' he 
snapped. '' I l1a"·e ne,rer been so insulted ,, ' --
· ''011~ c~l1eese it, sir!'' int(\rrt1pted Hnnd• 
fort-h enrnestl:r. '' I'd no idea it was you, 
sir-I tl1ot1ght Bre"·ster meant that one of 
the cl1aps ,vanted t.o see me. I ,,,ouldn't 
dream of telling J·ou to boil lrottr face, sir!''-

'' I shot1ld hope not, Handfortl1 !'' retorted 
!\Ir. Cro,,·ell. '' I should most decidedly hope 
not! \\Tl1ile disapproving of these coarse ex 4 

pressions, I ,viii O\"erlook tl1e offence for th:a 
once. If ),,.Otl had been any other boy, ho,,y­
e\rer, I shou1d ha,·e punished you severely. 
0110 m11st n1akc allo,,·ances for-for--'' 

'' Tl1e half-witted, sir?'' a13ked Bre\Ystor 
blandl)~. 

'' Ha, ha, ha l ''· 
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.. ' ' There is no rrecd to l1arp . t1po11 the J)0111t, 
~ Bre,vster !'' said :\Ir. (~ro,vell ct~11Iy. .''.lJa11d­

fortl1 has bee11 elected ·to th1s pos1t1011 of 
, ~1t.1thorit.y, and he sl1all at least l1aYe a11 op­

, J)ortuni ty of pro,·i.l1g l1is ,vo.rth. Let 111e hear 
11c1 A>re of this <listt1rba11ce. 011ce a11cl f•lr 
L1ll,l insist t1po11 or'cler. I object to these 
ha1nmcrir1gs a11d tl1tin1pi11gs i11 tl1c corridors.,, 

1-Ie walked off, fecli11g tl1at his dig11ity ,va5 
liable to st1ff er if lie ren1ai11cd. Ha11df ortl1 
J.Jre1Jared to close l1is stl1cly cloor, }Jttt Bre,vst~r 

. tlcf tly pttt l1is foot i11side. 
'' Hold 011 !'' he saill angrily. '' Do11't bo 

-~--- n1ad, llancly ! You ca11't expect n1e to disct1ss 
j footer tl1rot1gh a closed door, I st1ppose? ,, 
.-. ''We're 11ot goi11g to discuss footer!'' re-
. ,· tortecl l-Ia11dforth. 

'' Bttt I ca1ne l1erc--'' 
· '' I ca11 't help )·ottr trottbles, olcl 111a11 ! '' 

'' Trot1bles !'' roared Ilre,vster. 'Ii Tl1ere are 
011e or t,vo poi11ts I_ ,vantH -to set.tle-a11d I 

, : sha11't l1ave t\ cl1a11ce to con1e l1ere again 
h<:foro Wed11esday--'' 

'•• Tl1at's :yot1r fn11eral !'' n1terr1.1pted I-Ia11rl­
fortl1 coldly. ·''If you ,vant.il&-i11ter,·ie,v ,,·itl1 
111e abotLt the fo.oter, l'-ot1'~e · got ·to fix it llP 
-1'y a1lpoint1ne11t. A ·l\orn1 c4pta111 cj11't ,,,.aste 

, : .. his time on pror11iscl1011s ·callers. lfalce a11 

U!lIJoint1ne1it ·by 'pho11c, or ·i by letter, or ,vitl1 
·. 0?10 of 111y secret.aries--.'-' ' 

'' Secretaries ! , ' gasped Bre,Yster f ecbl:r. 
'' That's ,vhat I said.'' · . 
'' Ilttt-bt1t, confot1_nd it •. t11is IS. i1111)ortl..11t. !'' 

sai<l Hal fiercely .. "_\,7110 (]1c dicke11s are- j·our 
secretaries, anJ'l10,v? '' 

r·.. . '' Chttrcl1 r1x1cl ~leCI. ure,'' 5f1jcl I-Iandf ort 11 
· _ airily. . 
.1:. ·•Fj·rst ,ve k11e\v nlJot1t it!" 1·e111arked 

Church. 
'' Ha, l1a, l1a ! '' 
'' I ha_,~en't l1ad ti111e to get tl1i11gs fixed 

f. 1111 :yet," said Ha11dfortl1, as tl10 cackle sttb--
1-1 .. sided_.. '' AnJ'l10,"-, I cu11't se~ yo~1 ,vitJ1out a11 

a}JI101ntme11t, Bre,vster. Sorry, a11d all tliat, 
btit my decisio11 i~ fi11al.'' · 

. , ': But y·ot1 are seci11g n1c !'' l1ooted Bre,\·ster, 

. ;·. cxa.s1Jeratecl. '' ,,-r11at do } ... Oll _tl1i11k I .a1u-a 

· sl1ado,v? A ghost, or so111cth111g ?'' . 
'' You r1ecdr1 't be f t11111y ! ". said Ha11dfortl1, 

fro,vr1i11g. '' This ir1tervie,v is t111official-a11d 
-. I car1't recogr1isc it. If :yott. ,va11t to disct1ss 
. ; football, n1ake an. a111>oiritn1ent ,vitl1 one cf 

-,.-· 1r1y se·creta ries, a11d COl)lC again later!,, 
He closed tl1c door a11d tur11ed tl1e ke~y. 
'.' UtJon n1y Sa111 ! '' said Hal Bre.vster 

.. hoarsely·. 
'' \\te ,T:arr1ecl )70t1, old n1a11,'' 111urm11recl 

.. J->itt, co111ir1g np. h Ju~t at prese11t Ha11,Jy 
lias got a bt!e i11 l1is bon11et-a b11n1ble-bee, 
I imagi11c, by tl1e size of it. lie n1igl1t. 

. rcco,,.cr ir1 a clny or t,vo, bt1t ,ve'·ve got to give 
. ·11i1n time. It's no good bla1ni11g u.s--'' 

,·, Dtrt I rlo blatne J'Ot1 l'' snorted 1-Ial 
.BL·e,Ystcr indig11antl~y·. '' I b1nn1e tl1c entire 
l{e111ove ! Yott elected tl1e Jt111atic, c]id11't 
:yo11 ? A fine bt1si11css, to ho biff ed off the 

... p·t·c1nises ,vhen I conic here to disc11ss footer! 
~ly hat! Bio,,, lla11dforth ! Blo\v the matcl1 ! 
Bia\V tho \Yl1ole crO\Yd of 3·ou l'' 

lie tl1r11ecl 011 his l1cel, red ,vit]1 ,vrath, a11d 
~talked fu1·iottsly ot1t of the b11ildi11g. 

H andfortl1's Inspection I 

T H~~ l1emovc, ,vith tha.tvcallousness \Yl1ic!1 
· is st1ch a chara.ctt .. ristic of the scl1col-
. l1oy, laughed tt}lroariot1sly over I-Ia! 

Brc,vster's ,vasted jot1r11ey. It struck 
the Re111ove as beir1g }Jartic11farly ft1n11y. 

A11d J.-et, · at tl1e sa111c tin1e, most of tho 
iello\YS ,ve1·e secretly S)rmpn tl1etic. After a! I, 
it ,vas liJi:e Ha11dfortl1'G 1·ot to be n stick let 
:tf ter l1igh-a11d-migl1ty f 01·111alities in tl1e ca.:o 
of a11 old iriend like Hal. , 

Tl10 thing ,vas, of cot1r8e, farcical . 
No jur1ior captain tl1at St. ~"1·anl{'s l1ad . 

c,-er l<110,v11 l1acl i11sist.ecl 11po11 appoi11t111e11 ts, 
or st1cl1Iilic rtlbbisl1. A fello\v ca111e alo11g to 
po,v-\vo,v abot1t footer, a11d thc1·c ,,·as an eI1<l 
of it. 

But I-Ianclfort11 l1acl l1is o,v11 ideas about th~ 
. <lig11it.y of l1is ne,v ly-ucquired· position. _a.\ 
Form captairi, according to him, ~·as a pcrso11 
of no le.3s i1nportance tl1a11 the l1end111nstcr 
hiinself.- \VJ10 ,,·oultl dream of .corning to 
seo the IIead ,,·itl1out h·avi11g tJreviouslJt· n1atl~ 

. a11 ttppoi nt1nent ? ( Lots of peo11lc, renlly, u1t t 
Hand forth scoffed at the very sttggestion.) 

No, a ~,orm cnptai11 had to be exclusiYe. 
That, accordi11g to lla11clforth's ligl1ts, ,,·a~ 
the- "'"et·y · csse11ce of tl1e J u11ior captai11e:y. 
Ot!1cr 5kitlpers l1ad 1nacle then1s.elvcs too cl1ea1J 
-too ea--J' ta get ·at. ~Her _\\·as goi11g to alter 
.ill· that .. a11d. 1i1ake tl1e IJOsitio11 as ca1Jtai11 a 
dig11ifie<l, ~tatcly office. 

lie eve1-1 i11sisted upo11. a ·desk all to. hin1se If 
i11 tl1e class-roon1-a clesl< set a11art fron1 tl1ti 

~ 

rest of tl1e Form. R<ltl1er to l1is o\r11 snr-
JJrise, Mt·., Cro,vell rcadil.y conse11ted to tl1c 
i11novatio11, · and had .·. a special si11gle deBl{ 
oro11gl1t i11 forth ,vitI1, 

It·· strnr1c lir. Cro\ve]l as being a bright 
ic)('a. .lia11clforth ge11e1·n}ly cansed }1i1n 111ore 
trot11Me than nll tl1e .rest of t.l1e Rcn10\·e J)11t 

togetl1er, and. so it -,vot1ld be a great adViltl­

~igo to l1ave him.separated from the rest, and 
i1nn1ediatel~ t1nder l1is o,v11 eye. Nlr. Cro,\·e:1, 
J1ov .. ·e\-er, .. dRI n-ot tl1i11k it 11ece.ssary to expla i r1 

to lia11tl f ortl1. the reaso11 for his 1·cady 
-acq t11escc11ce. 

If it ,\·as11't obvio11s to him-a11<l it ,vnsn't­
it Ol1gl1t · to. hav~ been,. a11d it ,vas certai11Iy 
olJvious to the rest of the Form. 

'fl1t1s, .Ila11dforth prec11ed 11in1self afresl1. 
~411otJ1cr little tri1t1n1Jh ! No otl1er }-.orn1 

captai11 ,,·as e,·er hor1ot1red by this disti11ctio11 
-a special desl{, nll to l1i111self, set i11 f1·011t 

of the rank a11d file ! It \Vas exactly ,vl1a t a 
Forn1 cap ta i 11 dcs<'rvecl ! Even the usual ,,. }1 is­
JJcri11g a11d 11t1dging-tl1e clail3 scraps of bj~ .. 
play \\'hile ~Ir. Cro·~vell's back \\Tas tt1r11erl­
clid not st1·ike H ar1clforth as a · loss. Ho ,,~aa 
~J f)ro11c] of being alone, in splendid isolation, 
tl1at he l1acl 110 desire to i11dt1lge in forbidde11 
,vl1is1Jerings. Besides, tl1nt sort of tl1i11g ,vn, 
altogctl1er be]o,v the dig11ity of a skip1Jer. 

A11d ~Ir. Cro,vell, being bt1t ht1man, began 
to feel that lie had scoretl a tr:nn1r,l1 by JJl'o­
clai1ning IIa11rlfortl1 captain. TJiat 1tlon<.1ay 
J11or11i11g's ,\·ork: ,va.s t_I1c n1ost I~~acel"t,l fore-
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noon tl1at he cot1ld r~member. Not a single 
dist111·bance from Handfortl1 from the first 
lesson to the last! And here l1e ,vas, right 
ur1der his ,,ery e:ye all the time ! A splendid 
state of affairs! In fact, it was so st1ccessful 
that l\:'.Ir. Crowell c11tht1siastically nd,?ised all 
the other Form-maste1·s to ado}Jt the s)·stent. 

A11d llandy, the dear old chump, never 
guessed that he vras the goat l 

As soon as lessons ,vere over, he made 
i11stant preparations for another innovation. 
He gathered up his t,vo secretaries, and held 
a. co11ference on the spot-at the foot of the 
8chool !louse steps. 'l'he rest of the ll.emove, 
,\Tisely decided to ref rain from any chipping. 
E,rerybody v;as wo11dering ,vhat the next 
mo,.re u·ould -be. 

'' Now, you fello,\"S, \\"e',re got to start,'' 
said Handforth. 

''Good l'' said Churdi. '' \\1here are \\·e 
going?'' 

''Nowhere.'' 
'' Then why start?'' asked ilcClure. 
''You ass! \Ve're going to start a ne,v 

eodie !'' .~aid Handforth curtly. 
''Oh!'' 
''Well, not e:x-actly a dodge I should ha ye 

said, a new system of super\rision, '' amended 
liandforth hastily. ''That reminds me, my 
so11s. Now that I'm skipper, and you're- my 
secretaries, we've got to be careful in our 
speech. We've got to set a good example 
to the Form.; No more slang, ~'OU under-
btand ?'' . 

'' Trust us!'' said Churcl1 .. 
' 'No more slang!'' repeated Handforth 

• firn1ly. ''I'm going to put my foot do\\pn 
with-- a hard wallop on all slang! If I hear 
any silly josser gassing slang i11 my presence, 
I shall dot him one on the boko !'' · 

'' ~\11d t.here's to be no more slang?'' said 
Mc(~lure solemnly. 

''Nol'' said Ha11dforth, nodding. ''I'm 
going to be very strict on tl1at point. A 
)form captain has got to sho,Te himself on a 
kind of pedestal, and stay there. He's the 
big bt1g of the -i...,orm-the chap· that all the 
otl1cr idiots look 11p to as a pattern. I've 
got to be · thundering careful, my sons, and 
1f I don't V\ .. atcl1 my step I shall come a11 
a,,,f ul mucker I'' 

'' And there's to be no more slang t't re­
pented llcClure blandly. 

'' Ila ven't I told ~·ott t,\~ice there's to be no 
more slang?" roared Ha118forth, glaring. 
'' \Vhat's the idea of standing there, and 
doing an imit-ation of a gramopl1one record?'' 

''I only \\'anted to kno\\·,'' said l\fcClure. 
''\Vell, you know nov." !'' retorted lland• 

fort.h. '' Don't forget that I'm a pattern I'' 
'' A pattern?'' repeated Cl1ttrch. 
'' Yes-I'n1 determined to make myself a 

model skipper.,, 
'' Yott' re that alreadJt, '' said Church 

promptly. 
'' Oh, \\'ell--'.! 
'' Everybody kno,vs that a model is an imita­

tion of the real tl1ing ! " explained Church 
carelessly. '' \Veil. \\·hat's tl1is 11ew game 
l\·e' re going to Start ? '' 

IIandfort.h took a deep breath. 
''\\i"ait a n1i11t1te !'' he said thickly. 1 ''\\i""hat's 

that abot1t 1ne bci11g an imitation? \Vhy, :y·ot1 
insulting chump! If yott tl1ink you ~an s_ay 
t,hi11gs lil,e tl1at to me, ~n~ get a~_ ,,,1t_l\ 
'em, ~,.ou've got more opt11ntsm that ·s,~abb1t 
in a dog-sho,\T I Pt1t up lTour hands, you 
rotter--'' 

'' Impossible ! " said Cl1t1rch, horrifi'.ed. 
'' What nbout your dignit)" ?'' 

''Eh?" 
'' l\Iy dear cl1ap, )·ou cnn't descend to a 

mere brawl in the open Triangle!'' saicl 
Ch11rcl:, in amazement. '' What about yotir 
example to the rest of the Remove?'' 

''H'm! Perhaps :yot1're right,'' admitted 
Hnndforth grt1dging. "I'll overlook it this 
time, bttt in future you,d better be careful. 
\Ve're now goi11g round on a tour of in• 
spection. ,, 

'' Are ,,,e? '', said Chttrch. · 
''Yes v.·e are!'' said Edward Os\\rald. ''I'm 

not satisfied that the studies -are being kept 
as tid}~ as I woi1ld lilce." 

'' Being a great stickler for tidiness your• 
self,'' said 11cCltire dr)·l3". 

''Eh? Oh, "'ell, how the dicke11e could 
St.udy D be tidy with yot1 fatl1eads in there?" 
snapped· Handforth. '' It's diflercr1t now, 
tha11k goodness. We're going round to all the 
studies, one after the other. :t.londay morn• 
ing inspection, you understand? I'm going 
to make this a regular ,•;eekly feature.'' 

''Our features will b~ "?eakly by the time 
t.he inspection's over!'' said Church gloomily. 
'' So1ne of the· cl1aps will bifl us out on our 
neclcs !'' 

'' Let •e·m trlr it on!'' retorted Handfortl1. 
'' And d011't make any cheap jokes in fro11t 
ot me, m)" lad! I'm the ca1ltain-and that's 
n1y job!'' 

'' l\'Iaking ~heap jokes?'' 
''Yes! 1-1 mean--'' Handforth paused, 

and glared. '' \\"e'll start with Study A,,, he 
added, \\Tith a ~ieam in his eyes. ''Ready? 
Then come on ! ' 

'' Half a tick!'' urged l\lcClttrc. •• I say, 
isn't it a l,it-- \Veil, t-hick?" 

''Thick?'' 
'' \\1cll, you k11ow "'l1at I µ:iean,'' said ~lac. 

,c Off side!'' 
'' Off side?'' 
'' Hang it, it'll be like interference--'' 
'' There's no qt1estion of int.erference where 

the Form captain's concerned,'' said Hand­
forth ct1rtly. '' I can got anywhere I likE:'. 
at a11y hour I like. Every study iJ open for 
my i11spection-or \\'ill be-by the time l'vo 
done! No,," t.hat I'1n skipper, the Remove as 
going to be a clean Form-a Form that ,vill 
be a pattern for every other school to copy 
from!'' 

''Ahem!'' cot1ghed Church. ''There'~ 
notl1ing like modesty!'' 

'' A Form captain can't afford to be 
modest!" retorted Handforth. '' Even at the 
risk of being called conceited, he's got t-o 
think of his Form first, and himself last. l 
look 11pon this job seriottsly-not as a mere 
side line to occttpy my spare minutestthe 
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8a n1e as otl1er ski1)pers. I' v got a rcspo11s1-
i ,il i t;y, a11cl I 111ea11 to sl10\V everyboc_fy tl1at 

: l '111 1 re tha11 ca1Jable of coping ,vith it!'' . 
.i-\11 tl1e ru111my Jlart of the ,vl1ole affair 

~ · v~·a t Etl ,vard Os,valcl I-Ia11dforth reall~ 
., I~ · very ,vur<l l1c saic.1. Ile to<?k l1in1sclf 
· scriotl.~l~·-ho regarclecl tho capta1r1cy ~s a 
sole11111 trttst; al tl1ough l1is ideas \Vere entirely 

~ revol11tionary, lie l1ad s11flicie11t co11rage and 
aggressi ver1ess to pttt tl1en1 i11to effect. He 
,,·a') tho first Ren1ovc captai11 wl10 l1ad ever 
flared ttl i11terfcre ,\·itl1 traclitio11. He took 
}1i111self ,,ery earr1estl,y·. 

' · ·u11fortt111atel;y, tl1e Re111ove took l1i1n ns a 
• 1 
JOi{C. 

The Reformer on the Job. 

'' By George!'' 
Ha11dfortl1 t1t.teretl the ~xc.lama ~ior1 

i11 a to11e of righteous 1nd1g11at1011. 

Ile ,vas s.ta11di11g i11~. the door,vay of 
... St 1uly A, i11 the A~1cien·t -H~ttse, . and th_e 

'.·_sig~1t lie sa,v "~tlS apparc11tly.1,111pleas1x1g __ to l11s 
r1·it:cal eye. Cliurch n11d 1Ic0lnre, otit 1n the 

.. passage, coltlcl .gttess \vhnt-it -~~as.. 
J3er11ard Forest '"~as lou11g1ng· 1n an easy­

i- cl1air, s111olti11g a cigarette. Gt1l_liver ar1d_.Bell, 
l1is cro11ics, ,vere 11ot sn10lc111g, bt1t t,vo 

.
1
e1nol1lderi11g · cigarettes in t_l1.o. fire11la~e pro .. 

~, :'lidPcl s11lficic11! evi<le11cc for a slct1tl1 of Hand-
fo1·tl1's type._ . ; , 

'' By George!'' lie repeated grj~ly. . 
I3er11ard Ji,orrcst ro:se IeiSt1rely to his feet, 

nr1cl 1nade no att.e1111)t to ret11ove the cigarette 
f ro111 his li1ls. A11 evil glint, er1tered his eyes. 
I-le l1ad been Sltspccti11g sori:1cthing like thj s. 

· 0111}- · the prev 1ot1s ,,·eek l1c· a11d liis f ello,v cad3 
l1_a(I cor1gratt11ated then1selves t1p~n t~1e fact 

. ;f hat ll1ey l1ncl 110 l1011scn1a.~ter to botl1cr about. 
1 ffl1creforc tl1ey ,vo11ld he llractically at liberty 
to tai,e al] sorts of cl1a11ces. Ha11dfortl1's tt11-

exrlcctc(l electio11 as Form ca})tain l1ad given 
11,orrcst pat1se, a11cl he ,, .. as ··11alf-prcpared f<)r 
tl1is ·visit. 

. ,- ' ''ell Y'' lie askecl coollJt. '' Dor1't trottlJle 
t•J l(r1ocl<, yot1 k110,,·. \\'all{ rigl1t in. No 

. l . t I '' 8cerets 1n t 11s s uc y. 
'' \'ll1a t, '' saicl lla n{lf orth on1 i11ot~.sly, •' is 

tl1at tl1i11g in J~otlr lleastly n1011tl1 ?'' 
''This~~, said Forrest, re1110Yi11g tl1~ 

ei ~arette. ~--
,,Yes!'' 
'' rl,l1is is a sticl{ of l,arle~" sugar!~" said 

Forrc.st bla11clly. · 
' ' II a , ha :t }1 a ! ' ' ca c I" IC' cl G 11 I l i ,. er a r1 d B c 11. 
'' Y Oll rotter, it's a cigarette!'' roared lla11<l· 

fort 11. 
''Reall)T ?'' clra,Ylcd Forre~t. 1 '\""'l1at mar-

,·e 11,)tlS C)tesigh t ~;011',·e E,rot ! '' 
H:e reJJlaced tl1e cigarette i11 J1is n1011 th 

\"Vit.11 deliberate ostentatio11-l)t1t it dir111't stay 
tl1crc 10ng. liandfortl1 considerecl that this 
\\,.as a calc11lated affront, 11ot 011ly to l1i1nself, 
lJtit to l1is nt1tl1ority ns J4"orm <!Ulltai11. ...L\11cl 
a blatant affair of tl1is ki11d had to l)e pt1t 
do\Yll ,vith nn iron l1a11cl. 

l~fl,Yar<l Os,,·nlcl took: one s,vift 5teJJ for• 
,varcl. Ile knocked tho cigrette out of l?f)r­
rcst.'a n1onth n11cl ser1t it flying ac1·oss t.110 
l'()Ojt_ rrher, he sla!111ncc.l the door bcl1intf llitll 

a11y1sl1ed back l11s sleeves. 
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W E lead thewav again 
this vear with an 

unsu.rpassed feast of 
firework delights ! All 
the latest and best novel~ 
ties are contained in this 
,,ear's selecdon. With 
Brock's Fireworks you 
cannot fail to have a 
good •• Fifth of . Novem; 
ber.'' So buy your tire•· 
works at the · shops 
which ,sell BROCK'S· 

·· n-CRYSTAL PALA~E '' 
FIRE.WORKS. 

\ 

-· • A Selection f r~m our 
·LATEST & . GREATEST Novelties 

,! 

Little wonders 
Big W ondcrs • 

• jd. 
• ld. 

• 
Little Demons - id . 
B.o'1 Scout Rousers 

. Ad. Id. 
Martian Comets• 1 d. 
Electric Hares • Id. 
Crick•Cracks • • 2d. 

Egyptian Palms 
ld. 2d. etc. 

Harlequins 
ld. 2d. etc. 

Auroras - • Id. 2d. 
Emerald Sprays 

Id. 2d • 
Indian Marvels 

Id. 2d. etc • 
Speedway Sliders 

ld. 2d. 
Guy Fawkes Mines 

2d. 4d. etc. 
Autogyros 2d. 4d. 6d. 

Brackens 
2d, 4d. 6d. 

etc. 

.. 

~ I 
_ij" . 
. . . 
I •• . . 
I I! . . -.... 

: I 

.200 y~aTS ~:<Pmenc~ behind 
~ach Brock's FiTt«·orlc. 
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''Up ,vith 'cm!'' he roared. '''\:.,,.ou've got ''Lool,i1l' for ~on1ethi11'?'' asked Sir.Mon\ia 
five seconds!'' n1ilclly· ♦ '' Say tho ,,·ord, dear old boy, an'· 

'' Confottnd ;yottr infernal ner, .. c '' bcga11 ,vc' JI help yot1--'' 
F,orrest. '' II' m ! Not so bncl," saicl ndforth 

Crasl1 l ci"itically. '' l\Iight be a bit t.idi . in tlw 
As Iforre.st had mad~ no attempt to put cor11er. See tl1at it's cleared 11p _ e !I 

his hands ttp, he received Ed,vnrd Os,vnld's l'o1ne agai11. This litter nnd stuff is·· ~ 1rect 
1·igl1t on the poir1t of his chin. Ile fell across cat1se of disease. Ar1d open that ,vindow a 
tl1e table, and the force of his lt1rch ,,·as to l)it ! I'm going to insist upon fresh air I'' 
se,rere thnt he tt1rned a half-somersa11lt., a11cl '' \\,.l1at the--'' began \\Tatson, staring. 
lar1dcd head do,vn,vards on the floor be~·oncl. '= Mo11day morning inspection!'' said I-land• 
}~or an instant his legs ,Yaved ,vildly i11 mid• fortla. '' I'm a bit lenient to~day, as ~,.Oll 

air, and 011e of the1n cat1ght Bell a fearful l1aven't l)cen l)repared. But next ,,·eek I 
crack on tl1e side of his head. sl1au't ha,·c a11y mere)'!'' 

'' 1,11at's jttst to start ,vith !" said I-land- "llegad !'' said Sir l\Iont.ie. '' It's frigl1t• 
fortl1 cttrti:y. '' I'll sl10,v j .. ou \vhether ~yot1 can ft1li~y probable, old boy·, tl1at by next ~Ionday 
tt1rn this study i11to a chimn~y or not! I' 111 :y·ott ,,·on't be in a position to do any inspecti11' 
skipper no\\', anll I do11't allo,Y any s1noki11g.'' at nil. I l1ear tl1at some of the fello\vs are 

A box of cigarettes stoocl on the table. ,vagerin, tl1at )"OU ,von't last more than fo11r 
IIandfortl1 pick:ed it t1p conte1nptuot1sly and davs !" 
flt1ng it in the fire. At the same momer1t, Hanclforth grinned. 
Forrest rose to his feet, pale ,vith rage, and '' It only pro·vcs ho\\" little I'm appreciated,'' 
dishe,,elled from head to foot. l1e said calmly. ''The Remove is going to 

,, That's a llC\V box of fifty·!'' he snarled }lass a public ,rote of tl1anl,s at t.he en(i of 
}1ot1 ,'.P. , tl1c term, and I ~l1ould11 't be st1rprised if Dick 

'' ~\II tl1e better!'' snapped Handforth. l-lamilto11 seco11cls tl1e motion!'' 
''Remember, this is jt1st a taste! If I cat.ch '':i\ly l1at!" glared \\"'atson. ''Of all the 
~,,ou smoking in here again I shall tako gicldy conceit--'' 
action!" '' No, it's not conceit," interrupted Hand-

He turned on his heel and strode out. fortl1, shaking his head. '' I'm not claiming 
Cl1urch and l\:[cCll1rc regarded him curiousl)· anl,. pnrtirt1lar credit. It's tl1e s:rstem that's 
as he emerged. goi11g to do the· trick-the iron rule. Lax 

'' Trot1ble? '' asked ChL1rcl1. 1netl1ods are 11seless. A Form captain's job 
'' Nothing mt1ch,'' gro\\·led Handforth. '' I is to 11se a heavy hand, and to t1se it often!"· 

fottnd those cads smoking, anci Forest cheeked He ,valked out, and strode pa.st the door 
1ne. I biffed him over, and he tttrned abottt of Study D • 

.. f ot1r somersaults. I · ga ,,.e him fair v,ar11ing ''You've missed one!'' said Church, pat1s-
tha t I shall take action next time!'' ing. 

''Of co11rse, this time :you or1ly hi11tcd at ''Eh?'' said IIandforth. ''That's my 
it?" said 1\-lcClttre. stttd)~, ;),.Ott ass!'' • 

'' That's all!', '' Oughtn't yo11 to inspect it, and condemn 
'' Billing a fc]lo,,,. over, nnd making him it ns ttnfit for huma11 occupation?'' asked 

tum three or four somersatilts, does11't real!J,· ('l111rch. 
co11nt ?'' Ha11dforth did not deign to notice this 

''Not with a cad like Forrest,'' replied sarcastic remark. He ,vent into Study E, 
Handfortl1 gruffly. '' B:y George, I'm . going snorted and glared. Archie Glenthorne \\"as 
to make these ·beggars sit up before I',·e the only occupant, and Archie Gle11thorne was 
done! Huh ! It's abot1t time l took control! stretched full length on tho luxurious lounge. 
The \\'hole Form's in a state of decay!'' fast asleep. The genial ass of the Remo,re. 

'' \\r e',,.c only been in one study yet,'' ,•;as indulging in his midda1 nap in order to 
Church reminded him. . t'estore the tissues before dinner. . 

-Handforth merely grt1nted, and strode into ''Sorry, old man, bt,t duty is dt1ty, '' said 
Stµdy B. It was empt.~,, _Ht1bbard and Long ~andforth firm1y. ;• I'll _treat you gently this 
being e1se\Yhere. Handforth took one look time, b11t I shan t g1, .. e :)~Ott any more 
rot1nd, and sniffed. cl1nnccs. '' 

''Disgraceft1l!,, he said ct1rtl~"· ''Look at An~ _he p_roceeded to treat Archi~ gen!IY 
the litter! Nothing but ttntidy rt1bbish and . by se1z1ng him b~ one f?ot and ~~anlc1ng h1~ 
n1ess ! I shall ha, .. e. a , .. rord to say to these off the lot1nge ,v1t-h a ,·1olent heave. Archie 
c·l1a(.)6 later on!" thttdded t~ the floor. and th<: back of his head 

He slammed the door anrl ,vent into Study came a fr1ghtfttl crac-k against the fender. 
C. Sir l\fontie Tregellis-\\"' est and Tommy ''Help!" gasped Arcl1ie, sit.ting up. '' Good 
\\rntson "'ere at home. gnd ! I mean-- \Vl1at-ho ! Earthqual:es 

'' It'll be a jolly good thing \\,.hen he a11d tornadoes!'' 
c?mes," ,,1atson \\·as sa:y·ing. '' Stokes is all '' It's 011ly me, yott nss !" said Handfortl1. 
right-one of the best-but he can't look ''I d<>n't allo,v a11y slacl,ing in this Form. 
nftcr two Ho11s~s at oncP. Hallo, Handy !1 1 I'm jt1st gi,-rir1g ~1 ot1 tl1e tip." 
l1e ~ddcd, glancing rottnd. '' An1.·thi11g t.hc Archie rose to l1is feet and rubbed the n,, J , 
matter! . back: of l1is head . 
. l_I~ndfortl1 ,v~?l{ed !011nd the stud~y, scrtt- '' A liberty, by gad!,, l1e saicl "·ith dignity. 

tnusmg evcrythmg with exaggel'ated care. "Absolutely and positively a frightful l.t.y I 
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~Yot1 dasl1~d Llig11tel'! I 111ea1~ to say,. it~s a ''It's all right,'' l1e said; ''yot1r bag3 
~ bit •over-1·1pe ,vhe11 n cl1app1e barges 111to r:rer1't eve11 scorcl1ed !'' 

a11otlt cl1appie's quarters, anti absol11tely ., But I'm sco1·chcd !'' h·o\\'led Handforth . 
. biff 11 OL1t of dl'eamlaud i11to tl1e blessed '' Ha, ha, ha!'' " 

.. fen ' Cf lie cro,vd, seeir1g that Ilandforth \\·as 
's to11e ,vas i11dig11a11t, bt1t Handfortl1 practically t1nharmed, yelled. The thi11g ,v~s 

.~ . is hand. really qttite ft1nny. Only Ed\\"&rd Oswald s 
• p •• Do11't let it occul'' agai11 !:' he said ster11ly. coat-tails had cal1ght fire, and e,-ren t}1is 

. 'l There are ti1nes,'' said ~.\rchie, "' "·hen the ,,·ottlclu't l1ave happe11ed, but for the fact 
. ricl1 red blood of the Glentl1omes s.urges up that he ,vas weari11g a Norfolk suit, i11steacJ 

i11 Yast q11a11tities a11d actttates the good old of Eto11s. The strict order rega1·ding Etons 
.,. muscular dcpartm'eut. In otl1er_ ~?rds, dash was being relaxed at St. Frank's, as at many 

you, be good e11ot1gh to take tl11s ! other great public school@. Fellows v.·ere not 
Tht,d ! 11ecessarily obliged to ,vear them. 
Tl1e astoni:,}1ed Handfortlt took it. He '' ... .\. marvellous piece of ,vork, old man,'' 

.. wasn't expecting it. _.t\rchie's left came ~aid Pitt approvingly. "For a moment, I 
· · straight out like a ram1·od, and caught thought you were acting for '?ne of the fil~ 
. . 11.lndforth in the middle of tlie cl1cst, and com1Ja11ies.. The way yott•sat in the fountain 

there ,vas a surpri.sing amot1nt of force be- i:1001 ,vas a regt1lar treat. A skipper who 
hi11e,l it. Archie \Vas11't half so soft as ~e provides l1is Form with this so1·t of amuse· 
looked Ha11dforth 1·eeled back, lost h!s me11t i.s a 1·are gift from the gods!'' 
balanc~, and sat down \Vitl1 a jni·ring_ c~ash. •· Ha, ha, ha I'' 

. _i11 the. fireplace. He ,vas more surpr~ed '' Hl'\'s more tha?1 a skipper,'' declared 
.tha11 l111rt, and he simply_ sat t~;e, ~ogglir1~- Pitt. ~i; He's an e11tertainer !,, 

""Aiid that, <la.sh yot1, · 15 that! satd Archie .. , Hn, lia, ha!" · 
\\·ar111ly. '' 1t>s iust what I :ike to see,,, went on Pitt 

"' \\,,.hy, . yot1-yoit--'' . Handfortl~ bi·o~e stoutly. '' A fellow v."ho si11ks ~is own feel• 
off, tt11d a startled expression came. 111to hi:! ings-a fellow who de,·otes himself whole--
t-)·es. ''Hi!'' he ronred. '' I'n-i on fire!'• l1tai■tedly to tho task of amt1sing his Form. 

:~ . Ile hacl eat do,vn in tJ1e fende1' with con- · A skipper of that ki11d is rare envugh, and 
sillc1·able speed, hut he a.r~e to his feet in I t!1~~1k ,ve ougl1t to get tip a , ... ote of tha11ks 
abot1t a quarter of the. time. He ~ave _one 
,vild leap, antl rose ah01:1t fanr tt:et into '' \\,,ill yo11 stop?'' roared Handforth 
tl1e air. His coa.t-tai]s, havmg fallen mto the fierce])·.· 
grate, ,vcre s111ot1ldering and s~oking !lercely. ''Bt,t ,vhy ?'' asked Reggie, in surprise. 

·' c;ood gad!'' gasped ... .\.i-ch1e, starw~g. '' J.'111 praising you,--'' 
., '' Quiek !'' ho,vled Handforth. '' Wate1· l '' I do11~t wa11t p1·a~se of that sort,'' snorted 

Help! Fire!', Handforth. ''I dontl \vant praiite of any 
Before Archie 01· J1is cht1ms cot11d help him, sort! I jusi want to do my duty, and l'iµ 

lie made a. ,vild dive for the doorway and not going to have anybody interfering with 
tore out. He fted do\\·n the paesage at. f11ll me in the exec11tion of it!" 
,;peed-a most foolish action, for· the ~ind '' Heart hear !:t' declared Pitt. 
f a1111ed the s1not1lde1'ing cloil1 into a sudden 6t011t ,vords, O Chief!'' 

'' Dold, 

. flame. · '' Hi, ha, ha 1'' 
; · Hru1dfortJ1 011 fil'e ,vas a novelt.y. A fCW i\1·efiic Glenthor110 came pt1shing through 

. gro11ps of jt1niors, chatting in the lobby, '!ere the cro\\·d. 
startled to see a human torcJ1 S\\'eep okut 1ntod '' Good gad!,, _ he gasped breathle•ly. 
tl1e T1·ia11gle. lie left a trail of spar s an '' Odds fire&& and co1iflagrations ! I 1m f1·ight­
ts111oke bel1ind him, to say not.hing of a f ttlly pleased, laddie, to see the good old 
·tt1'?rough sca1·e~. C1:o~~ bt1rst. o.11t. iiito the s111ile t1pon the r11gged face! I mean to say, 
'l1r1angle, and tl1e a1r •-n,.a~ filled ,v1th shouts. al J's ,veil, what?', 

•• \Vho's smiling?'' asked Handforth sourly. 
The \Voes of a Skipper. '' \Vell, at least, the ~~ old rear appears 

SIZZZZZZZZ ! to be t1nbliatered !'' sni~7rchie, with relief. 
Edwartl Os,vald Ha11dfortl1 snt in the '' I 111ea11 , no chappie \\"ith s111Klry· b111·ns. and 
·ro11.ntain pool, and. throngs of juniors .scorcliings i11 his stern would· absolutely tJark 

. ca111e c1·0,vding. l"Ot1nd. ,vith st1ch frightful gusto I'' 
"Are you hurt, Handy?" gasped Church "Do you take mo for a dog?"/ uke~ 

breathlessly. Handforth fiercely. 
-· •' Not a bit!'' sn;ipped Handfortl1. u I 1ike , 'Ha, ha, ha!'' 
being on fire!'' '' Better go inside, old man, and cbnnge,'» 
· ''No, bt1t 1-eally, old man--'' sttggested Church ge11tly. '' A maste1· might 

'''\Vait t111til I catch .. 4rcl1ie !'' breathed come along and spot yot1, and that \\"ould 
Ila11dforth. '' By George, I-I'll-- Len1me. n1ea11 a,vl,ward inq11irics. Stire yo11'1~0 not 
go, blo,v J'Otl !'' btu·nt, or anything? I think ,ve ought to 

111 spite of his protest.~, l1e ""as l1at1led out 111assage '' 
of l1is ,vatery scat, and tl1ere ,vas an anxious "I tlo11't ,vant a11v massaging!'' inter• 
i ns1-icctio11. Ilis coat-tails \\"ere half missing, r11pted Hand forth ct1rtly. 

Ill Cl1urr·h lifted tl1em tip u11d breat.l1cd a 1-\.s it l1a[>pcned, tl1~ only hurt portion of 
of relief. · l1i1n ,vas I1is digz1ity. 1Tl1e very speed of his 
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(·· !t. f,-0:!1 tlu_· 1\1icient IJc»11sc l1atl ·-.\·aft('c] ,~ I fa. l1n~ lia !'~ • 
(J p l1c~lt a~ra.r fl'Ol}1 11.i:; })er:-iOit. ~111(1 Iii~ ,. \\rel1 (lo11e, Arel1ic !\: ? ,._ 

, 1 ~r~Hnr,t 1ncastlr(•.~ tfJ cxtj11~.ft1i~l1 tl)e fi1·_(', co1~1ic ,~ .1\t _tl1e ~arne ti1rt('J I (li(l11·t \r~ltJt ti ,c('luc! ~ 
-.~1~H1g·l~ t}~~--:r __ l1ad 9ee~1~ l1acl f:H\t·.tl 111111 fro111 the tlear fJlcl c-l1~q,pie to ab:--oluie .clri "1•·.,ing, if 

. 
•. 

a· rt,ali~- ~~-.cr101!_~- cat~_strpr.,l1c--._ . . ; ~•J.P ,1~i1orr .,rl1at. l .111c.•a11,n .cc~11t111ur- rcl1i!' 
,;·A~ f(/r ~-c")t.1 !·: Jir- snicL: fi'\il1!! 1\rr.·hie \yit}i \\·ir1 1 cc•n('e_ri1. ''J :--incc:1'(•l~y tru;.t~ ]'_ }·, ol 

J,I., _[~'aZE' ..... !']'fl .. 1eac11" ,·on :\\'Jl(JtlH:'l' ,-~)It c-a~1 ,.}1,)l'~P .. t}1n~ . . t1t(• <la1_nilge;~ _nr~' flig·11~ 
1•:1.;.;)1 -~.-C•lll' :-ikitJ}~)c;r · i1it(>. tl1c iii e. (.Jl' 1101.!'' -':J'jl_ cleal \Ytllt ,·oll latC'r·!'~. sn;t ~l ... 

' \ . \ . 
. '~~~11, lJt1t l ~a)· .. <fn~l1 it-:-:-·-''-. fc,ri11 col(ll.,.-. '•J'yc, l)e("ll ~et. t1]-, to l'1<.!ic-l1:,~.· . - . , - ,•• . 
'· 8<) · ~-r(_-} 1ie c1ic{ tli~~-,·alia~:it clc·c•(] ?~: gl'It 1nc(I --111<·. tl1(• f"orrn C-[1J)tai11 !--n1icl I rnea11 lo .• 

liu5tt:r- U,_oot:,. ''Sotlti<l n 1a 11 F' t·xact a terrific- r:ric-C' !~' 
''( 1 1 l . 1 ... l l ·· 1·r ,.. · 1 A l. ,:1_~ettc1· .'-'') (•1~~,;:-, Ilt--llit.1\· .•·~ ,'"t•l,,·1c.;.-,l·l F~Lll.1..ct · ~ooc rrn( n11r ot t:;.; 1 .L·. · sat< - rc- .. ue. .. ., .. ._ ..., 

'' 'J'i1c _ l)ligl1ter a}JsolutelJ,· L,ar.~ed int<l tl·ie \\"(H>ll. . · '' \:·c,q c;~~'t · p:oati t l1P· fr•Uf)~~, 3 tc,o •. 
f{ue>(l c)l<l ·. stt1d.v, ti 111)e<l rr1e off tlio lolinge. !Jlltc-11, :rou i.~110,\·. · 'l'l1c•r(~'~ a li111it. \\.t.·"11 l)ut: 
:,11cl. I .felt ··ollligerl, · i11 tlie · iiitercst.~ t,t llfJ ,vitl1 ~-otl n~ ~ki1,1>er a~ Jo11g a.:-- ··j.O\L keerJ 
lturi-1a11it:r, to lar1(l l1i111 n fair-sized rosl1 in \Yitl1i11 [JOllflcls~l,ut \\"(''l't' 11qt gc,1ng· to J1a,·e 
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